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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
America's first century was defined by expansion and the negotiation of territories among areas colonized by
the French and Spanish, or occupied by natives. The exact location of borders became paramount; playwright
and screenwriter Stein amasses the story of each state's border, channeling them into a cohesive whole.
Proceeding through the states alphabetically, Stein takes the innovative step of addressing each border-north,
south, east, west-separately. Border stories shine a spotlight on many aspects of American history: the 49th
parallel was chosen for the northern borders of Minnesota, North Dakota, and Montana because they ensured
England's access to the Great Lakes, vital to their fur trade; in 1846, Washington D.C. residents south of the
Potomac successfully petitioned to rejoin Virginia (called both "retrocession" and "a crime") in order to keep
out free African-Americans. Aside from tales of violent conquest and political glad-handing, there's early,
breathtaking tales of American politicos' favorite sport, gerrymandering (in 1864, Idaho judge Sidney
Edgerton single-handedly "derailed" Idaho's proposed boundary, to Montana's benefit, with $2,000 in gold).
American history enthusiasts should be captivated by this fun, informative text.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“Give me the splendid irregularities any day. God bless the panhandles and notches, the West Virginias and
Oklahomas.” (Wall Street Journal)

“For anyone who’s been confounded by the largest of all jigsaw puzzles, the one that carved out those fifty
weirdly formed states, here is the solution. It’s history, it’s geography, it’s comedy, it’s indispensable.”
(ANDRO LINKLATER, author of The Fabric of America: How Our Borders and Boundaries Shaped the
Country and Forged Our National Identity)

“If you ever wondered why Delaware owns a small portion of the southwest New Jersey coast, the answer is
here!” (Library Journal)

“A fascinating and wonderfully entertaining account of an often-overlooked oddity of America’s history:
how the jigsaw-puzzle layout of the United States emerged. I never thought a book on geography could be
funny, but Mark Stein has pulled it off.” (Vogue)

About the Author

Mark Stein is a playwright and screenwriter. His plays have been performed off-Broadway and at theaters
throughout the country. His films include Housesitter, with Steve Martin and Goldie Hawn. He has taught
writing and drama at American University and Catholic University and lives in Washington, D.C.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James McDonald:

Within other case, little persons like to read book How the States Got Their Shapes. You can choose the best
book if you love reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book How the States Got



Their Shapes. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the
library. Let's go through.

Cheryl Cooley:

This How the States Got Their Shapes are generally reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The reason why of this How the States Got Their Shapes can be among the great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that
maybe will shock your prior knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this How the States Got
Their Shapes giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Timothy Reed:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lot of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this
one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read
is usually How the States Got Their Shapes.

Jerold Niemi:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more
time to be study. How the States Got Their Shapes can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an
individual who have those short free time problems.
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