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If one had to identify one central, defining text from modern Mexican culture, it
would be Octavio Paz´s famous essay, El laberinto de la soledad. This fully
annotated edition includes the complete text in Spanish (with the author's final
revisions), and notes and additional material in English. The editor's introduction
contextualizes the essay and discusses central features: autobiographical and
textual origins, intellectual sources, reception and canonization, generic
ambiguity, structure, and governing symbols. The intellectual sources identified
range from Marx, Nietzsche and Freud to the more contemporary ones of the
French College of Sociology (Caillois), the Surrealist movement, the ideas of D.
H. Lawrence, previous essays from writers in Mexico (such as Samuel Ramos)
and Latin America. Several lines of interpretation are examined to show how the
work can be read as a psycho-historical essay, an autobiographical construct or a
modern literary myth. Transdisciplinary by nature, this literary essay is both an
imaginative construction of personal and national identity, and also a critical
deconstruction of dominant stereotypes. It seeks to redefine the complex
relationships that exist between psychology, myth, history and Mexican culture.

This edition also includes excerpts of the author's opinions on his essay, a time-
line of Mexican history, a selected vocabulary, and themes for discussion and
debate. Paz's first full-length prose work remains his most well-known and
widely read text, and this edition will appeal to sixth-form and university
students, teachers, researchers and general readers with a knowledge of Spanish.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Anthony Stanton teaches and researches on the modern literature of Mexico and Latin America at the
Colegio de México in Mexico City

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Kenneth Sisk:

The book untitled El laberinto de la soledad by Octavio Paz (Hispanic Texts MUP) is the reserve that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was
did a lot of research when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely
accurate. You also will get the e-book of El laberinto de la soledad by Octavio Paz (Hispanic Texts MUP)
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Douglas Barney:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specially book entitled El
laberinto de la soledad by Octavio Paz (Hispanic Texts MUP) your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will become your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a guide then become one form conclusion and explanation in which
maybe you never get ahead of. The El laberinto de la soledad by Octavio Paz (Hispanic Texts MUP) giving
you one more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better
life with this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will probably be
pleased when you are finished reading it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
spending spare time activity?

Shawn Hernandez:

The book untitled El laberinto de la soledad by Octavio Paz (Hispanic Texts MUP) contain a lot of
information on the idea. The writer explains her idea with easy method. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by
famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and
anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice
learn.



Delmar Stingley:

In this particular era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
special than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must
do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of several
books in the top list in your reading list is actually El laberinto de la soledad by Octavio Paz (Hispanic Texts
MUP). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking upwards and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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