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The West has always had a difficult time understanding the Soviet Union. For
decades Americans have known a Soviet Union clouded by ideological passions
and a dearth of information. Today, with the revelations under glasnost and the
collapse of the Communist empire, Americans are now able to see the former
Soviet Union as a whole, and explore the turbulent tale of a Soviet history that
has a beginning, a middle, and an end.
One of the eminent Soviet historians of our time, Ronald Grigor Suny takes us on
a journey that examines the complex themes of Soviet history from the last tsar
of the Russian empire to the first president of the Russian republic. He examines
the legacies left by former Soviet leaders and explores the successor states and
the challenges they now face. Combining gripping detail with insightful analysis,
Suny focuses on three revolutions: the tumultuous year of 1917 when Vladimir
Lenin led the Bolshevik takeover of the tsarist empire; the 1930s when Joseph
Stalin refashioned the economy, the society, and the state; and the 1980s and
1990s when Mikhail Gorbachev's ambitious and catastrophic attempt at sweeping
reform and revitalization resulted in the breakup of the Soviet Union led by Boris
Yeltsin. He unravels issues, explaining "deeply contradictory" policies toward
the various Soviet nationalities, including Moscow's ambivalence over its own
New Economic Policy of the 1920s and the attempts at reform that followed
Stalin's death. He captures familiar as well as little-known events, including the
movement of the crowds on the streets of St. Petersburg in the February
revolution; Stalin's collapse into a near-catatonic state after Hitler's much-
predicted invasion; and Yeltsin's political maneuvering and public grandstanding
as he pushed the disintegration of the Soviet Union and faced down his rivals.
Students and social scientists alike continue to be fascinated by the Soviet
experiment and its meaning. The Soviet Experiment recovers the complexities
and contradictions of the 70 years of Soviet Power, exploring its real
achievements as well as its grotesque failings. Clearly written and well-argued,
this narrative is complete with helpful anecdotes and examples that will not only
engage students and offer them an opportunity to learn from new material but
also afford them the opportunity to form their own opinions by reading the text
and looking into the suggested readings. With insight and detail, Suny has
constructed a masterful work, providing the fullest account yet of one of the
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greatest transformations of modern history.
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The West has always had a difficult time understanding the Soviet Union. For decades Americans have
known a Soviet Union clouded by ideological passions and a dearth of information. Today, with the
revelations under glasnost and the collapse of the Communist empire, Americans are now able to see the
former Soviet Union as a whole, and explore the turbulent tale of a Soviet history that has a beginning, a
middle, and an end.
One of the eminent Soviet historians of our time, Ronald Grigor Suny takes us on a journey that examines
the complex themes of Soviet history from the last tsar of the Russian empire to the first president of the
Russian republic. He examines the legacies left by former Soviet leaders and explores the successor states
and the challenges they now face. Combining gripping detail with insightful analysis, Suny focuses on three
revolutions: the tumultuous year of 1917 when Vladimir Lenin led the Bolshevik takeover of the tsarist
empire; the 1930s when Joseph Stalin refashioned the economy, the society, and the state; and the 1980s and
1990s when Mikhail Gorbachev's ambitious and catastrophic attempt at sweeping reform and revitalization
resulted in the breakup of the Soviet Union led by Boris Yeltsin. He unravels issues, explaining "deeply
contradictory" policies toward the various Soviet nationalities, including Moscow's ambivalence over its own
New Economic Policy of the 1920s and the attempts at reform that followed Stalin's death. He captures
familiar as well as little-known events, including the movement of the crowds on the streets of St. Petersburg
in the February revolution; Stalin's collapse into a near-catatonic state after Hitler's much-predicted invasion;
and Yeltsin's political maneuvering and public grandstanding as he pushed the disintegration of the Soviet
Union and faced down his rivals.
Students and social scientists alike continue to be fascinated by the Soviet experiment and its meaning. The
Soviet Experiment recovers the complexities and contradictions of the 70 years of Soviet Power, exploring its
real achievements as well as its grotesque failings. Clearly written and well-argued, this narrative is complete
with helpful anecdotes and examples that will not only engage students and offer them an opportunity to
learn from new material but also afford them the opportunity to form their own opinions by reading the text
and looking into the suggested readings. With insight and detail, Suny has constructed a masterful work,
providing the fullest account yet of one of the greatest transformations of modern history.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Suny (political science, Univ. of Chicago; Looking Toward Ararat, Indiana Univ., 1993) is a highly regarded
scholar of the late Soviet Union. His present work, a textbook survey of that country's "turbulent tale," charts
the "traumatic and painful transformations" of Russia from decrepit tsarist autocracy to post-Soviet chaos,
corruption, and uncertainty. Suny's tone is judicious, and his judgment that the Soviet experiment's great
achievement of "rough modernization of a backward, agrarian society," which produced nonetheless an
incompletely modernized society for the 1980s and 1990s, is well supported. He is particularly good on
World War II, its cost, and its impact. Each chapter has suggestions for further readings, with a chronology
of dates at the end. This is and should remain a valuable reference text.?Robert H. Johnston, McMaster
Univ., Hamilton, Ontario
Copyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Ronald Suny has written a splendid book, likely to become the standard history of the Soviet Union. If
offers a wide-ranging, detailed, but shaply focused analytical narrative...It is a well-balanced account in
every sense...In contrast to the moralizing that has passed for historical analysis in some quarters recently,
Suny manages to write critically about the Soviet experiment, sparing us none of its horrors, yet registering
its achievements...Throughout the writing is lucid, spiced by the telling example, quotation, or anecdote.
Ultimately, however, what makes the book so impressive is its breadth of human sympathy. Undergraduates,
start here!"--The Russian Review

"Interesting, comprehensive, and thought-provoking. An authoritative text on Soviet and Russian politics."--
Guoli Lin, College of Charleston

"A thoroughly researched and extremely well written text. I will definitely use it in my courses. The length is
perfect and it covers all subjects up to the present. Excellent."--Walter T. Brown, Ramapo College of New
Jersey

"The best text available for upper-level courses in Soviet History."--Hugh Phillips, Western Kentucky
University

"A comprehensive overview of the Soviet state from the point of origin to the successor states after the
dissolution. Should prove an ideal one-volume introduction to Russia in the 20th century."--Dan O'Bryan,
Sierra Nevada College

About the Author

Ronald Grigor Suny is currently Professor of Political Science at the University of Chicago. He was
previously Alex Manoogian Professor of Modern Armenian History at the University of Michigan.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Margaret Stanley:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add
your knowledge by the reserve entitled The Soviet Experiment: Russia, The USSR, and the Successor States.
Try to the actual book The Soviet Experiment: Russia, The USSR, and the Successor States as your good
friend. It means that it can being your friend when you experience alone and beside associated with course
make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you far more
confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Jonathan Scott:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy particular person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to answer that
question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it
is appropriate. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Soviet
Experiment: Russia, The USSR, and the Successor States to read.

Lewis Dall:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Yep, by reading a publication your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. For you personally who want to start reading the book, we give you this specific The Soviet
Experiment: Russia, The USSR, and the Successor States book as nice and daily reading publication. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Irvin Ashbaugh:

The book untitled The Soviet Experiment: Russia, The USSR, and the Successor States contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was written by
famous author. The author will take you in the new age of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site as well as order
it. Have a nice study.
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