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Edgar Morin, one of France's greatest living intellectuals, tells the story of his
father, Vidal Nahoum, but also the story of Sephardic Jews, and of Europe. In
this "holographic history," Vidal's story, and that of his family, carries within it
the flowering, decline, and death of Jewish culture in Spain; the passage from
Empires to Nation States; the complex relations between Jews and Gentiles,
between East and West; and, ultimately, the history of the 20th century itself.
Morin's work ranges from the great sweep of global historical eventsto the
everyday details of individua lives, |etters, feelings, reflections, and experiences.
Vidal was born in 1894 in the Ottoman Empire's great Macedonian port. His
great-grandfather came from Tuscany and spoke Italian. His mother tongue was
15th-century Spanish. He learned French and German as a child. When he was an
adolescent, he dreamed of living in France. He was deported there as a prisoner,
and then liberated by the French Prime Minister. He lived through the Balkan
wars, the collapse of the Ottoman Empire, and both World Wars. Vidal cannot be
isolated from hisfamily. And as Edgar Morin explains, "this book also tells the
stories of the men and women in hisimmediate family.... When, as his son, |
inevitably comeinto his story.... | describe him as objectively as possible. The
reverence that inspired me did not call for awork of edification; it implied that |
should attempt to write a truthful book. For this reason, the book is not in the
least respectful, or at least not in the usual sense of the word. Vidal felt that
loving someone meant being able to tease him. The author of these lines, who has
inherited something of thistrait, does not think it disrespectful to tease or make
fun of the people he loves.”
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Edgar Morin, one of France's greatest living intellectuals, tells the story of hisfather, Vidal Nahoum, but also
the story of Sephardic Jews, and of Europe. In this "holographic history," Vidal's story, and that of his
family, carries within it the flowering, decline, and death of Jewish culture in Spain; the passage from
Empires to Nation States; the complex relations between Jews and Gentiles, between East and West; and,
ultimately, the history of the 20th century itself. Morin's work ranges from the great sweep of global
historical events to the everyday details of individual lives, |etters, feelings, reflections, and experiences.
Vidal was born in 1894 in the Ottoman Empire's great Macedonian port. His great-grandfather came from
Tuscany and spoke Italian. His mother tongue was 15th-century Spanish. He learned French and German as
achild. When he was an adolescent, he dreamed of living in France. He was deported there as a prisoner, and
then liberated by the French Prime Minister. He lived through the Balkan wars, the collapse of the Ottoman
Empire, and both World Wars. Vidal cannot be isolated from hisfamily. And as Edgar Morin explains, "this
book also tells the stories of the men and women in his immediate family.... When, as his son, | inevitably
come into his story.... | describe him as objectively as possible. The reverence that inspired me did not call
for awork of edification; it implied that | should attempt to write a truthful book. For this reason, the book is
not in the least respectful, or at least not in the usual sense of the word. Vidal felt that loving someone meant
being able to tease him. The author of these lines, who has inherited something of thistrait, does not think it
disrespectful to tease or make fun of the people he loves."
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Editorial Review
Review

“Edgar Morin, arenowned French intellectual, has written a testament to his father, a biography of avery
complex and interesting person, and much more. Vidal Nahum’slife spanned most of the twentieth century
and this book includes many excerpts from his own memoir, interwoven appropriately, and italicized so that
the reader can easily distinguish his voice from that of hisson. . . . Vidal Nahum was born in 1894, the
youngest son of alarge, well-established Sephardic family from Salonica. The book describes a many-
branched family and the intertwining lives of avery big clan whose members wandered throughout the
Middle East, Europe, and beyond, in search of livelihood, peace, and a place to grow roots. In that sense, the
book is not only about Morin’s father and his extended family, but about Sephardic Jewry and its almost-
millennium-long history, dating back to prior to the expulsion from Spain all the way to the present. . .. The
book iswell written. It istruly a sagaworth reading for the light it sheds on a subject not often described in
readable, compelling publications. It is recommended for libraries with extensive Jewish history collections,
including specifically Sephardic history.” —Michlean Amir, United States Holocaust Memorial Museum,
Washington, DC

About the Author

Edgar Morin isaFrench philosopher and sociologist, and emeritus director at the French National Center of
Scientific Research (CNRS). Deborah Cowell is aso the trandator of Morin’s California Journal. Alfonso
Montuori is aprofessor at the CaliforniaInstitute of Integral Studies, formerly a distinguished professor in
the School of Fine Artsat Miami University of Ohio, and a coauthor of Evolutionary Competence; From
Power to Partnership.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary McHugh:

The book Vidal and His Family: From Salonicato Paris: The Story of a Sephardic Family in the Twentieth
Century gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. Y ou may use to make your capable much
more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting stress or having big problem along with
your subject. If you can make examining a book Vidal and His Family: From Salonicato Paris. The Story of
a Sephardic Family in the Twentieth Century being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add
your own capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. Y ou may know everything if you like
start and read areserve Vidal and His Family: From Salonicato Paris: The Story of a Sephardic Family in
the Twentieth Century. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or some
others. So, how do you think about this guide?

Linda Caron:

Book isto be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. Asyou



may know that book is very important for people. The book Vidal and His Family: From Salonicato Paris:
The Story of a Sephardic Family in the Twentieth Century seemed to be making you to know about other
understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The publication
Vidal and His Family: From Salonicato Paris: The Story of a Sephardic Family in the Twentieth Century is
not only giving you more new information but also to be your friend when you truly feel bored. You can
spend your own personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book Vidal
and His Family: From Salonicato Paris: The Story of a Sephardic Family in the Twentieth Century. Y ou
never feel lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Ruby Harris:

Y ou are able to spend your freetime to learn this book this publication. This Vidal and His Family: From
Salonicato Paris: The Story of a Sephardic Family in the Twentieth Century is simple to bring you can read
it in the areq, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the actual
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you quicker to read it. Y ou can save the book in your
smart phone. Consequently there are alot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Nicholas Thiede:

Isit you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Vidal and His Family: From Salonica
to Paris: The Story of a Sephardic Family in the Twentieth Century can be the response, oh how comes? A
fresh book you know. Y ou are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new
erais common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the others?
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