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In The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology, author Jon Marks
presents an innovative framework for thinking about the major issuesin the field
with fourteen original essays designed to correlate to the core chaptersin
standard textbooks. Each chapter draws on and complements--but does not
reconstitute (except for the sake of clarity)--the major data and ideas presented in
standard texts. Marks explores such topics as how we make sense of data about
our origins, where our modern ideas comes from, our inability to separate natural
facts from cultural facts and values as we try to understand ourselves, and the
socia and political aspects of science as a culturally situated mental activity.

Features

* Offers clear, intelligent, and completely original discussions-injected with a
sense of humor-that will keep students reading

* Addresses core topicsin away that does not simply mirror what isin the basic
textbooks but offers a new spin, thereby fostering critical thinking

* Complements traditional textbooks in biological anthropology and explores
connections between biological and general anthropology

* Provides expert integration of topics, coherent narratives, and salient examples
* Utilizes theme statements at the start of each chapter that introduce the breadth
of information covered and engage students in the material
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In The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology, author Jon Marks presents an innovative
framework for thinking about the major issues in the field with fourteen original essays designed to correlate
to the core chapters in standard textbooks. Each chapter draws on and complements--but does not
reconstitute (except for the sake of clarity)--the major data and ideas presented in standard texts. Marks
explores such topics as how we make sense of data about our origins, where our modern ideas comes from,
our inability to separate natural facts from cultural facts and values as we try to understand ourselves, and the
social and political aspects of science as a culturally situated mental activity.

Features

* Offersclear, intelligent, and completely original discussions-injected with a sense of humor-that will keep
students reading

* Addresses core topics in away that does not simply mirror what is in the basic textbooks but offers a new
spin, thereby fostering critical thinking

* Complements traditional textbooks in biological anthropology and explores connections between
biological and general anthropology

* Provides expert integration of topics, coherent narratives, and salient examples

* Utilizes theme statements at the start of each chapter that introduce the breadth of information covered and
engage studentsin the material
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Editorial Review
Review

"Thisisthe best introductory book out there. Marks is avery effective and clear writer with an engaging and
personal style. He does awonderful job of placing biological anthropology appropriately within its
theoretical and disciplinary context."--Adam Van Arsdale, Wellesley College

"The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology isin aclass of itsown. It isavery approachable
text injected with humor to grab students' attention.”--Amelia Hubbard, Wright State University

"I like the critical approach that this book takes. Marks gives great examples that serveto illustrate his points
clearly. | also like the direct, dynamic, and intelligent writing style."--Debbie Guatel li-Steinberg, Ohio Sate
University

"The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology isinfused with perspective and personality. It is
unique, effective, and successful. The book's pedagogical approach iswhy | useit. It reminds usthat science
is a human endeavor and therefore subject to human imperfections."--Thad Bartlett, University of Texas at
San Antonio

"The most remarkable aspect of this book is how much materia is covered in so little space. | am most
impressed with Marks's talent for compressing so many important ideas in succinct, meaningful summaries.
There is not awasted word in this book."--Virginia Betz, Phoenix College

About the Author

Jon Marksis Professor of Anthropology at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. He is a past
president of the General Anthropology Division of the American Anthropological Association and was the
recipient of the AAA/Mayfield Award for Excellence in Undergraduate Teaching. He is the author of Why |
Am Not a Scientist: Anthropology and Modern Knowledge (2009); What It Means to Be 98% Chimpanzee:
Apes, People, and Their Genes (2002), which won the 2003 W. W. Howells Prize from the Biol ogical
Anthropology Section of the American Anthropological Association and the 2009 J. |. Staley Prize from the
School for Advanced Research; and Human Biodiversity: Genes, Race, and History (1995).



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jane Cudllar:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or that for al peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
want do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book The Alternative Introduction to
Biological Anthropology. All type of book isit possible to see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Marisa Reber:

As people who livein typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the erathat is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to
anyone isyou don't know what one you should start with. This The Alternative Introduction to Biological
Anthropology is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Josefina Roundtree:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is
look different you can read the book. It isreally fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent all day every day to reading a guide. The book The Alternative Introduction to Biological
Anthropology it is extremely good to read. There are alot of those who recommended this book. These
people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space to devel op this book you can buy
the e-book. Y ou can mQOore easily to read this book from a smart phone. The price is not very costly but this
book features high quality.

Guadalupe McCoy:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the time or they will get wide range of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
sure. Peopleis human not only arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
isactually The Alternative Introduction to Biological Anthropology.
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