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This comprehensive survey brings together primary source material related to the
design of interior spaces through history. The authors probe how issuesin the
design of interior space have been approached by designers past and present and
also the influence of fields such as psychology and the fine arts on spatial design.
Excellent visual examples clarify different concepts discussed.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

The Interior Dimension A Theoretical Approach to Enclosed Space Joy Monice Malnar and Frank Vodvarka
"A plan proceeds from within to without... The exterior isthe result of the interior.” --Le Corbusier This
comment clearly indicates the primacy of the interior as a generator of form--but design theory has
historically emphasized buildings' exterior, not itsinterior. And this approach, essentially sculptural, has
often had less than a beneficial effect on the building's occupants. That situation is, however, changing, and
the interior isincreasingly being viewed as the designer's primary concern. The Interior Dimension provides
amuch-needed theoretical overview of interior space--its history and character--in an organized and
comprehensive manner. Exploring the history of spatial design from the first century B.C. to the present, this
innovative book reviews the part of architectural theory that relates to the interior, as well as such related
disciplines as fine art, psychology, philosophy, literature, and the environmental sciences. The approach is
eclectic, and seeksto identify those design concerns necessary to proceed ..".from within to without." The
book's three-part organization clearly distinguishes fundamental design elements, their derivation, and
applications within a cultural context. Each section addresses increasingly complex issues in design, thus
providing abase of understanding for the succeeding chapter. First, The Interior Dimension examines the
importance of theory, as well as attributes of fundamental design elements and their perception. The authors
stress the abstract nature and generative potential of even the simplest gesture, examining human spatial
reguirements both in terms of metaphysical aspects of visual elements and critical studiesin perception.
Second, it probes some of the positions that noted designers have historically held about design in general,
and the design of interior space in particular. Individuals have been selected for their importance to spatial
design, and arranged in chronological order so that their ideas may be seen in development. Alternative and
opposing viewpoints contribute to alively dialogue of concepts and opinions. Finally, The Interior
Dimension addresses a range of technical, aesthetic, psychological, and ethical concerns that primarily--
though not exclusively--affect the interior. This section deals with broad issues in aesthetics and psychology,
architectural semiotics, spatial communication systems, and primordial archetypes. The intent of this section
isnot to solve particular design problems, but to address the fundamental issues that concern design
generdly, and which remain of concern long after any specific application. Richly illustrated with
photographs and drawings from both architectural and related sources, The Interior Dimension isintended to
serve as a provocative and useful design theory text for students of architecture and interior design, both in
formal class situations and as a reference work. But it should also serve as a valuable study aid for design
professionals preparing to take the theory and history sections of the National Council for Interior Design
Quadlification (NCIDQ) exam. Finally, the issues raised by this work are so fundamental and broad, that it
should appeal to anyone interested in the form and function of human dwelling.

From the Back Cover
"A plan proceeds from within to without... The exterior isthe result of the interior."
—LeCorbusier

This comment clearly indicates the primacy of the interior as a generator of form—~but design theory has
historically emphasized buildings exterior, not itsinterior. And this approach, essentially sculptural, has
often had less than a beneficial effect on the building's occupants. That situation is, however, changing, and
the interior isincreasingly being viewed as the designer's primary concern. The Interior Dimension provides
amuch-needed theoretical overview of interior space—its history and character—in an organized and
comprehensive manner. Exploring the history of spatial design from the first century B.C. to the present, this



innovative book reviews the part of architectural theory that relates to the interior, as well as such related
disciplines as fine art, psychology, philosophy, literature, and the environmental sciences. The approach is
eclectic, and seeksto identify those design concerns necessary to proceed "...from within to without."

The book's three-part organization clearly distinguishes fundamental design elements, their derivation, and
applications within a cultural context. Each section addresses increasingly complex issuesin design, thus
providing a base of understanding for the succeeding chapter. First, The Interior Dimension examines the
importance of theory, aswell as attributes of fundamental design elements and their perception. The authors
stress the abstract nature and generative potential of even the simplest gesture, examining human spatial
reguirements both in terms of metaphysical aspects of visual elements and critical studiesin perception.
Second, it probes some of the positions that noted designers have historically held about design in general,
and the design of interior space in particular. Individuals have been selected for their importance to spatial
design, and arranged in chronological order so that their ideas may be seen in development. Alternative and
opposing viewpoints contribute to alively dialogue of concepts and opinions. Finally, The Interior
Dimension addresses arange of technical, aesthetic, psychological, and ethical concerns that
primarily—though not exclusively—affect the interior.

This section deals with broad issues in aesthetics and psychology, architectural semiotics, spatial
communication systems, and primordial archetypes. The intent of this section is not to solve particular design
problems, but to address the fundamental issues that concern design generally, and which remain of concern
long after any specific application. Richly illustrated with photographs and drawings from both architectural
and related sources, The Interior Dimension isintended to serve as a provocative and useful design theory
text for students of architecture and interior design, both in formal class situations and as a reference work.
But it should also serve as a valuable study aid for design professionals preparing to take the theory and
history sections of the National Council for Interior Design Qualification (NCIDQ) exam.

Finally, theissues raised by thiswork are so fundamental and broad, that it should appeal to anyone
interested in the form and function of human dwelling.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:



Reginald Hunter:

The book The Interior Dimension: A Theoretical Approach to Enclosed Space make you feel enjoy for your
spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book The Interior
Dimension: A Theoretical Approach to Enclosed Space for being your habit, you can get more advantages,
like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or al subjects. It is possible to
know everything if you like available and read a publication The Interior Dimension: A Theoretical
Approach to Enclosed Space. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or
other individuals. So, how do you think about this reserve?

Jill White:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare
time to try and do others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What did you
do? Every person has many questions above. They should answer that question since just their can do which.
It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on pre-school
until university need this specific The Interior Dimension: A Theoretical Approach to Enclosed Space to
read.

Tom Seaman:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not trying The Interior Dimension: A Theoretical
Approach to Enclosed Space that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by simply reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then
how they react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading practice only for the geeky particular
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for al of you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you could pick The Interior Dimension: A Theoretical Approach to Enclosed
Space become your current starter.

William Johnson:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
yathink reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It aright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Interior Dimension: A
Theoretical Approach to Enclosed Space which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's
notice.
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