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Slavery in Mississippi, first published in 1933, is a deeply researched and tightly
argued social and economic study of slave life in Mississippi by Charles S.
Sydnor (1898-1954). Inspired by Ulrich B. Phillips's American Negro Slavery
(1918) and Life and Labor in the Old South (1929), Sydnor strived to test
Phillips's contention that slavery was simultaneously a benign institution for
African American slaves and an unprofitable one for their masters.
Sydnor included path-breaking chapters on such broad scholarly topics as slave
labor, slave trading, and the profitability of slavery, but he also examined in
depth slave clothing, food, shelter, physical and social care, police control, slave
fugitives, and punishments and rewards. More thorough than many previous
historians, Sydnor examined how slavery "worked" as a social and economic
system--how slaves actually lived, how planters bought, cared for, controlled,
hired out, and sold their human property.
Historian John David Smith's new introduction to this Southern Classic edition
frames the original text within the scholarship on slavery in the interwar years,
presents its arguments, chronicles its reception by white and black critics, and
highlights the ongoing debates about slavery, especially on the profitability of
slavery and the conditions of slave life sparked by Sydnor's influential book.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
A path-breaking study of slavery in Mississippi from 1933 contributes to the ongoing debate

About the Author
Charles S. Sydnor was ranked as one of his generation's leading southern historians, and in 1939 his peers
elected him president of the Southern Historical Association. In 1950 - '51 Sydnor held the Harmsworth
Lectureship in American History at Oxford University. Some of his publications include The Development
of Southern Sectionalism, American Revolutionaries in the Making, and Gentleman Freeholders.

John David Smith is the Charles H. Stone Distinguished Professor of American History at the University of
North Carolina at Charlotte. He is the author or editor of more than two dozen books, including An Old
Creed for the New South, Black Judas: William Hannibal Thomas and The American Negro, and Lincoln
and the U.S. Colored Troops.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cindy Grant:

Do you among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained in the straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Slavery in Mississippi (Southern Classics) book is readable by you who hate
the perfect word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer of Slavery in Mississippi
(Southern Classics) content conveys objective easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book
are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you nonetheless thinking
Slavery in Mississippi (Southern Classics) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Jarred Chisolm:

The book untitled Slavery in Mississippi (Southern Classics) contain a lot of information on this. The writer
explains the woman idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not
really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was published by famous author. The author will take you
in the new period of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice study.

Pauline Jones:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon.



You can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is Slavery in Mississippi (Southern Classics) this publication consist a lot of
the information of the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.

Wilma Hogan:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Slavery in Mississippi (Southern
Classics) can give you a lot of buddies because by you considering this one book you have matter that they
don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for
you to get success. This publication offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let us have Slavery in
Mississippi (Southern Classics).
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