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In this pathbreaking study of the works of Plato, Aristotle, Rousseau, and Mill,
Susan Moller Okin turns to the tradition of political philosophy that pervades
Western culture and its institutions to understand why the gap between formal
and real gender equality persists. Our philosophical heritage, Okin argues, largely
rests on the assumption of the natural inequality of the sexes. Women cannot be
included as equals within political theory unless its deep-rooted assumptions
about the traditional family, its sex roles, and itsrelation to the wider world of
political society are challenged. So long as this attitude pervades our institutions
and behavior, the formal egquality women have won has no chance of becoming
substantive.
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In this pathbreaking study of the works of Plato, Aristotle, Rousseau, and Mill, Susan Moller Okin turnsto
the tradition of political philosophy that pervades Western culture and its institutions to understand why the
gap between formal and real gender equality persists. Our philosophical heritage, Okin argues, largely rests
on the assumption of the natural inequality of the sexes. Women cannot be included as equals within political
theory unless its deep-rooted assumptions about the traditional family, its sex roles, and its relation to the
wider world of political society are challenged. So long as this attitude pervades our institutions and
behavior, the formal equality women have won has no chance of becoming substantive.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Okin has written an engaging, serious, careful, and important work that raises the issues of women and
politicsin their most elemental and pertinent form. . . . A pioneering book."--Benjamin R. Barber, New
Republic

"A brilliant, clear, sustained drive through the murky history of men'sideas about what they wished women
to do into the terraincognita of what women can be. . . . [A] major contribution to political thought."--
Christina Robb, Boston Globe

"Excellent. . . . Given the generations of scholars who have ignored the obvious, Okin's contribution is
tantamount to the child declaring the emperor to be without clothes. Her language is calm, clear, smple, and
strong."--Vivian Gor nick, Washington Post

"Okin's impressive book makes clear that whatever we may have been taught, we cannot read the great
political theorists as though 'mankind' means all of us."--Nanner| K eohane, Ethics

About the Author

Susan Moaller Okin (1946-2004) was a prominent feminist philosopher and the Marta Sutton Weeks
Professor of Ethicsin Society at Stanford University. Her books include "Justice, Gender, and the Family"
and "Is Multiculturalism Bad for Women?'

Users Review
From reader reviews:
David Waymire:

The book Women in Western Political Thought make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to
make your capable far more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting pressure or having
big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Women in Western Palitical Thought to
become your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your
knowledge about many or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like open and read a e-book
Women in Western Political Thought. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science reserve or
encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?

Wayne Gaddis:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or thisfor al peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Women in Western Political Thought.
All type of book isit possible to see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet solutions or other
social media



Charles Towns:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the erathat is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by examining books. It is agood choice for yourself but the problems coming to you is
you don't know which one you should start with. This Women in Western Political Thought is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want
inthisera

Samantha Green:

Y ou can obtain this Women in Western Political Thought by visit the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve challengeif you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of thisreserve
are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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