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Asthe world has been reshaped since the 1970s by economic globalization,
neoliberalism, and financialization, writers and artists have addressed the
problem of representing the economy with a new sense of political urgency.
Anxieties over who controls capitalism have thus been trandlated into demands
upon literature, art, and mass mediato develop strategies of representation that
can account for capitalism’s power.

Reading Capitalist Realism presents some of the latest and most sophisticated
approaches to the question of the relation between capitalism and narrative form,
partly by questioning how the “realism” of austerity, privatization, and wealth
protection relate to the realism of narrative and cultural production. Even as
critics have sought to locate a new aesthetic mode that might consider and move
beyond theorizations of the postmodern, this volume contends that narrative
realism demands renewed scrutiny for its ability to represent capitalism’s latest
scenes of enclosure and indebtedness.

Ranging across fiction, nonfiction, television, and film, the essays collected here
explore to what extent realism is equipped to comprehend and historicize our
contemporary economic moment and what might be the influence or complicity
of the literary in shaping the global politics of lowered expectations. Including
essays on writers such as Mohsin Hamid, Lorrie Moore, Jess Walter, J. M.
Coetzee, James Kelman, Ali Smith, Russell Banks, William Vollmann, and
William Gibson, as well as examinations of Hollywood film productions and The
Wire television series, Reading Capitalist Realism calls attention to a resurgence
of realisms across narrative genres and questions realism’ s ability to interrogate
the crisis-driven logic of palitical and economic “common sense.”
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Asthe world has been reshaped since the 1970s by economic globalization, neoliberalism, and
financialization, writers and artists have addressed the problem of representing the economy with a new
sense of political urgency. Anxieties over who controls capitalism have thus been trandated into demands
upon literature, art, and mass mediato devel op strategies of representation that can account for capitalism’s
power.

Reading Capitalist Realism presents some of the latest and most sophisticated approaches to the question of
the relation between capitalism and narrative form, partly by questioning how the “realism” of austerity,
privatization, and wealth protection relate to the realism of narrative and cultural production. Even as critics
have sought to locate a new aesthetic mode that might consider and move beyond theorizations of the
postmodern, this volume contends that narrative realism demands renewed scrutiny for its ability to represent
capitalism’ s latest scenes of enclosure and indebtedness.

Ranging across fiction, nonfiction, television, and film, the essays collected here explore to what extent
realism is equipped to comprehend and historicize our contemporary economic moment and what might be
the influence or complicity of the literary in shaping the global politics of lowered expectations. Including
essay's on writers such as Mohsin Hamid, Lorrie Moore, Jess Walter, J. M. Coetzee, James Kelman, Ali
Smith, Russell Banks, William Vollmann, and William Gibson, as well as examinations of Hollywood film
productions and The Wire television series, Reading Capitalist Realism calls attention to a resurgence of
realisms across narrative genres and questions realism’ s ability to interrogate the crisis-driven logic of
political and economic “common sense.”
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Editorial Review

Review

“This volume's conceptualization of cultural developments through the framework of ‘ capitalist realism’ will
be welcomed by many who seek after the social relevance of literature at a time when the humanities are
disappearing (as aresult of the very fiscal austerity that the volume calls out) and when we seem to have
surrendered the methodol ogical tools for doing so.”—Colleen Lye, associate professor of English, University
of California, Berkeley

“ At atime when, as Jameson famously put it, ‘it is easier to imagine the end of the world than the end of
capitalism,” we lose our ability to distinguish capitalism from reality itself. The essays gathered here perform
the vital service of restoring capitalism to visibility, enabling us to see how it shapes our literary
representations of the ordinary and the everyday, how it guides contemporary narratives of ‘real life.” Thisis
high-caliber, committed criticism, asserting once more the power and usefulness of Marxist method in
literary studies.”—James F. English, University of Pennsylvania

About the Author

Alison Shonkwiler isan assistant professor of English at Rhode Island College. She has published articlesin
Contemporary Literature, Sudiesin the Novel, and GLQ. Shelivesin Providence, Rhode Island. L eigh
Claire La Bergeisan assistant professor of English?at Saint Mary’s University. She has published essays on
American Psycho, Slavoj ZiZek, The Financier, and the aesthetics of debt.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kirsten Muncy:

This Reading Capitalist Realism (New American Canon) book is not ordinary book, you have after that it the
world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read alot of information you will
get. This Reading Capitalist Realism (New American Canon) without we comprehend teach the one who
looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Reading Capitalist Realism (New
American Canon) can bring once you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves come to be full
because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone. This Reading Capitalist Realism (New
American Canon) having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested
in reading.



Joseph Thomas:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
whenever those information which iswithin the former life are hard to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstabl e resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage
for you. All of those possihilities will not happen within you if you take Reading Capitalist Realism (New
American Canon) as your daily resource information.

Lori Barnes:

Precisely why? Because this Reading Capitalist Realism (New American Canon) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you alot of
advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
method. So, still want to hold up having that book? If | have been you | will go to the publication store
hurriedly.

Algandro Colon:

Beside that Reading Capitalist Realism (New American Canon) in your phone, it may give you away to get
nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got hereisfreshin
the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow community. It is good
thing to have Reading Capitalist Realism (New American Canon) because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to
happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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