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In Science, Patricia Fara rewrites science's past to provide new ways of
understanding and questioning our modern technological society. Sweeping
through the centuries from ancient Babylon right up to the latest hi-tech
experiments in genetics and particle physics, Fara's book also ranges
internationally, challenging notions of European superiority by emphasizing the
importance of scientific projects based around the world, including revealing
discussions of China and the Islamic Empire alongside the more familiar stories
about Copernicus's sun-centered astronomy, Newton's gravity, and Darwin's
theory of evolution.

We see for instance how Muslim leaders encouraged science by building massive
libraries, hospitals, and astronomical observatories and we rediscover the
significance of medieval Europe--long overlooked--where, surprisingly, religious
institutions ensured science's survival, as the learning preserved in monasteries
was subsequently developed in new and unique institutions: universities. Instead
of focussing on esoteric experiments and abstract theories, she explains how
science belongs to the practical world of war, politics, and business. And rather
than glorifying scientists as idealized heroes, she tells true stories about real
people--men (and some women) who needed to earn their living, who made
mistakes, and who trampled down their rivals.
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notions of European superiority by emphasizing the importance of scientific projects based around the world,
including revealing discussions of China and the Islamic Empire alongside the more familiar stories about
Copernicus's sun-centered astronomy, Newton's gravity, and Darwin's theory of evolution.

We see for instance how Muslim leaders encouraged science by building massive libraries, hospitals, and
astronomical observatories and we rediscover the significance of medieval Europe--long overlooked--where,
surprisingly, religious institutions ensured science's survival, as the learning preserved in monasteries was
subsequently developed in new and unique institutions: universities. Instead of focussing on esoteric
experiments and abstract theories, she explains how science belongs to the practical world of war, politics,
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Editorial Review

Review

"Very well-written and highly readable. The language is clear and the arguments are lucid. Frequent
examples and anecdotes enliven dry, theoretical concepts. With the author's engaging style of writing, even
those dealing with topics that might not normally have captured one's interest become a pleasure to
read."--American Scientist

About the Author

Patricia Fara lectures in the History and Philosophy of Science at the University of Cambridge and is the
Senior Tutor of Clare College. She is the author of numerous books, including Fatal Attraction: Magnetic
Mysteries of the Enlightenment and Newton: The Making of Genius. Her writing has appeared in New
Scientist, Nature, The Times, and New Statesman, and she writes a regular column for Endeavour.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nathan Barnes:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not really a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you try
this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book
you have read is actually Science: A Four Thousand Year History.

Wilbert Westerfield:

Science: A Four Thousand Year History can be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Science: A Four Thousand Year
History although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource details that maybe you can be among it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new
stage of crucial thinking.



Harriette Corwin:

The book untitled Science: A Four Thousand Year History contain a lot of information on the item. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was written by famous author. The author provides you
in the new time of literary works. You can read this book because you can continue reading your smart
phone, or program, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can open up their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice go through.

Ricky Dotson:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half elements of the book. You can choose the particular book Science: A Four Thousand Year
History to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the sensation about
book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to available a book and examine it.
Beside that the publication Science: A Four Thousand Year History can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of these time.
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