
Gender and Sexuality in Modern Chinese
History (New Approaches to Asian History)

By Susan L. Mann

Gender and Sexuality in Modern Chinese History (New Approaches to
Asian History) By Susan L. Mann

Gender and sexuality have been neglected topics in the history of Chinese
civilization, despite the fact that philosophers, writers, parents, doctors, and
ordinary people of all descriptions have left reams of historical evidence on the
subject. Moreover, China's late imperial government was arguably more
concerned about gender and sexuality among its subjects than any other pre-
modern state. Sexual desire and sexual activity were viewed as innate human
needs, essential to bodily health and well-being, and universal marriage and
reproduction served the state by supplying tax-paying subjects, duly bombarded
with propaganda about family values. How did these and other late imperial
legacies shape twentieth-century notions of gender and sexuality in modern
China? In this wonderfully written and enthralling book, Susan Mann answers
that question by focusing in turn on state policy, ideas about the physical body,
and notions of sexuality and difference in China's recent history, from medicine
to the theater to the gay bar; from law to art and sports. More broadly, the book
shows how changes in attitudes toward sex and gender in China during the
twentieth century have cast a new light on the process of becoming modern,
while simultaneously challenging the universalizing assumptions of Western
modernity.
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philosophers, writers, parents, doctors, and ordinary people of all descriptions have left reams of historical
evidence on the subject. Moreover, China's late imperial government was arguably more concerned about
gender and sexuality among its subjects than any other pre-modern state. Sexual desire and sexual activity
were viewed as innate human needs, essential to bodily health and well-being, and universal marriage and
reproduction served the state by supplying tax-paying subjects, duly bombarded with propaganda about
family values. How did these and other late imperial legacies shape twentieth-century notions of gender and
sexuality in modern China? In this wonderfully written and enthralling book, Susan Mann answers that
question by focusing in turn on state policy, ideas about the physical body, and notions of sexuality and
difference in China's recent history, from medicine to the theater to the gay bar; from law to art and sports.
More broadly, the book shows how changes in attitudes toward sex and gender in China during the twentieth
century have cast a new light on the process of becoming modern, while simultaneously challenging the
universalizing assumptions of Western modernity.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Gender and Sexuality in Modern Chinese History provides readers with a thoroughly lucid and insightful
synthesis of this complex field and its challenges. Spanning centuries, Mann moves adeptly between late
imperial China and the developments of the twentieth century ... [and] provide[s] a remarkable synthesis and
guide to this dynamic and developing field that will enrich the study of gender and sexuality in modern
China for students and researchers alike.' The Journal of Asian Studies

About the Author
Susan Mann is Professor Emerita of History at the University of California, Davis. She has written many
books including The Talented Women of the Zhang Family (2007) and Precious Records: Women in China's
Long Eighteenth Century (1997).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Bennett:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Gender and Sexuality in Modern Chinese
History (New Approaches to Asian History) as your daily resource information.

Margaret Calderon:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Gender and Sexuality in Modern
Chinese History (New Approaches to Asian History) book written by well-known writer who knows well
how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still
uncertainty Gender and Sexuality in Modern Chinese History (New Approaches to Asian History) as good
book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its
include, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Tommy Cowen:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,



you think reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Gender and Sexuality in
Modern Chinese History (New Approaches to Asian History) which is getting the e-book version. So , try
out this book? Let's find.

Jennifer Shipley:

In this particular era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of
several books in the top collection in your reading list will be Gender and Sexuality in Modern Chinese
History (New Approaches to Asian History). This book that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get
you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this guide you can get many
advantages.
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