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This volume has a double purpose. First of al, it follows an Italian tradition of
thought that began in the 15th and 16th centuries as Civic Humanism and
continued up until the golden period of Italian Enlightenment as represented by
the Schools of Milan and Naples. Its main contribution to the history of economic
thought isits conception of the market as a place centered on the principle of
reciprocity and civil virtues. This book explains why the civil approach to
economics disappeared from cultural debates, scientific enquiries and the public
arenaat the end of the 18th century, only to surface again in more recent times.
Secondly, the book draws attention to a new reading of the whole of economic
reality. Indeed, the civil economy in one senseismainly a cultural perspective
fromwhich it is possible to interpret the entire economic discourse. If atheory is
considered as substantially a point of view on reality, then this cultural

per spective can also set the basis for a diverse economic theory.

Where does the key element of such diversity lie? It liesin the attempt to
integrate within the economic system the three basic principles of any social
order: the principle of exchange of equivalents, the principle of redistribution and
the principle of reciprocity. Though this book draws on the history of economic
ideas, it focuses on the present day from an ancient perspective in order to find
convincing answers to the new questions arising in the era of globalization.
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This volume has a double purpose. First of al, it follows an Italian tradition of thought that began in the 15th
and 16th centuries as Civic Humanism and continued up until the golden period of Italian Enlightenment as
represented by the Schools of Milan and Naples. Its main contribution to the history of economic thought is
its conception of the market as a place centered on the principle of reciprocity and civil virtues. This book
explains why the civil approach to economics disappeared from cultural debates, scientific enquiries and the
public arena at the end of the 18th century, only to surface again in more recent times.

Secondly, the book draws attention to a new reading of the whole of economic reality. Indeed, the civil
economy in one sense is mainly acultural perspective from which it is possible to interpret the entire
economic discourse. If atheory is considered as substantially a point of view on reality, then this cultural

per spective can also set the basis for a diverse economic theory.

Where does the key element of such diversity lie? It liesin the attempt to integrate within the economic
system the three basic principles of any socia order: the principle of exchange of equivalents, the principle
of redistribution and the principle of reciprocity. Though this book draws on the history of economic ideas, it
focuses on the present day from an ancient perspective in order to find convincing answers to the new
guestions arising in the era of globalization.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

The Authors: Luigino Bruni is Associate Professor of Economics at the University of Milano-Bicocca. His
primary fields of interest and publication are the history of thought, ethics, reciprocity and philosophy of
economics. He has recently published Civil Happiness (2006) and edited, together with P. Porta, Economics
and Happiness (2005).

Stefano Zamagni is Professor of Economics at the University of Bolognaand is also Visiting Professor at the
University of Bocconi (Milan) and Adjunct Professor at Johns Hopkins University (Bologna Center).
Professor Zamagni is the author of several books, including Microeconomic Theory (1987); History of
Economic Thought (1995 and 2005); Living in the Global Society (1997); Economics. A European Text
(2002); Multiculturalism and Identity (2002); Relational Complexity and Economic Behaviour (2002); Civil
Economy (2004); A Civil Economic Theory of Cooperative Firm (2005). He has also published some 55
articlesin both Italian and international journals.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ray Goodrow:

Have you spare time for aday? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y eah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book entitled Civil Economy:
Efficiency, Equity, Public Happiness (Frontiers of Business Ethics)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.

Y ou understand beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have different opinion?

Treva Ritter:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or details even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Civil Economy: Efficiency,
Equity, Public Happiness (Frontiers of Business Ethics) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Jeremy Windham:

This Civil Economy: Efficiency, Equity, Public Happiness (Frontiers of Business Ethics) usually arereliable
for you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Civil Economy: Efficiency,
Equity, Public Happiness (Frontiers of Business Ethics) can be one of many great books you must haveis
definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individua with information that maybe



will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Civil Economy: Efficiency,
Equity, Public Happiness (Frontiers of Business Ethics) giving you an enormous of experience including rich
vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So, let's have
it appreciate reading.

L ouis Ono:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh, do
you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Civil Economy: Efficiency,
Equity, Public Happiness (Frontiers of Business Ethics) which is having the e-book version. So, try out this
book? Let's see.
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