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An assemblage of reflections on the nature of writing and the writer from one the
greatest American writers of the twentieth century.

Throughout Hemingway’ s career as awriter, he maintained that it was bad luck
to talk about writing—that it takes off “whatever butterflies have on their wings
and the arrangement of hawk’s feathers if you show it or talk about it.”

Despite this belief, by the end of hislife he had done just what he intended not to
do. In his novels and stories, in letters to editors, friends, fellow artists, and
critics, in interviews and in commissioned articles on the subject, Hemingway
wrote often about writing. And he wrote aswell and as incisively about the
subject as any writer who ever lived...

This book contains Hemingway' s reflections on the nature of the writer and on
elements of the writer’ slife, including specific and helpful advice to writers on
the craft of writing, work habits, and discipline. The Hemingway personality
comes through in general wisdom, wit, humor, and insight, and in his insistence
on the integrity of the writer and of the profession itself.

—From the Preface by Larry W. Phillips
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An assemblage of reflections on the nature of writing and the writer from one the greatest American writers
of the twentieth century.

Throughout Hemingway'’ s career as awriter, he maintained that it was bad luck to talk about writing—that it
takes off “whatever butterflies have on their wings and the arrangement of hawk’ s feathers if you show it or
talk about it.”

Despite this belief, by the end of hislife he had done just what he intended not to do. In his novels and
stories, in letters to editors, friends, fellow artists, and critics, in interviews and in commissioned articles on
the subject, Hemingway wrote often about writing. And he wrote as well and as incisively about the subject
as any writer who ever lived...

This book contains Hemingway’ s reflections on the nature of the writer and on elements of the writer’ s life,
including specific and helpful advice to writers on the craft of writing, work habits, and discipline. The
Hemingway personality comes through in general wisdom, wit, humor, and insight, and in hisinsistence on
the integrity of the writer and of the profession itself.

—From the Preface by Larry W. Phillips
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

"Throughout Ernest Hemingway's career as awriter," says Larry W. Phillipsin his introduction to Ernest
Hemingway on Writing, "he maintained that it was bad luck to talk about writing." Hemingway seemsto
have courted bad luck. Phillips has amassed a dlender book's worth of Hemingway's reflections on writing,
culled from letters, books, interviews, speeches, and an unpublished manuscript. These musings are arranged
into topics such as "Advice to Writers," "Working Habits," and "Obscenity" (of which thereis plenty here).
Sometimes ponderous, other times offhand, these thoughts form a portrait of a man driven to create not
solely the best writing he could, but the best writing, period. Hemingway craved exactness, both in his work
and in the work of others; he strove to make every word necessary. "Eschew the monumental," he wrote to
Maxwell Perkinsin 1932. " Shun the Epic. All the guys who can paint great big pictures can paint great small
ones." Hisaim? Mere perfection. "l write one page of masterpiece to ninety one pages of shit," he confided
to F. Scott Fitzgerald in 1934. "I try to put the shit in the wastebasket." --Jane Steinberg

From Library Journal

Y et another volume reproduced to celebrate old Hemingstein's centennial, this 1984 title offers Hemingway's
comments on the writing game gleaned by editor Phillips from the author's numerous fiction and nonfiction
works aswell as his personal correspondence. It's not "how-to" instructional advice but rather Ernesto's
impressions on writing and those who do it. More of afan's book than a practical guide.

Copyright 1999 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Ernest Hemingway did more to change the style of English prose than any other writer in the twentieth
century, and for his efforts he was awarded the Nobel Prize for literature in 1954. Publication of The Sun
Also Rises and A Farewell to Armsimmediately established Ernest Hemingway as one of the greatest literary
lights of the twentieth century. As part of the expatriate community in 1920s Paris, the former journalist and
World War | ambulance driver began a career that led to international fame. He covered the Spanish Civil
War, portraying it in fiction in his brilliant novel For Whom the Bell Talls, and he subsequently covered
World War 11. His classic novella The Old Man and the Sea won the Pulitzer Prizein 1953. He died in 1961.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Hannelore Evans;

The book Ernest Hemingway on Writing make you feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make
your capable far more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Ernest Hemingway on Writing to become your
habit, you can get more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or al
subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a publication Ernest Hemingway on
Writing. Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do
you think about this guide?



Derrick Minor:

The book Ernest Hemingway on Writing can give more knowledge and also the precise product information
about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a very important thing like a book Ernest
Hemingway on Writing? Some of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim which book can
give many info for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that
you take for that, you could give for each other; you are able to share all of these. Book Ernest Hemingway
on Writing has simple shape but the truth is know: it has great and large function for you. Y ou can
appearance the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Marni Elliott:

Aswe know that book isimportant thing to add our expertise for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every
year had been exactly added. This publication Ernest Hemingway on Writing was filled concerning science.
Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel
when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book you wanted.

Julio Huntsman:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Ernest Hemingway on Writing was bright colored
and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Ernest Hemingway on Writing has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not at al of book tend to be make you bored, any
it offersyou feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading which.
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