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This book uses historical and interview data to trace the development of Puerto
Rican identity in the 20th century. It analyzes how and why Puerto Ricans have
maintained a clear sense of distinctiveness in the face of direct and indirect
pressures on their identity. After gaining sovereignty over Puerto Rico from
Spain in 1898, the United States undertook a sustained campaign to Americanize
the island. Despite 50 years of active Americanization and another 40 years of
continued United States sovereignty over the island, Puerto Ricans retain a sense
of themselves as distinctly and proudly Puerto Rican. This study examines the
symbols of Puerto Rican identity, and their use in the complex politics of the
island. It shows that identity is dynamic, it is experienced differently by
individuals across Puerto Rican society, and that the key symbols of Puerto Rican
identity have not remained static over time. Through the study of Puerto Rico,
the book investigates and challenges the widely-heard argument that the
inevitable result of the export of U.S. mass media and consumer culture
throughout the world is the weakening of cultural identities in receiving societies.
The book develops the idea that external pressure on collective identity may
strengthen that identity rather than, as is often assumed, diminish it.
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This book uses historical and interview data to trace the development of Puerto Rican identity in the 20th
century. It analyzes how and why Puerto Ricans have maintained a clear sense of distinctiveness in the face
of direct and indirect pressures on their identity. After gaining sovereignty over Puerto Rico from Spain in
1898, the United States undertook a sustained campaign to Americanize the island. Despite 50 years of
active Americanization and another 40 years of continued United States sovereignty over the island, Puerto
Ricans retain a sense of themselves as distinctly and proudly Puerto Rican. This study examines the symbols
of Puerto Rican identity, and their use in the complex politics of the island. It shows that identity is dynamic,
it is experienced differently by individuals across Puerto Rican society, and that the key symbols of Puerto
Rican identity have not remained static over time. Through the study of Puerto Rico, the book investigates
and challenges the widely-heard argument that the inevitable result of the export of U.S. mass media and
consumer culture throughout the world is the weakening of cultural identities in receiving societies. The
book develops the idea that external pressure on collective identity may strengthen that identity rather than,
as is often assumed, diminish it.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Morris discusses some of the key historic events in the formation of Puerto Rican identity, particularly in
this century....In sum, Morris's study is an important resource for those interested in how some of the island's
current and future leaders view "Puerto Ricannes" in its cultural, geographical and political context. Those
exploring the endurance and consolidation of national identity will also value this work."-Canadian Review
of Studies in Nationalism

"Using interviews and focus groups, Morris explores national and cultural identity among island-resident
Puerto Ricans...Upper-division undergraduates and above."-Choice

""In the context of recent events, all those interested in culture, politics and identity would do well to read
this book. It proves with careful scientific testimony what we all knew.""-The San Juan Star

?Using interviews and focus groups, Morris explores national and cultural identity among island-resident
Puerto Ricans...Upper-division undergraduates and above.?-Choice

?"In the context of recent events, all those interested in culture, politics and identity would do well to read
this book. It proves with careful scientific testimony what we all knew."?-The San Juan Star

?Morris discusses some of the key historic events in the formation of Puerto Rican identity, particularly in
this century....In sum, Morris's study is an important resource for those interested in how some of the island's
current and future leaders view "Puerto Ricannes" in its cultural, geographical and political context. Those
exploring the endurance and consolidation of national identity will also value this work.?-Canadian Review
of Studies in Nationalism

About the Author

NANCY MORRIS is a lecturer in the Department of Film and Media Studies at the University of Stirling in
Scotland.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Marla Mestas:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book called Puerto Rico:
Culture, Politics, and Identity? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your
time using your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
additional opinion?



Avery Thomas:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Puerto Rico: Culture, Politics, and
Identity is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

David McKenney:

This book untitled Puerto Rico: Culture, Politics, and Identity to be one of several books which best seller in
this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy
this book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too.
It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this guide from your list.

Julie Berkey:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to year. As we know those ebooks have
many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. By the
book Puerto Rico: Culture, Politics, and Identity we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative
people? To get creative person must like to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your aim.
Don't always be doubt to change your life with that book Puerto Rico: Culture, Politics, and Identity. You
can more desirable than now.
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