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From the assassination that triggered World War I to the ethnic warfare in Serbia,
Bosnia, and Croatia, the Balkans have been the crucible of the twentieth century,
the place where terrorism and genocide first became tools of policy. Chosen as
one of the Best Books of the Year by The New York Times, and greeted with
critical acclaim as "the most insightful and timely work on the Balkans to date"
(The Boston Globe), Kaplan's prescient, enthralling, and often chilling political
travelogue is already a modern classic.

This new edition of the Balkan Ghosts includes six opinion pieces written by
Robert Kaplan about the Balkans between 1996 and 2000 beginning just after the
implementation of the Dayton Peace Accords and ending after the conclusion of
the Kosovo war, with the removal of Slobodan Milosevic from power.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
From the assassination that triggered World War I to the ethnic warfare now sweeping Serbia, Bosnia, and
Croatia, the Balkans have been the crucible of the twentieth century, the place where terrorism and genocide
first became tools of policy.

This enthralling and often chilling political travelogue fully deciphers the Balkans' ancient passions and
intractable hatreds for outsiders. For as Kaplan travels among the vibrantly-adorned churches and soul-
destroying slums of the former Yugoslavia, Albania, Romania, Bulgaria, and Greece, he allows us to see the
region's history as a time warp in which Slobodan Milosevic becomes the reincarnation of a fourteenth-
century Serbian martyr; Nicolae Ceaucescu is called "Drac," or "the Devil"; and the one-time Soviet Union
turns out to be a continuation of the Ottoman Empire.

From Publishers Weekly
Journalist Kaplan's vivid, impressionistic travelogue illuminates the Balkan nations' ethnic clashes and near-
anarchic politics.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Though travelogs from the world's troubled spots are now legion, seldom if ever do they possess the
historical insight and literary style of Balkan Ghosts. The product of over a decade of travel and research,
this is one of precious few works that allows a Western reader a look into the tortured soul of the Balkan
peoples. Focusing on the former Yugoslavia and on Rumania, Bulgaria, and Greece, Kaplan takes the reader
on a marvelous tour through the peninsula, using as his own guides the writings of John Reed, C.L.
Sulzberger, and Rebecca West. In each nation he encounters characters who are both fascinating and
frightening and accompanies each adventure with a concise and powerful historical sketch that makes for a
superior narrative. Thoroughly captivating, the sections on Serbia, Rumania, and Greece are of special
interest, particularly in light of recent developments in the region. Kaplan is a master of this genre, having
written extensively for several major magazines as well as producing the acclaimed Soldiers of God: With
the Mujahadeen in Afghanistan ( LJ 12/89). A fine work recommended by all interested in the development
of nationalism in the Balkans.
- Joseph W. Constance Jr., St. Anselm Coll. Lib., Manchester, N.H.
Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alejandra Dunlap:

The book Balkan Ghosts: A Journey Through History make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You can
utilize to make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem along with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Balkan Ghosts: A Journey
Through History being your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable,
increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You may know everything if you like wide open
and read a book Balkan Ghosts: A Journey Through History. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this guide?



Tammy Crider:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This Balkan Ghosts: A Journey Through History book is readable by
means of you who hate those straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable
studying experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer
regarding Balkan Ghosts: A Journey Through History content conveys prospect easily to understand by lots
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different by means of it.
So , do you still thinking Balkan Ghosts: A Journey Through History is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Kurt Chapman:

This Balkan Ghosts: A Journey Through History usually are reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Balkan Ghosts: A Journey Through History can be among
the great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually
with information that might be will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring
it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Balkan
Ghosts: A Journey Through History giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving
you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Benita Newton:

You may get this Balkan Ghosts: A Journey Through History by visit the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing
or reviewing it might to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by simply written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by e-
book. In the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for
you.
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