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Orlando Figes' The Whisperers is a groundbreaking account of daily life in the
chaotic and paranoid atmosphere of Stalinist Russia. Exploring the inner life of a
Russia where everyone was afraid to talk and society spoke in whispers, whether
to protect friends and family - or to betray them - Orlando Figes tells the story of
how Russians tried to endure life under Stalin's Terror. Where a junior worker
might inform on their superior to get their job; a husband to get rid of a lover; a
neighbour out of petty jealousy. Where living a double life became the norm and
yet, somehow, a few defied the state. Those who shaped the political system
became, very frequently, its victims. Those who were its victims were frequently
quite blameless. Drawing on hundreds of family archives from across the whole
spectrum of Russian society, The Whisperers recreates the sort of maze in which
Russians found themselves, where an unwitting wrong turn could either destroy a
family or, perversely, later save it: a society in which everyone spoke in whispers
- whether to protect themselves, their families, neighbours or friends - or to
inform on them. 'Wonderful ...an amazing panoramic view ...I 've rarely read
anything like it' Claire Tomalin 'Awesome ...one of the most unforgettable books
I have ever read. I defy anyone to read it without weeping at its human suffering,
cruelty and courage' Simon Sebag Montefiore, Mail on Sunday 'This is a heart-
rending book ...its importance cannot be overestimated ...This book should be
made compulsory reading in Russia today' Antony Beevor, author Of Stalingrad
'A masterful account of lost and stolen lives' Sunday Times Orlando Figes is
Professor of History at Birkbeck College, University of London. He is the author
of Peasant Russia, Civil War, A Peoples Tragedy, Natasha's Dance and The
Whisperers. He lives in Cambridge and London. His books have been translated
into over twenty languages.
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Orlando Figes' The Whisperers is a groundbreaking account of daily life in the chaotic and paranoid
atmosphere of Stalinist Russia. Exploring the inner life of a Russia where everyone was afraid to talk and
society spoke in whispers, whether to protect friends and family - or to betray them - Orlando Figes tells the
story of how Russians tried to endure life under Stalin's Terror. Where a junior worker might inform on their
superior to get their job; a husband to get rid of a lover; a neighbour out of petty jealousy. Where living a
double life became the norm and yet, somehow, a few defied the state. Those who shaped the political
system became, very frequently, its victims. Those who were its victims were frequently quite blameless.
Drawing on hundreds of family archives from across the whole spectrum of Russian society, The Whisperers
recreates the sort of maze in which Russians found themselves, where an unwitting wrong turn could either
destroy a family or, perversely, later save it: a society in which everyone spoke in whispers - whether to
protect themselves, their families, neighbours or friends - or to inform on them. 'Wonderful ...an amazing
panoramic view ...I 've rarely read anything like it' Claire Tomalin 'Awesome ...one of the most unforgettable
books I have ever read. I defy anyone to read it without weeping at its human suffering, cruelty and courage'
Simon Sebag Montefiore, Mail on Sunday 'This is a heart-rending book ...its importance cannot be
overestimated ...This book should be made compulsory reading in Russia today' Antony Beevor, author Of
Stalingrad 'A masterful account of lost and stolen lives' Sunday Times Orlando Figes is Professor of History
at Birkbeck College, University of London. He is the author of Peasant Russia, Civil War, A Peoples
Tragedy, Natasha's Dance and The Whisperers. He lives in Cambridge and London. His books have been
translated into over twenty languages.
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Editorial Review

Review
Wonderful ... an amazing panoramic view ... I've rarely read anything like it Claire Tomalin Awesome ... one
of the most unforgettable books I have ever read. I defy anyone to read it without weeping at its human
suffering, cruelty and courage ... a celebration of family love in an epoch of hellish cruelty ... now in this
book these righteous heroes have their rightful memorial -- Simon Sebag Montefiore Mail on Sunday This is
a heart-rending book ... its importance cannot be overestimated ... This book should be made compulsory
reading in Russia today -- Antony Beevor, author of Stalingrad A masterful account of lost and stolen lives
Sunday Times Awesome ... one of the most unforgettable books I have ever read. I defy anyone to read it
without weeping at its human suffering, cruelty and courage ... a celebration of family love in an epoch of
hellish cruelty ... now in this book these righteous heroes have their rightful memorial -- Simon Sebag
Montefiore Mail on Sunday Awesome ... one of the most unforgettable books I have ever read. I defy anyone
to read it without weeping at its human suffering, cruelty and courage ... a celebration of family love in an
epoch of hellish cruelty ... now in this book these righteous heroes have their rightful memorial -- Simon
Sebag Montefiore Mail on Sunday

About the Author
Orlando Figes is Professor of History at Birkbeck College, University of London. His books include A
People's Tragedy and Natasha's Dance.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Cook:

Book is definitely written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin's
Russia will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel considerably more confidence if you can know
about everything. But some of you think that open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suited book
with you?

Cleveland Bolton:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know which you should start with. This Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin's Russia is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you want and
need in this era.



Darlene Goins:

This book untitled Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin's Russia to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy
this specific book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the
e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone.
So there is no reason to your account to past this guide from your list.

Thomas Schwan:

You will get this Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin's Russia by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just simply
viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds of
this reserve are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book through e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.
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