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Drawing on ethnographic research spanning ten years, Antoinette Elizabeth
DeNapoli offers anew perspective on the practice of asceticism in Indiatoday.
Her work brings to light the little known and often marginalized lives of female
Hindu ascetics (sadhus) in the North Indian state of Rajasthan. Examining the
everyday religious worlds and practices of the mostly unlettered female sadhus,
who come from a number of castes, Real Sadhus Sing to God illustrates that
these women experience asceticism in relational and celebratory ways. They
construct their lives as paths of singing to God, which, the author suggests, serves
as the female way of being an ascetic. Examining the relationship between
asceticism (sannyas) and devotion (bhakti) in contemporary contexts, the book
brings together two disparate fields of study-yoga/asceticism and bhakti-using
the singing of bhajans (devotional songs) as an orienting metaphor.

Thisisthe first book-length study to explore the ways in which female sadhus
perform and thus create gendered views of asceticism through their singing,
storytelling, and sacred text practices, which DeNapoli characterizes as their
"rhetoric of renunciation."
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Drawing on ethnographic research spanning ten years, Antoinette Elizabeth DeNapoli offers a new
perspective on the practice of asceticism in Indiatoday. Her work bringsto light the little known and often
marginalized lives of female Hindu ascetics (sadhus) in the North Indian state of Rajasthan. Examining the
everyday religious worlds and practices of the mostly unlettered femal e sadhus, who come from a number of
castes, Real Sadhus Sing to God illustrates that these women experience asceticism in relational and
celebratory ways. They construct their lives as paths of singing to God, which, the author suggests, serves as
the female way of being an ascetic. Examining the relationship between asceticism (sannyas) and devotion
(bhakti) in contemporary contexts, the book brings together two disparate fields of study-yoga/asceticism
and bhakti-using the singing of bhajans (devaotional songs) as an orienting metaphor.

Thisisthe first book-length study to explore the ways in which female sadhus perform and thus create
gendered views of asceticism through their singing, storytelling, and sacred text practices, which DeNapoli
characterizes as their "rhetoric of renunciation.”
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Editorial Review
Review

"DeNapoli's engaging and spirited ethnography offers original insights into complex intersections of gender
with socia hierarchies, world-renunciation, and the poetics of devotional experience. Vivid and memorable
portraits of strong female characters reveal how deep religious convictions may equally provide unflinching
critiques of everyday constraints on women's embodied lives. Delightfully readable and teachable!" --Ann
Grodzins Gold, Thomas J. Watson Professor of Religion and Professor of Anthropology, Syracuse
University

About the Author

Antoinette Elizabeth DeNapoli is an Assistant Professor of Religious Studies at the University of
Wyoming.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Ramona Johnson:

Throughout other case, little persons like to read book Real Sadhus Sing to God: Gender, Asceticism, and
Vernacular Religion in Rajasthan (AAR Religion, Culture, and History). Y ou can choose the best book if
you'd prefer reading abook. Aslong as we know about how isimportant a book Real Sadhus Sing to God:
Gender, Asceticism, and Vernacular Religion in Rajasthan (AAR Religion, Culture, and History). Y ou can
add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of abook. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can know everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known.
About simple matter until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, you can open a book as well
as searching by internet device. It is called e-book. Y ou should use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Mark Copeland:

The book Real Sadhus Sing to God: Gender, Asceticism, and Vernacular Religion in Rgjasthan (AAR
Religion, Culture, and History) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book Real Sadhus Sing to God: Gender,
Asceticism, and Vernacular Religion in Rgjasthan (AAR Religion, Culture, and History)? Some of you have
adifferent opinion about publication. But one aim this book can give many factsfor us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Real Sadhus Sing to God: Gender,
Asceticism, and Vernacular Religion in Rgjasthan (AAR Religion, Culture, and History) has simple shape



but the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can look the enormous world by available
and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Ricardo Bishop:

Y ou may spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Real Sadhus Sing to God: Gender,
Asceticism, and Vernacular Religion in Rgjasthan (AAR Religion, Culture, and History) is simple to bring
you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not include much space to
bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. Y ou can save the
book in your smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Margo Soares:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. Aswe know those
guides have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.
Through the book Real Sadhus Sing to God: Gender, Asceticism, and Vernacular Religion in Ragjasthan
(AAR Réligion, Culture, and History) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For
being creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the best book that appropriate with your
aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book Real Sadhus Sing to God: Gender,
Asceticism, and Vernacular Religion in Rajasthan (AAR Religion, Culture, and History). Y ou can more
desirable than now.
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