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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Garciasfirst novel is about Cuba, her native country, and three generations of del Pino women who are
seeking spiritual homes for their passionate, often troubled souls. Celia del Pino and her descendants also
share clairvoyant and visionary powers that somehow remain undiminished, despite the Cuban revolution
and its profound effect upon their lives. This dichotomy suffuses their lives with a potent mixture of
superstition, palitics, and surrealistic charm that gives the novel an otherworldly atmosphere. Garcia juggles
these opposing life forces like a skilled magician accustomed to tossing into the air fiery objects that would
explode if they came into contact. Writing experimentally in avariety of forms, she combines narratives,
love letters, and monologs to portray the del Pinos as they move back and forth through time. Garciatells
their story with an economy of words and arich, tropical imagery, setting a brisk but comfortable pace.
Highly recommended.

- Janet W. Reit, Univ. of Vermont Lib., Burlington

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews

A patchwork of incident, memory, letters, dreams and visions provides glimpses of a Cuban family at home
and in exilein the'70's and '80's, but Garcia's debut suffers from its fragmented style. From disparate times,
places, and (mostly female) points-of- view, Garciareveals the circumstances and inner lives of various
members of the del Pino family. Widowed matriarch Celia--who loved and lost a Spaniard, then married and
went crazy--still lives near Havana, fulfilled at last by her active participation in Communist activities and
guasi-eratic loyalty to El Ljder, Fidel Castro. Daughter Felicia--who talks like a Garcja Lorca poem--suffers
episodes of violent insanity and amnesia, then seeks healing through the African-derived religion Santerija.
Meanwhile, Felicias twin daughters repudiate her while her son Ivanito becomes a mama's boy. Celia's son
Javier works in Czechoslovakia. Daughter Lourdes fled Cubawith her husband, opened the Y ankee Doodle
Bakery in Brooklyn, and thrives on American life, quickly embracing cold weather, capitalism, and
prejudice. Her father, Jorge (Celia's husband), who died in New Y ork following cancer treatment, continues
to manifest himself to her. Lourdes's artistic daughter Pilar paints a scandal ous punk Statue of Liberty and
has psychic conversations with Celia. After a Santerja-inspired vision, Pilar convinces Lourdes to return to
Cubafor areunion. Garcia explores Cuban culture and illustrates the dislocations of afamily, but the novel--
told through interior visions rather than action--lacks sufficient freshness of insight to be consistently
compelling. -- Copyright ©1992, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review

“Dazzling . . . Remarkable.”
—MICHIKO KAKUTANI
The New York Times

“MARVELOUS. .. A JEWEL OF A NOVEL ...

Dreaming in Cuban is beautifully written in language that is by turns languid and sensual, curt and
surprising. Like Louise Erdrich, whose crystalline language is distilled of images new to our American
literature but old to thisland, Ms. Garcia has distilled a new tongue from scraps salvaged through upheaval. .
.. It is[the] ordinary magic in Ms. Garcia s novel and her characters' sense of their own lyricism that make
her work welcome as the latest sign that American literature has its own hybrid offspring of the Latin
American school.”

—THULANI DAVIS



The New York Times Book Review

“Poignant and perceptive. . . It tells of afamily divided palitically and geographically by the Cuban
revolution . . . [and] of the generational fissures that open on each side: In Cuba, between a grandmother who
isafervent Castro supporter and a daughter who retreats into an Afro-Cuban santeria cult; in America,
between another daughter, who mocks her obsession . . . Therealism is exquisite.”
—RICHARD EDER

Los Angeles Times

“Remarkable. . . A rich and haunting narrative . . . An intricate weaving of dramatic events with the
supernatural and the cosmic . . . Evocative and lush.”

—JACKIE JONES

San Francisco Chronicle

“Impressive . . . Her story is about three generations of Cuban women and their separate responses to the
revolution. Her specia feat isto tell it in a style aswarm and gentle as the ‘ sustaining aromas of vanillaand
almond,” as rhythmic as the music of Beny Moré.”

—AMELIA WEISS

Time

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Gloria Smith:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of new info.
When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other individuals. When you read this
Dreaming in Cuban, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours book. Y our knowledge
can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Pamela Rhodes:

Reading a e-book tendsto be new life stylein this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in thisworld can
easily share their idea. Ebooks can also inspire alot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own
reader with their story aswell astheir experience. Not only the story that share in the publications. But also
they write about the data about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to
teach your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays
always try to improve their talent in writing, they also doing some research before they write on their book.
One of them isthis Dreaming in Cuban.



Timothy Holeman:

Areyou kind of active person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
when compared with can satisfy your short timeto read it because al of thistime you only find reserve that
need more time to be examine. Dreaming in Cuban can be your answer because it can be read by a person
who have those short free time problems.

Terry Burrows:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has alot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to afiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, in addition to soon. The Dreaming in Cuban provide you with new experience in reading a book.
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