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| could have died that day.
September 11, 2001
Monologues from Stuyvesant High School

Tuesday, September 11, started off like any other day at Stuyvesant High School,
located only afew blocks away from the World Trade Center. The semester was
just beginning, and the students, faculty, and staff were ready to begin a new
year.

But within afew hours on that Tuesday morning, they would al share an
experience that transformed their lives.

Now, on the tenth anniversary of September 11th, we remember those who were
lost and those who were forced to witness this tragedy. Here, in their own words,
are the firsthand stories of a day we will never forget.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Thoms, an English teacher at Stuyvesant High School, located four blocks from the site of the World Trade
Center, spearheaded a school production last February based on 10 students recorded interviews (with
classmates, faculty and staff members). The students converted the transcripts into " poem-monol ogues,”
which they presented and the text of which appears here. In Thoms's introduction, she notes that the goal was
"to capture the ways individual people express themselves in speech,” and, indeed, the collective impression
isone of agroup therapy session that may well provide some healing for teen readers still struggling with the
event's aftermath. Many of the monologues (at times laced with "um" and "like") probably work better in a
dramatization; on the page, the narratives at times falter and afew repeat similar themes. The poignant
"Precious Cargo," for instance, begins with a photograph of a student performing as a pregnant English
teacher, and her words of protectiveness about both her unborn child and her students read well on the page,
but would likely be even more moving onstage. Still, the emotional rhythms of the volume take on a credible
ebb and flow. A welcome dash of humor comes through in a freshman's contention that the students
relocation to Brooklyn Tech (while their school functioned as a triage center) put everyone on equal footing
("Everybody was like/ "Where the hell are my classes?/ so it was kinda like everybody was a freshman"). In
the closing entry, perhaps the most smoothly structured in the volume, the school theater manager recalls
returning to a newly reopened Stuyvesant to find the flag missing from the stage. L ater, he "came across a
picture/ of firemen/ installing aflag/ on the mast of the World Trade Center/ and | looked at the picture and
my jaw dropped./ It was our flag." Readers willing to overlook less relevant and revealing segments will find
anumber of moving moments here. Ages 13-up.

Copyright 2002 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Grade 7 Up-The terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001 have changed the lives of all Americans. The
students, faculty, and staff of Stuyvesant High Schooal, located four blocks from Ground Zero, responded
creatively with a unique work of reader's theater. In with their eyes, student actors transcribed monologues
culled from interviews with their fellow classmates, teachers, custodians, and cafeteriaworkers. The pieces
describe the pain of watching people jump to their deaths from office windows, the terror of being separated
from their families, the lingering aftereffects of being temporarily housed in a different school, and the post-
traumatic stress that nearly paralyzed all 3200 students. The monologues echo the individuals' everyday
speech, including the "ums," "likes," and "you knows," which, while sometimes jarring to read, make them
dramatically immediate and realistic when performed. This unique book rings with authenticity and
resonates with power; it can be used in the curriculum or as an independent piece of theatrical art. Pair it with
Michael Cart's excellent 911: The Book of Help (Cricket, 2002), Mitch Frank's Understanding September
11th: Answering Questions about the Attacks on America (Viking, 2002), or Mitchel Levitass A Nation
Challenged: A Visual History of 9/11 and Its Aftermath: Y oung Reader's Edition (Scholastic, 2002).

Susan Riley, Mount Kisco Public Library, NY

Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist

Gr. 9-12. In response to September 11, the students of New Y ork City's Stuyvesant High School, whichis
located just blocks from Ground Zero, staged a powerful theatrical event. Inspired by Anna Deavere Smith's
interview-based monologue performances, the students talked with peers, faculty, and othersin their
community about personal responses to the tragedy. Based on the transcripts of those conversations, the


http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801

students created the monol ogues that are collected here with photographs of the performers, aswell as
excellent introductions by Smith and Thoms, who was the teacher who initiated the project. The speakers
reveal their emotions with painful honesty, particularly when they speak about the mundane anxieties that
mix with their overwhelming, global fears--how they continue the business of everyday life. The pieces
retain each speaker's verbal ticks and rhythms--the "ums," the "you knows," and the half-sentences--and the
startling immediacy of the words, set down the way people actualy talk, gives these pieces even more
impact. The book is an obvious choice for reader's theater and for use across the curriculum; its deeply
affecting contents will aso make compelling personal-interest reading. Gillian Engberg

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Virginia Boone:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
WEell, probably you should have this With Their Eyes. September 11th--The View from a High School at
Ground Zero.

Tom Burkhardt:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take ago
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed With Their Eyes:
September 11th--The View from a High School at Ground Zero? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
Y ou realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with it has the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Antonio Batts;

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting With Their Eyes. September
11th--The View from a High School at Ground Zero that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied
by reading this book. Reading practice al over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know
world agreat deal better then how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to be success person. So, for every you who
want to start reading as your good habit, you are able to pick With Their Eyes: September 11th--The View
from aHigh School at Ground Zero become your current starter.



Mildred Timm:

Someindividuals said that they feel weary when they reading a book. They are directly felt that when they
get ahalf regions of the book. Y ou can choose the actual book With Their Eyes: September 11th--The View
from a High School at Ground Zero to make your personal reading isinteresting. Y our own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it
and mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to
start abook and go through it. Beside that the guide With Their Eyes. September 11th--The View from a
High School at Ground Zero can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confusein
what must you're doing of these time.
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