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The first publication to explore in depth the theme of reclusion in painting and
calligraphy within the context of political and social changes in 17th-century
China. Reclusion--the act of disengaging from worldly affairs for spiritual and
moral cleansing--was a concept deeply associated with ancient Chinese
civilization. The theme of reclusion was especially prevalent during the late Ming
and early Qing dynasties, a period of unrivaled artistic achievement and historical
drama. This beautifully illustrated exhibition catalog invites readers deep into the
world of scholar-painters in 17th-century China. Nearly 60 hanging and hand
scrolls, albums, and fans--many never seen before in print--reveal how the
educated elite expressed their thoughts and ideals through depictions of the
landscape, human figures, birds, flowers, fish, and insects. Accompanied by
penetrating essays on the subject, these works celebrate the extraordinary skill
with which the period's artists communicated their place in a century of crisis.
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for spiritual and moral cleansing--was a concept deeply associated with ancient Chinese civilization. The
theme of reclusion was especially prevalent during the late Ming and early Qing dynasties, a period of
unrivaled artistic achievement and historical drama. This beautifully illustrated exhibition catalog invites
readers deep into the world of scholar-painters in 17th-century China. Nearly 60 hanging and hand scrolls,
albums, and fans--many never seen before in print--reveal how the educated elite expressed their thoughts
and ideals through depictions of the landscape, human figures, birds, flowers, fish, and insects. Accompanied
by penetrating essays on the subject, these works celebrate the extraordinary skill with which the period's
artists communicated their place in a century of crisis.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap
The first publication to explore in depth the theme of reclusion in painting and calligraphy within the context
of political and social changes in 17th-century China. Nearly 60 hanging and hand scrolls, albums, and fans-
-many never seen before in print--reveal how the educated elite expressed their thoughts and ideals through
depictions of the landscape, human figures, birds, flowers, fish, and insects. Accompanied by penetrating
essays on the subject, these works celebrate the extraordinary skill with which the period's artists
communicated their place in a century of crisis.

About the Author
SUSAN S. TAI is the Elizabeth Atkins Curator of Asian Art at the Santa Barbara Museum of Art in
California. PETER C. STURMAN is Professor of Art History at the University of California, Santa Barbara.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hector Hartung:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content.
As we know that book is very important for all of us. The book The Artful Recluse: Painting, Poetry, and
Politics in 17th-Century China had been making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The book The Artful Recluse: Painting, Poetry,
and Politics in 17th-Century China is not only giving you considerably more new information but also to
become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your
book. Try to make relationship while using book The Artful Recluse: Painting, Poetry, and Politics in 17th-
Century China. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Emma Berkey:

The actual book The Artful Recluse: Painting, Poetry, and Politics in 17th-Century China will bring that you
the new experience of reading a book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. When you try to
find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Artful Recluse: Painting, Poetry,
and Politics in 17th-Century China is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Stella Carpenter:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that need
more time to be study. The Artful Recluse: Painting, Poetry, and Politics in 17th-Century China can be your



answer since it can be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Juan Crowe:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Artful Recluse: Painting,
Poetry, and Politics in 17th-Century China can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know.
You are so out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these ebooks have than the others?
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