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Shipwrecked on the shore of Japan, twelve-year-old Jack Fletcher is wounded
and alone. His father and the entire crew have been slaughtered by ninja pirates.
Jack's last remaining possession is his father's rudder, an invaluable book of maps
and notes about the world's uncharted oceans. Masamoto-sama, one of Japan's
greatest samurai, rescues Jack, adopts him, and sends him to samurai school,
where Jack will be trained in the Way of the Warrior. Will it be enough to help
Jack defeat Dragon Eye, the ruthless ninja who is intent on stealing the rudder at
any cost?
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Debut author Bradford comes out swinging in this fast-paced adventure set in medieval
Japan, the first in the projected Young Samurai trilogy. Twelve-year-old Jack Fletcher has gained a
reputation aboard a British merchant vessel as an agile rigging monkey. But after Japanese ninja murder the
entire crew, including his father, Jack is left alone and injured to cope with strange customs and
indecipherable language. When he shows his fortitude and cleverness, however, a powerful samurai adopts
him and sends him to learn the ways of Japan's warrior class. Jack's story alone makes for a page-turner, but
coupling it with intriguing bits of Japanese history and culture, Bradford produces an adventure novel to rank
among the genre's best. The intricate and authentic descriptions of martial arts contests will hold readers
spellbound. Just as potent for many readers, though, are the outright hatred and prejudice Jack faces as a
gaijin, or foreigner, while he attempts to master an elaborate code of honor. This book earns the literary
equivalent of a black belt. Ages 10–up. (Mar.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
In 1611, a British merchant ship bound for “the Japans” is attacked by ninjas, and the lone survivor, 12-year-
old Jack Fletcher, is taken into the home of a revered samurai. After dispensing with Jack’s initial sense of
being lost in a new culture, the story dives directly into what teenaged boys will be looking for: fighting, and
lots of it. The action comes fast, and Bradford writes with the authority of a black belt—which he happens to
be—and a genuine respect for the subject. The minutiae of Jack’s samurai training are conveyed with clarity
and plenty of bravura, and while the central conflicts in Jack’s path tend to be shallow and fairly telegraphed,
the clashes they lead into are deeper and more satisfying. Employing a wide range of Japanese terms will
have the dual effect of drawing readers intrigued by Japanese culture into the story, while dispelling the
interest of those less enthusiastic. But it’s hard to fault an author for authenticity, and this first historical
adventure in what promises to be a series shows definite promise. Grades 6-9. --Ian Chipman

Review
... a fantastic adventure that floors the reader on page one and keeps them there until the end. The pace is
furious and the martial arts detail authentic -- Eoin Colfer A beautifully written, excellently researched and
thoughtfully presented work ... Chris Bradford has caputered the essence of what it meant to be samurai --
Sensei Akemi, eldest daughter of an old samurai family and Lecturer of Japanese Culture A really exciting,
action-packed martial arts adventure ... the fast pace and attention to detail makes this a wonderful read for
all children, whether they are involved in martial arts or not -- Steve Cowley, 6th Dan Instructor Kyo Shin
Taijutsu ... a fantastic adventure that floors the reader on page one and keeps them there until the end. The
pace is furious and the martial arts detail authentic Eoin Colfer

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jerry Hernandez:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


your knowledge by the guide entitled Way of the Warrior, The (Young Samurai, Book 1). Try to make the
book Way of the Warrior, The (Young Samurai, Book 1) as your buddy. It means that it can to get your
friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is
very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you more confidence because you can know almost everything
by the book. So , let's make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Earnestine Marcus:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book Way of the Warrior, The (Young Samurai,
Book 1). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book Way of the Warrior, The (Young Samurai, Book 1). You can add understanding and of
course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can recognize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple issue until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book.
You should use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's go through.

Nancy Jones:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys that aren't like that. This Way of the Warrior, The (Young Samurai, Book 1) book is readable by you
who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer associated with Way
of the Warrior, The (Young Samurai, Book 1) content conveys objective easily to understand by many
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information but it just different available as it. So , do
you continue to thinking Way of the Warrior, The (Young Samurai, Book 1) is not loveable to be your top
record reading book?

Brian Scheele:

The book untitled Way of the Warrior, The (Young Samurai, Book 1) contain a lot of information on that.
The writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very straightforward all the people, so
do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author
gives you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can please read on your
smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice read.
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