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Contemporary art has never been so popular, but what isits role today and who is
controlling its future? Contemporary art is supposed to be arealm of freedom
where artists shock, break taboos, flout generally received ideas, and switch
between confronting viewers with works of great emotional profundity and jaw-
dropping triviality. But away from shock tacticsin the gallery, there are many
unanswered gquestions. Who is really running the art world? What effect has
Americas growing political and cultural dominance had on art?

Here Julian Stallabrass takes usinside the international art world to answer these
and other controversial questions, and to argue that behind contemporary art's
variety and apparent unpredictability lies a grim uniformity. Its mysteries are al
too easily explained, its depths much shallower than they seem. Contemporary
art seeks to bamboozle its viewers while being the willing slave of business and
government. This book is your antidote and will change the way you see
contemporary art.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very
Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most interesting
topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest
contemporary thinking about the central problems and issuesin hundreds of key
topics, from philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Contemporary art has never been so popular, but what isitsrole today and who is controlling its future?
Contemporary art is supposed to be arealm of freedom where artists shock, break taboos, flout generally
received ideas, and switch between confronting viewers with works of great emotional profundity and jaw-
dropping triviality. But away from shock tactics in the gallery, there are many unanswered gquestions. Who is
really running the art world? What effect has America's growing political and cultural dominance had on art?
Here Julian Stallabrass takes usinside the international art world to answer these and other controversial
guestions, and to argue that behind contemporary art's variety and apparent unpredictability liesagrim
uniformity. Its mysteries are all too easily explained, its depths much shallower than they seem.
Contemporary art seeks to bamboozle its viewers while being the willing dlave of business and government.
This book is your antidote and will change the way you see contemporary art.

About the Series: Combining authority with wit, accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an
introduction to some of life's most interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate
the finest contemporary thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from
philosophy to Freud, quantum theory to Islam.
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Editorial Review

Review

“'neat introduction....areadable, concise and often witty account....thisis awelcome-if partisan-reading of
"contemporary art" and the role of the artist at atime of profound change"

Emmanuel Cooper, Tribune

“'Stallabrassis as ever refreshingly free of bien-pensant nostrums'
Morgan Falconer, Burlington Magazine

About the Author

Julian Stallabrassis Senior Lecturer in Art History at the Courtauld Institute of Art in London. Heisthe
author of several book on art, including the highly controversial High Art Lite (Verso, 1999), andisa
frequent contributor to publications including the Evening Standard and the New Statesman.

Users Review

From reader reviews:
CarlosVickers:

With other case, little persons like to read book Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction. Y ou can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book
Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction. Y ou can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by just abook. Absolutely right, since from book you can realize everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you could know that. In this
era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou may use it when you
feel weary to go to thelibrary. Let's read.

Perla Baxter:

The actual book Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction will bring you to the new experience of
reading a new book. The author style to describe the ideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to
learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction is much
recommended to you to see. Y ou can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

Larry Mason:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extratime, we
will say absolutely yes. People is human not only arobot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try



this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is usually Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction.

Misty Ware:

Isit you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Contemporary Art: A Very Short Introduction can
be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are so out of date, spending your extratime by
reading in this brand new erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?
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