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This unique collection of documents with commentary explores the meaning of
absolute monarchy by examining how Louis XIV of France became one of
Europe’ s most famous and successful rulers. In the introduction, William Beik
succinctly integrates the theoretical and practical nature of absolutism and its
implications for the devel opment of European states and society. The documents,
newly translated and carefully selected for their readability, examine the
problems of the Fronde, Colbert’s grasp of the economic and fiscal dimensions of
the kingdom, the taming of the rural nobility, the interaction of royal ministers
and provincial authorities, the repression of Jansenists and Protestants, popular
rebellions, and royal image-making. Explanatory notes, a chronology, amap, a
geneaology chart, and 9 striking images further strengthen this volume's
usefulness in the undergraduate classroom.
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This unique collection of documents with commentary explores the meaning of absolute monarchy by
examining how Louis X1V of France became one of Europe’ s most famous and successful rulers. In the
introduction, William Beik succinctly integrates the theoretical and practical nature of absolutism and its
implications for the devel opment of European states and society. The documents, newly transated and
carefully selected for their readability, examine the problems of the Fronde, Colbert’ s grasp of the economic
and fiscal dimensions of the kingdom, the taming of the rural nobility, the interaction of royal ministers and
provincial authorities, the repression of Jansenists and Protestants, popular rebellions, and royal image-
making. Explanatory notes, a chronology, a map, a geneaology chart, and 9 striking images further
strengthen this volume' s usefulness in the undergraduate classroom.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Beik has selected documents that offer an appropriate balance between elite and popular views and
experiences of Louis XIV's absolute monarchy and between the center of power and the periphery. The
trandations are consistently lively, and the topics should generate some spirited discussions. The genera
introduction, the chapter introductions, the headnotes, and the editorial interjections are well crafted and have
just the right touch of informality to appeal to undergraduate students.”

About the Author

WILLIAM BEIK is professor of history at Emory University. An authority on the social and institutional
history of seventeenth-century France, he is the author of Abolutism and Society: Sate Power and Provincial
Aristocracy in Languedoc (1985), which won the 1986 Herbert Baxter Adams Prize of the American
Historical Association, and of Urban Protest in Seventeenth-Century France: the Culture of Retribution
(1987). He has written numerous articles and is coeditor of the New Approaches to European History series
at Cambridge University Press.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Jenifer Bell:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Y eah, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare timeto take a
move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book titled Louis X1V and
Absolutism: A Brief Study with Documents (Bedford Seriesin History & Culture (Paperback))? Maybeitis
to get best activity for you. Y ou aready know beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book,
you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Jeffery Hall:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all peoplein the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has diverse personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be obligated someone or something
that they don't would like do that. Y ou must know how great and important the book Louis X1V and
Absolutism: A Brief Study with Documents (Bedford Seriesin History & Culture (Paperback)). All type of
book would you see on many methods. Y ou can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Charles Smith:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or



maybe playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is ook
different you can read a new book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book which you read you can
spent 24 hours aday to reading a e-book. The book Louis X1V and Absolutism: A Brief Study with
Documents (Bedford Seriesin History & Culture (Paperback)) it is quite good to read. There are alot of
folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the actua e-book. Y ou can mOore simply to read this book
from a smart phone. The priceis not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Ronnie Correa;

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. Y ou can get it by net on social media. Y ou can choose the best
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It isidentified as of book
Louis X1V and Absolutism: A Brief Study with Documents (Bedford Seriesin History & Culture
(Paperback)). Contain your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve.
It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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