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Critical Approachesto Comics offers students a deeper understanding of the
artistic and cultural significance of comic books and graphic novels by
introducing key theories and critical methods for analyzing comics. Each chapter
explains and then demonstrates a critical method or approach, which students can
then apply to interrogate and critique the meanings and forms of comic books,
graphic novels, and other sequential art. The authors introduce a wide range of
critical perspectives on comics, including fandom, genre, intertextuality,
adaptation, gender, narrative, formalism, visual culture, and much more.

Asthefirst comprehensive introduction to critical methods for studying comics,
Critical Approachesto Comicsistheideal textbook for avariety of coursesin
comics studies.

Contributors: Henry Jenkins, David Berona, Joseph Witek, Randy Duncan, Marc
Singer, Pascal Lefevre, Andrei Molotiu, Jeff McLaughlin, Amy Kiste Nyberg,
Christopher Murray, Mark Rogers, lan Gordon, Stanford Carpenter, Matthew J.
Smith, Brad J. Ricca, Peter Coogan, Leonard Rifas, Jennifer K. Stuller, Ana
Merino, Mel Gibson, Jeffrey A. Brown, Brian Swafford
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Editorial Review
Review

'In thisvolume, ably edited by Randy Duncan and M atthew J. Smith, some of the brightest and best
international comics critics have joined forcesto apply a variety of theoretical approachesto selected
major textsto elucidatetheir appeal for the modern reader. Theresult isa user-friendly guide for
professors, students, and general readersalike. Criticism has seldom been more fun.' M. Thomas Inge,
Blackwell Professor of Humanities, Randol ph-Macon College

'Thestrength of thisoverview isin itstruly admirable breadth?the broad range of objectsit analyzes
along with the various methodologiesit bringsto bear on comics. Thisvolumeisa valuable
introduction to the lexicon of what many are now calling ‘comics studies' that usefully seeksto enlarge
the emerging field as opposed to fixing it down." ?Hillary Chute, Neubauer Family Assistant Professor,
English, University of Chicago

'Despite theincreasingly broad academic interest in and published studies of comic books, until now
there has not been a single-volume handbook to methodsin thefield... If thereisto be a discipline of
‘comics studies,' thisisthe sort of book necessary for the conversation.' - D. Orcutt, CHOICE magazine

'Editors Matthew J. Smith and Randy Duncan deserve applause for their meticulous editing of Critical
Approachesto Comics.' - Kirsten Mollegaard, University of Hawai'i at Hilo

About the Author

Matthew J. Smith is Professor of Communication at Wittenberg University. He regularly teaches " Graphic
Storytelling" and leads an annual field study at Comic-Con International. Recent books include The Power of
Comics: History, Form and Culture (with Randy Duncan) and Online Communication: Linking Technology,
Culture, and Identity (with Andrew F. Wood).

Randy Duncan is Professor of Communication at Henderson State University. He is co-author of The Power
of Comics: History, Formand Culture (with Matthew J. Smith). Duncan is a co-founder (with Peter Coogan)
of the Comics Arts Conference, and serves on the Editorial Board of the International Journal of Comic Art
and the Board of Directors of the Ingtitute for Comics Studies. He was recently presented the Inkpot Award
for Achievement in Comic Arts during the Pioneers of Comics Scholarship panel at Comic-Con International
in San Diego.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Quentin Ryan:

This Critical Approachesto Comics: Theories and Methods book is not really ordinary book, you have after



that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is actually information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read alot of
information you will get. Thiskind of Critical Approachesto Comics: Theories and Methods without we
recogni ze teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry Critical
Approaches to Comics: Theories and Methods can bring any time you are and not make your bag space or
bookshelves grow to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even cell phone. This Critical
Approaches to Comics: Theories and Methods having great arrangement in word as well as layout, so you
will not experience uninterested in reading.

Mary Grays:

Now aday peoplethat Living in the erawherever everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How individualsto be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a book
can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Critical Approachesto Comics: Theories
and Methods book since this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the datain this book
hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

| saiah Owen:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Critical Approachesto Comics: Theories and
Methods reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Critical Approachesto Comics:
Theories and Methods as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one book that
can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing an additional sixth senseto pick this!?
Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Cassandra Giron:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. Y ou can choose typically the book Critical Approaches to Comics: Theories and
Methods to make your own personal reading is interesting. Y our current skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle
the impression about book and looking at especiadly. It isto beinitial opinion for you to like to open a book
and learn it. Beside that the publication Critical Approachesto Comics: Theories and Methods canto be a
newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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