
Wemberly Worried

By Kevin Henkes

Wemberly Worried By Kevin Henkes

A back-to-school favorite

Wemberly worried about spilling her juice, about shrinking in the bathtub, even
about snakes in the radiator. She worried morning, noon, and night. "Worry,
worry, worry," her family said. "Too much worry." And Wemberly worried
about one thing most of all: her first day of school. But when she meets a fellow
worrywart in her class, Wemberly realizes that school is too much fun to waste
time worrying!
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Wemberly the mouse worries about everything: big things, like whether her parents might disappear in the
middle of the night; little things, like whether she'll spill grape juice on her toy rabbit, Petal; and things in
between, like whether she might shrink in the bathtub. What she is more worried about than anything else,
however, is her first day at the New Morning Nursery School: "What if no one else has spots? What if no one
else wears stripes? What if no one else brings a doll? What if the teacher is mean? What if the room smells
bad?" Happily, Miss Peachum introduces her to a kindred spirit right away. Jewel doesn't have spots, but she
is wearing stripes and holding a doll. As Wemberly plays with her new friend, she still worries, but no more
than usual. ("And sometimes even less.")

Kevin Henkes, well-loved creator of the award-winning Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse, gets to the heart of a
child's feelings like no one else can. Young worrywarts (and their parents) will see themselves in Wemberly,
and be relieved that she, too, worries about playground equipment ("Too rusty. Too loose. Too high."), sure-
to-be-inhabited cracks in the wall, whether she will be the only butterfly in the Halloween parade, and, of
course, whether school will be dreadful in every way. Henkes's Lilly-style illustrations are sweet, expressive,
and loaded with funny, inventive details that invite close perusal with every reading. (Wemberly's roller-
blading grandma, for example, is wearing a T-shirt that says "Go with the flow.") We're not worried about
whether this book will become a classic--it will! (Ages 4 to 8) --Karin Snelson

From Publishers Weekly
Henkes (Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse) introduces another wonderfully appealing child-mouse with a stubborn
habit: worrying. Wemberly, a shy white mouse with gray spots, always feels nervous whether at home or
away. "At the playground, Wemberly worried about/ the chains on the swings,/ and the bolts on the slide,/
and the bars on the jungle gym." She tells her father, "Too rusty. Too loose. Too high," while sitting on a
park bench watching the other mice play. Her security blanket, a rabbit doll named Petal (whose spot over
the left eye matches her own), rarely leaves her grip. Henkes adroitly juggles the main narrative, hand-
lettered asides and watercolor-and-ink imagery of the young pessimist and her supportive parents; each
element contributes a different strength. For instance, as he lists Wemberly's worries, "Big things" heads the
list, paired with a vignette of the heroine checking on her parents in the middle of the night with a flashlight,
"I wanted to make sure you were still here." He later shows how Wemberly's anxieties peak at the start of
nursery school with huge text that dwarfs tiny illustrations. At this overwhelming moment, Wemberly meets
another girl mouse, Jewel, who turns out to be a kindred spirit (she even carries her own worn doll). Henkes
offers no pat solutions, handling the material with uncanny empathy and gentleness; while playing with
Jewel, "Wemberly worried. But no more than usual. And sometimes even less." This winning heroine speaks
to the worrywart in everyone. Ages 4-up.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
reSchool-Grade 2-This is a sparkling telling of the popular story by Kevin Henkes (Greenwillow, 2000). The
anthropomorphic mouse worries about everything. Now Wemberly must face her biggest fear yet, the first
day of school. Laura Hamilton provides a fine narration and an appropriately concerned and subdued mouse-
like voice for Wemberly. She also narrates the text and provides the asides of many characters throughout
the story. Wemberly's worries range from whether she might shrink in the bath to whether there may be a
snake hiding in the radiator. Of course, Wemberly's parents and go-getting grandmother are supportive of her
concerns. At school, Wemberly discovers a wealth of fun activities and a fellow worrier, Jewel. Background



sound effects provide a nice touch running water for the bath, hissing for the radiator, etc. One side of the
tape has page-turn signals, while on side two the story is told uninterrupted. Henkes has really tapped into
children's fears, and they will relate to the appealing Wemberly and her many worries. This package is an
excellent vehicle to address children's fears about starting school. A welcome addition for public and school
libraries.
Maren Ostergard, Bellevue Regional Library, King County Library System, WA
Copyright 2002 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steve Duran:

The book Wemberly Worried can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. So why
must we leave a good thing like a book Wemberly Worried? Some of you have a different opinion about
publication. But one aim that will book can give many info for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to
closer with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able
to share all of these. Book Wemberly Worried has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and big
function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Carol Smith:

The e-book with title Wemberly Worried posesses a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a
lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new information the information that exist in
this book represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the
e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you want.

Tiffany Reyes:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family members
or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day every day to reading
a reserve. The book Wemberly Worried it is quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended
this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to
develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Herbert Gist:

Beside this particular Wemberly Worried in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the oven so



don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have
Wemberly Worried because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you would not get what it's about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this inside your hand.
The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want
to miss the idea? Find this book and read it from currently!
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