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A disorder that isonly just beginning to find a place in disability studies and
activism, autism remainsin large part amystery, giving rise to both fear and
fascination. Sonya Freeman L oftis's groundbreaking study examines literary
representations of autism or autistic behavior to discover what impact they have
had on cultural stereotypes, autistic culture, and the identity politics of autism.
Imagining Autism looks at fictional characters (and an author or two) widely
understood as autistic, ranging from Conan Doyl€e' s Sherlock Holmes and Harper
Lee'sBoo Radley to Mark Haddon’ s boy detective Christopher Boone and Steig
Larsson’s Lisbeth Salander. The silent figure trapped inside himself, the savant
made famous by his other-worldly intellect, the brilliant detective linked to the
criminal mastermind by their common neurol ogy ?these characters become
protean symbols, stand-ins for the chaotic forces of inspiration, contagion, and
disorder. They are aso part of the imagined lives of the autistic, argues Loftis,
sometimes for good, sometimes threatening to undermine self-identity and the
activism of the autistic community.
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A disorder that is only just beginning to find a place in disability studies and activism, autism remainsin
large part amystery, giving rise to both fear and fascination. Sonya Freeman Loftis' s groundbreaking study
examines literary representations of autism or autistic behavior to discover what impact they have had on
cultural stereotypes, autistic culture, and the identity politics of autism. Imagining Autism looks at fictional
characters (and an author or two) widely understood as autistic, ranging from Conan Doyl€e’ s Sherlock
Holmes and Harper Lee' s Boo Radley to Mark Haddon’ s boy detective Christopher Boone and Steig
Larsson’s Lisbeth Salander. The silent figure trapped inside himself, the savant made famous by his other-
worldly intellect, the brilliant detective linked to the criminal mastermind by their common neurology ?these
characters become protean symbols, stand-ins for the chaotic forces of inspiration, contagion, and disorder.
They are also part of the imagined lives of the autistic, argues Loftis, sometimes for good, sometimes
threatening to undermine self-identity and the activism of the autistic community.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Very useful for those interested in disability studies, cultural studies, and literature.... Recommended.”
?Choice

"An important and necessary early step in bringing the study of autism into the field of literary studies."
?Disability Studies Quarterly

"In examining the concerns and misconceptions that drive depictions of people with ASD, Loftis sheds light
on the representations that can lead to discrimination against those who have related conditions.” Library
Journal

"This pioneering and groundbreaking study inaugurates new lines of inquiry within English and Disability
Studies, situating fictional characters and textsin conversation with trends in public discourse." ?Christopher
Wixson, Eastern lllinois University

"Sonya L oftis's book is a valuable contribution to the growing critical literature on representations of autism
in literature and popular media. She brings new perspectives to works we thought we knew and attention to
works we might have missed. An extremely intelligent book." ?Bruce E. Henderson, Ithaca College

"A groundbreaking examination of autism." ?Disability & Society

About the Author

Sonya Freeman Loftisis Assistant Professor of English at Morehouse College, where she specializesin
Shakespeare and disability studies. Her work has appeared in Disability Studies Quarterly, Shakespeare
Bulletin, SHAW: The Annual of Bernard Shaw Studies, and South Atlantic Review.



Users Review
From reader reviews:
Patricia Joyner:

Book isto be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
Weall know that that book is very important for people. The book Imagining Autism: Fiction and
Stereotypes on the Spectrum ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you
can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The e-book Imagining Autism: Fiction
and Stereotypes on the Spectrum is not only giving you much more new information but also to be your
friend when you feel bored. Y ou can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Imagining Autism: Fiction and Stereotypes on the Spectrum. Y ou never
truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Henry Major:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turninto alife style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want sense happy read one using theme for
entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Imagining Autism: Fiction and Stereotypes on the
Spectrum iskind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Steve Bennett:

Reading a e-book can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book so. There are alot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you alot of new
details. When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of various waysto
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative.
When you examining abook especialy fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks.
When you read this Imagining Autism: Fiction and Stereotypes on the Spectrum, you can tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours e-book. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
ae-book.

Angela Caves:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not seeking Imagining Autism:
Fiction and Stereotypes on the Spectrum that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world considerably
better then how they react to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for al you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Imagining Autism: Fiction and Stereotypes on the



Spectrum become your own personal starter.
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