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Law can be looked at from both an internal legal perspective - reflected in the
official discourse supporting legal decisions - and an external perspective - which
is pursued by studies that look at the law from the outside as the subject of
sociological, economic, or philosophical analysis. This external dimension -
related to extra-legal factors that impact the law, such as the institutional
environment in which the law is applied - is usually ignored, or not addressed
systematically by studies that focus on the internal perspective. By systematically
internalizing these 'external' elements into legal theory and practice, contextual
approaches lead to the development of better descriptive theories and more
attractive normative models of the law, and specifically EU law, than de-
contextualized approaches allow for. Additionally, contextual approaches are
more self-aware than de-contextualized approaches, since they are able to make
sense of the role that legal practice (by judges, legal practitioners, and academics)
plays in the development of the law.

It is through a contextual approach that Pedro Caro de Sousa develops a general
theory of European constitutional law, in particular free movement law and the
EU fundamental freedoms. As a contribution to the development of EU
constitutionalism, this monograph focuses on the interplay between the different
normative concerns behind the EU's market freedoms identified in traditional
legal discourse and the various extra-legal and institutional factors that affect
how that law is applied and develops in practice. Moving away from traditional
studies of free movement law, Caro de Sousa's book offers a fresh approach to
free movement law. Rather than proposing normative approaches, he uses this
approach to construct a broader thesis: that the EU law of free movement can
best be understood as interplay of traditional legal doctrines and practices and the
specific institutional environment where this law is applied and developed.
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Law can be looked at from both an internal legal perspective - reflected in the official discourse supporting
legal decisions - and an external perspective - which is pursued by studies that look at the law from the
outside as the subject of sociological, economic, or philosophical analysis. This external dimension - related
to extra-legal factors that impact the law, such as the institutional environment in which the law is applied -
is usually ignored, or not addressed systematically by studies that focus on the internal perspective. By
systematically internalizing these 'external' elements into legal theory and practice, contextual approaches
lead to the development of better descriptive theories and more attractive normative models of the law, and
specifically EU law, than de-contextualized approaches allow for. Additionally, contextual approaches are
more self-aware than de-contextualized approaches, since they are able to make sense of the role that legal
practice (by judges, legal practitioners, and academics) plays in the development of the law.

It is through a contextual approach that Pedro Caro de Sousa develops a general theory of European
constitutional law, in particular free movement law and the EU fundamental freedoms. As a contribution to
the development of EU constitutionalism, this monograph focuses on the interplay between the different
normative concerns behind the EU's market freedoms identified in traditional legal discourse and the various
extra-legal and institutional factors that affect how that law is applied and develops in practice. Moving away
from traditional studies of free movement law, Caro de Sousa's book offers a fresh approach to free
movement law. Rather than proposing normative approaches, he uses this approach to construct a broader
thesis: that the EU law of free movement can best be understood as interplay of traditional legal doctrines
and practices and the specific institutional environment where this law is applied and developed.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Pedro Caro de Sousa, Lecturer in Law, University of Reading

Pedro Caro de Sousa specializes in EU Law, International Economic Law, and Competition Law. He has
also researched on Legal Theory and Public Law, particularly on Constitutional Law and Theory. He has
published numerous articles in peer-reviewed journals, including the European Law Review, the European
Law Journal, the German Law Journal, the Cambridge Journal of International and Comparative Law, and
the European Journal of Legal Studies.

Pedro is currently a Lecturer in Law at the University of Reading, and a Visiting Tutor in EU Law and
Competition Law at the University of Oxford. In the past he has also taught at King's College, London, at
Universidade Catolica de Lisboa, and been a Graduate Teaching Assistant in Competition Law at the
University of Oxford. He is a dual-qualified lawyer (in Portugal and England and Wales), having worked for
many years at Linklaters LLP in both Lisbon and London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ellen Jones:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual
crowded place and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the
item for a while is reading. Yes, by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to
remain than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this The
European Fundamental Freedoms: A Contextual Approach (Oxford Studies in European Law) book as basic
and daily reading e-book. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Frances Hairston:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking The European
Fundamental Freedoms: A Contextual Approach (Oxford Studies in European Law) that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react to the world. It can't be
explained constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to become
success person. So , for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you could pick The
European Fundamental Freedoms: A Contextual Approach (Oxford Studies in European Law) become your
starter.



Olive Wilson:

You can obtain this The European Fundamental Freedoms: A Contextual Approach (Oxford Studies in
European Law) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your
solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only
simply by written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era
including now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now,
choose your own personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Terra Runyan:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by means of searching
from it. It is called of book The European Fundamental Freedoms: A Contextual Approach (Oxford Studies
in European Law). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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