
Stars from Another Sky: The Bombay Film
World in the 1940s

By Saadat Hasan Manto

Stars from Another Sky: The Bombay Film World in the 1940s By Saadat
Hasan Manto

Unforgettable reminiscences about the eccentric, glamorous, yet angst-ridden
Hindi film world of the 1940s. Saadat Hasan Manto, one of the greatest short
story writers of the Urdu language, was also a film journalist and story-writer for
the Hindi film industry in Bombay. As an insider he was privy to the most private
moments of the men and women who have dazzled generations of audiences. In
this series of sketches, Ashok Kumar, the screen idol of yore, emerges as a shy,
yet brilliant actor, forever looking to flee the eager advances of his female fans;
Nargis comes across as just another young girl looking for companionship among
her peers before she steps on the ladder that will forever take her away from the
comforts of an ordinary middle-class life; and Shyam the dashing, handsome
hero is portrayed as a straightforward, flirtatious young man pining for the
woman he loves. Manto also describes in detail the obsessions of Sitara Devi; the
unfulfilled desires of Paro Devi; and the intriguing twists and turns which
transform Neena Devi from an ordinary housewife into a pawn in the hands of
film companies. He writes with relish about the bunglings of the comedian V.H.
Desai and the incredible dedication of Nawab Kaashmiri to the art of acting.
There are also stories about the rise of Nur Jehan as the greatest singer of her
times; and the various peccadilloes of the musician, Rafiq Ghaznavi. With
subjects ranging from film journalism to the sexual eccentricities of these stars,
Manto brings to life a generation with his characteristic verve and honesty.
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Ashok Kumar, the screen idol of yore, emerges as a shy, yet brilliant actor, forever looking to flee the eager
advances of his female fans; Nargis comes across as just another young girl looking for companionship
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Editorial Review

Language Notes
Text: English (translation)

About the Author
Saadat Hasan Manto, the most widely read and the most controversial short-story writer in Urdu, was born
on 11 May 1912 at Samrala in Punjab's Ludhiana district. In a literary, journalistic, radio scripting and film-
writing career spread over more than two decades, he produced twenty-two collections of short stories, one
novel, five collections of radio plays, three collections of essays, two collections of personal sketches and
many scripts for films. He was tried for obscenity half a dozen times, thrice before and thrice after
independence. Some of Manto's greatest work was produced in the last seven years of his life, a time of great
financial and emotional hardship for him. He died several months short of his forty-third birthday, in January
1955, in Lahore.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony Robin:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book which improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want truly feel
happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The Stars from Another Sky:
The Bombay Film World in the 1940s is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Pedro Engle:

The particular book Stars from Another Sky: The Bombay Film World in the 1940s has a lot details on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can get the point easily after looking over this book.

Derrick Tompkins:

This Stars from Another Sky: The Bombay Film World in the 1940s is great book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This specific book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can say no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but difficult core information with beautiful delivering
sentences. Having Stars from Another Sky: The Bombay Film World in the 1940s in your hand like getting



the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no guide that offer you world
with ten or fifteen second right but this reserve already do that. So , this is certainly good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

Naomi Dillon:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This Stars from Another Sky: The Bombay Film World in the
1940s can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't
and make anyone more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than
various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let's have Stars from Another Sky: The Bombay
Film World in the 1940s.
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