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If there is such athing as reason, it has to be universal. Reason must reflect
objective principles whose validity isindependent of our point of view--
principles that anyone with enough intelligence ought to be able to recognize as
correct. But this generality of reason is what relativists and subjectivists deny in
ever-increasing numbers. And such subjectivism is not just an inconsequential
intellectual flourish or badge of theoretical chic. It is exploited to deflect
argument and to belittle the pretensions of the arguments of others. The
continuing spread of this relativistic way of thinking threatens to make public
discourseincreasingly difficult and to exacerbate the deep divisions of our
society. In The Last Word, Thomas Nagel, one of the most influential
philosophers writing in English, presents a sustained defense of reason against
the attacks of subjectivism, delivering systematic rebuttals of relativistic claims
with respect to language, logic, science, and ethics. He shows that the last word
in disputes about the objective validity of any form of thought must liein some
unqualified thoughts about how things are--thoughts that we cannot regard from
outside as mere psychological dispositions.
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If thereis such athing as reason, it hasto be universal. Reason must reflect objective principles whose
validity isindependent of our point of view--principles that anyone with enough intelligence ought to be able
to recognize as correct. But this generality of reason iswhat relativists and subjectivists deny in ever-
increasing numbers. And such subjectivism is not just an inconsequential intellectual flourish or badge of
theoretical chic. It is exploited to deflect argument and to bdlittle the pretensions of the arguments of others.
The continuing spread of this relativistic way of thinking threatens to make public discourse increasingly
difficult and to exacerbate the deep divisions of our society. In The Last Word, Thomas Nagel, one of the
most influential philosophers writing in English, presents a sustained defense of reason against the attacks of
subjectivism, delivering systematic rebuttals of relativistic claims with respect to language, logic, science,
and ethics. He shows that the last word in disputes about the objective validity of any form of thought must
lie in some unqualified thoughts about how things are--thoughts that we cannot regard from outside as mere
psychological dispositions.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

In The Last Word, Thomas Nagel argues against what he calls subjectivism, "a general tendency to reduce
the objective pretensions of reason.” On his enemies list are the architects of postmodernism, socia scientists
with delusions of grandeur, and philosophers ranging from Hume and Kant to W.V. Quine and Richard
Rorty. Regarding reason as based on contingent features of our nurture, culture, or nature, such subjectivists
contend that reason is not generally valid, but valid only from our point of view. Challengesto reason in
general are bound not to convince: they subvert themselvesif based on reason, but are not worth taking
seriously otherwise. Challenges to reason in particular domains, such aslogic or ethics, are expressed by
"ritualistic metacomments declaring one's all egiance to subjectivism" about logic or ethics. But, Nagel
argues, the subjectivist claims are unintelligible unless understood as claims of logic or ethics, and therefore
can be adjudicated on logical or ethical grounds. The drastically schematic nature of Nagel's refutation of
subjectivism is troublesome, inviting the question of whether anyone truly accepts the position that he
attacks. It also inspires doubt that his refutation is devel oped enough to be, as advertised, the panaceafor
subjectivism. Nevertheless, The Last Word is highly recommended to philosophers and anyone else
interested in thinking about reason. Elegantly written and incisively argued, it is sure to provoke discussion--
and thus ensure that it will be anything but the last word. --Glenn Branch

Review

"...[a] subtle, compact, and forceful book....The Last Word is awork of philosophical reflection...a significant
contribution to the culture wars of our time."--New York Review of Books

From the Back Cover

If thereis such athing as reason, it has to be universal. Reason must reflect objective principles whose
validity isindependent of our point of view - principles that anyone with enough intelligence ought to be
able to recognize as correct. But this universality of reason is what relativists and subjectivists deny in ever-
increasing numbers. And such subjectivism is not just an inconsequential intellectual flourish or badge of
theoretical chic. It is exploited to deflect argument and to belittle the pretensions of the arguments of others.
The continuing spread of this relativistic way of thinking threatens to make public discourse increasingly
difficult and unproductive. In The Last Word, Thomas Nagel, one of the most influential philosophers
writing in English, presents a sustained defense of reason against the attacks of subjectivism, delivering
systematic rebuttals of relativistic claims with respect to language, logic, science, and ethics. He shows that
the last word in disputes about the objective validity of any form of thought must lie in some unqualified
thoughts about how things are - thoughts that we cannot regard from outside as mere psychological
dispositions. His work sets a new standard in the debate on this crucially important question and should
generate intense interest both within and outside the philosophical community.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Curtis Tyson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Y eah, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular sparetime
to take awander, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called The
Last Word? Maybe it is being best activity for you. Y ou know beside you can spend your time along with
your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some
other opinion?

Laquita Horton:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the one you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual ? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you fedl bored faster. And you have time? What
did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question mainly because just their
can do in which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right. Because start
from on jardin de infancia until university need this specific The Last Word to read.

Gregorio Ledie

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Last Word publication written by
well-known writer who knows well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who al read the
book. Written within good manner for you, dripping every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your
hunger then you still hesitation The Last Word as good book but not only by the cover but also by content.
Thisis one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional
sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you haveto
listening to one more sixth sense.

Rick Fairchild:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Last Word was bright colored and of course
has pictures on the website. Aswe know that book The Last Word has many kinds or genre. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. So, not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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