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Vertebrate evolution has led to the convergent appearance of many groups of
originally terrestrial animals that now live in the sea. Among these groups are
familiar mammals like whales, dolphins, and seals. There are also reptilian
lineages (like plesiosaurs, ichthyosaurs, mosasaurs, thalattosaurs, and others) that
have become sea creatures. Most of these marine reptiles, often wrongly called
"dinosaurs", are extinct. This edited book is devoted to these extinct groups of
marine reptiles. These reptilian analogs represent useful models of the myriad
adaptations that permit tetrapods to live in the ocean.

First book in more than 80 years devoted exclusively to fossil marine reptiles●

Documents the most current research on extinct marine reptiles●

Prepared by the world's most prominent experts in the field●

Well illustrated●
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Editorial Review

Review

"Editors Callaway and Nicholls demonstrate, though, that fossil marine reptiles have played critical roles in
the historical development of vertebrate paleontology and evolutionary theory. Their book compiles articles
on various ancient marine reptile groups written by primary experts in the field... Recommended for any
upper-division undergraduate or graduate-level library collection with strong emphasis on paleontology,
evolution, and/or vertebrate morphology." --CHOICE

"Ancient Marine Reptiles provides an encyclopedic overview of major research accomplishments and
frontiers in this new age. Editors Jack Callaway and Elizabeth Nicholls are important figures whose research
collectively encompasses the majority of major marine reptile taxa and employs a broad range of
methodologies. This volume will be a useful general reference to students and researchers seeking an
introduction to the morphology, systematics, and faunal compositions of Mesozoic marine reptiles and will
orient the reader to the range of research philosophies embraced by specialists in the field. Several
contributions seem destined to become heavily cited [and] a lively interest in the reconstruction of
evolutionary history is apparent through most of the volume. Callaway and Nicholls should be warmly
thanked for placing contemporary marine reptile paleontology in the context of a scientific campaign that has
continued for nearly two centuries and profoundly affected the general course of evolutionary sciences." --
SYSTEMATIC BIOLOGY

"Ancient Marine Reptiles provides an invaluable reference for anyone with research interests in the structure
and phylogeny of extinct marine reptiles. It presents a significant amount of new information for the first
time. The book is attractively produced (including a stunning cover painting), well-referenced, and well-
illustrated." --JOURNAL OF VERTEBRATE PALEONTOLOGY

"I applaud this volume. Most chapters are well-written and pertinent. The figures are informative and the
references accurate." --NATURE

"The most useful sections to a more general audience are the introductory chapters, offering a summary of
recent work. My impression is that the editors have succeeded in presenting a cross-section of current
research on extinct, aquatic, marine reptiles." --COPEIA

"In a world so gaga over dinosaurs, it is pleasing to see marine reptiles get their due, as they do in this
attractive, multi-authored volume of technical reports. This book covers the five major taxonomic groupings
plus a section devoted to faunas, behavior and evolution. Each part has an excellent synthetic introduction
that frames the major questions and reviews the overall taxonomy and phylogeny of that group. All told, this
attractive book is a welcome compendium of the state of studies in marine reptiles. It will appeal to students
of vertebrate paleontology and vertebrate biology." --AMERICAN SCIENTIST

"...it has to be stated that this is an excellent book. There are some excellent illustrations. This volume is a
tremendously welcome addition and is a beautiful production with a fantastic reproduction of William
Stoute's painting of a mosasaur on the cover. It should be a de rigeur purchase for any palaeontologial
library." --Ian Jenkins in GEOLOGICAL MAGAZINE, 1999

"Ancient Marine Reptiles illustrates that there is more to the 'Age of Dinosaurs' than dinosaurs, and that
weird and wonderful monsters provide unique perspectives on the past." --Tim Tokaryk in CANADIAN



FIELD-NATURALIST, 1999

From the Back Cover
Vertebrate evolution has led to the convergent appearance of many groups of originally terrestrial animals
that now live in the sea. Among these groups are familiar mammals like whales, dolphins, and seals. There
are also reptilian lineages that have become sea creatures (like plesiosaurs, ichthyosaurs, mosasaurs,
thalattosaurs, and others). Most of these marine reptiles, often wrongly called "dinosaurs," are extinct.
Ancient Marine Reptiles is devoted to these extinct groups of marine reptiles. These reptilian analogs
represent useful models of the myriad adaptations that permit tetrapods to live in the ocean.
Key Features
* First book in more than 80 years devoted exclusively to fossil marine reptiles
* Documents the most current research on extinct marine reptiles
* Prepared by the world's most prominent experts in the field
* Well illustrated

About the Author
Elizabeth Nicholls is Curator of Marine Reptiles at the Royal Tyrrell Museum of Paleontology. She
graduated in paleontology from the University of California, Berkeley (1968), where she first became
interested in fossil marine reptiles while working for S.P. Welles. Subsequent degrees (M.Sc. and Ph.D.)
were completed at the University of Calgary. Her study focus there was Cretaceous marine reptiles ofthe
Western Interior Seaway. Her research includes publications on dinosaurs, ichthyosaurs, plesiosaurs,
mosasaurs, thalattosaurs, and Cretaceous sea turtles.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Edwards:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Ancient Marine
Reptiles? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You understand beside you can spend your time with the
favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Robert Franco:

Here thing why this Ancient Marine Reptiles are different and trusted to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good but it depends in the content than it which is the content is as delightful as food or not. Ancient
Marine Reptiles giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but
there is no book that similar with Ancient Marine Reptiles. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its
open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is might be can be happened around
you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by train. When you are
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Ancient Marine Reptiles in e-book can be
your alternative.



Richard Stratton:

The particular book Ancient Marine Reptiles will bring someone to the new experience of reading a book.
The author style to describe the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book to see, this book
very appropriate to you. The book Ancient Marine Reptiles is much recommended to you to learn. You can
also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Eileen Schmitt:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Ancient Marine Reptiles that
give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world
can be said as the way for people to know world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to
become success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you can pick
Ancient Marine Reptiles become your own starter.
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