
Windswept House: A Vatican Novel

By Malachi Martin

Windswept House: A Vatican Novel By Malachi Martin

The Cold War has ended. With a scope and daring not possible until now, an
unlikely international alliance of top-level political, financial, and religious
interests sees the way clear at last to its ultimate goal: the establishment of a
single global society. Utopia.

These are men with nothing in common but immense power and a towering
ambition for still more. With world unity and prosperity as their slogan--and with
betrayal, scandal, and murder as their ready weapons--they have the means and
the will to capture as their own the perfect global machinery for their plans: the
oldest, wiliest, and most stable political chancery in the world--the Vatican.

At the vortex of this lethal struggle stands the embattled Pope, a geopolitical
genius whose elimination is the short-term solution to a long-term goal, and two
American brothers, Paul and Christian Gladstone, one a lawyer and the other a
priest, who appear to be the perfect pawns. One falls prey to the sharp teeth of
greed for power. The other will become one of the Slavic Pontiff's closest
allies...and will discover the darkest secrets at the very heart of papal Rome.

From America to Europe to Russia, in broad landscapes and clandestine
corridors, a rich and varied cast--presidents and politicos, simple saints and savvy
sinners, popes and pope-makers--clash with one another amid dramatic and
sometimes bloody events that will affect the destiny of every person alive today.
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The Cold War has ended. With a scope and daring not possible until now, an unlikely international alliance
of top-level political, financial, and religious interests sees the way clear at last to its ultimate goal: the
establishment of a single global society. Utopia.

These are men with nothing in common but immense power and a towering ambition for still more. With
world unity and prosperity as their slogan--and with betrayal, scandal, and murder as their ready weapons--
they have the means and the will to capture as their own the perfect global machinery for their plans: the
oldest, wiliest, and most stable political chancery in the world--the Vatican.

At the vortex of this lethal struggle stands the embattled Pope, a geopolitical genius whose elimination is the
short-term solution to a long-term goal, and two American brothers, Paul and Christian Gladstone, one a
lawyer and the other a priest, who appear to be the perfect pawns. One falls prey to the sharp teeth of greed
for power. The other will become one of the Slavic Pontiff's closest allies...and will discover the darkest
secrets at the very heart of papal Rome.

From America to Europe to Russia, in broad landscapes and clandestine corridors, a rich and varied cast--
presidents and politicos, simple saints and savvy sinners, popes and pope-makers--clash with one another
amid dramatic and sometimes bloody events that will affect the destiny of every person alive today.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
A Black Mass in the Vatican in 1963 gets Malachi's first novel since Vatican (1985) off to a wicked start. A
potentially gripping conflict between two American brothers?one a priest, one a lawyer, both heirs to a
fortune and to the family manse of Windswept House?follows. But as Martin, a former Jesuit and veteran
Church commentator, develops his complex plot, he begins to dwell to a fault upon the themes he's explored
in numerous books, most recently The Keys of This Blood, 1991. Martin's concern is what he sees as the
erosion of the Church's moral authority, both from within and without. Here, a Slavic pope who's obviously
John Paul II is being maneuvered into approving the Resignation Protocol, which, if enacted, will force him
to resign in the name of Church unity. Martin attributes this erosion to a global conspiracy among world
powers both East and West, fueled by Satanic influence and by the failure of John XXIII to act upon the
Third Prophecy of the Fatima Letter in 1960. The narrative is richly detailed with Church lore, but the
sermonizing is incessant, with dialogue often sounding more like editorial commentary than speech. Many
think of the current pope as theologically conservative, but Martin, through one of the brothers who have
been caught up in the struggle, takes him roundly to task: "You have abandoned your seminarians to
heretical teachers... your nuns to a destroying wave of secularizing feminists," and so on. What could have
been a smart and shocking thriller winds up instead as an onslaught of ecclesiastical facts and religious
opinions occasionally interrupted by plot. The wind that blows through this rambling shack of a novel is,
ultimately, angry and hot. Major ad/promo; author tour.
Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
The author of Vatican (1986), among others, returns with a mammoth meditation on the troubled state of
today's Catholic Church. So troubled, as one of the characters reports to the ``slavic Pope'' who is the central
figure here, that ``it's going down.'' In his opening scenes, surprising for this measured writer, Martin
portrays an animal sacrifice straight out of Stephen King, and Lucifer's plan is unveiled: to penetrate the
Church hierarchy and eventually the Holy See itself with corrupt priests. They are bent on merging with
economic and ethical universalists in the public arena, but their true agenda is the ascension of Satan and the
annihilation of humankind. A young American priest, Christian Gladstone, from a place of peace called
Windswept House, attempts to reverse these trends in his audiences with the slavic Pope; his twin brother, a
lawyer, is embroiled in the impending new world order. They are light and dark, but, curiously, the slavic
Pope is gray. He as much as anyone stood against Stalinist forces in Eastern Europe, but at a cost to the
private message of faith and redemption the Church always has symbolized. But, while he himself has
secularized the Church, his personal faith is deeply traditional. He seeks a revelation from an aged nun who
participated in the Marian manifestation at Fatima. Can she tell this weary old man when Jesus will return?
Does he have the strength for one last battle, as Lucifer stands poised to become Pope? Slowly, indeed,
Martin's passions--and his agony over the dire straits of his faith--build into a deeply felt moral crisis. Martin
is a close associate with Pope John XXIII, and his knowledge of Vatican politics is extraordinary. He pauses
just short of the Apocalypse, but should find readers among Catholics and many evangelicals. Too slow-
moving, and too specialized, for everyone else. (Author tour; radio satellite tour) -- Copyright ©1996, Kirkus
Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Review
"He fetches Christianity onto the stage of history.  Martin enjoys indulging his considerable skills, much to
the pleasure of the reader."
--The New York Times



"...a meditation on the troubled state of today's Catholic Church... [Martin's] knowledge of Vatican politics is
extraordinary." --Kirkus Reviews

From the Hardcover edition.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donald Pate:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Windswept House:
A Vatican Novel suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Windswept House: A Vatican Novelis one of several books in which everyone read now. This
book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently
all of people can easily to know the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this book.

Jeffrey Martinez:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or their
particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the e-book untitled Windswept House: A Vatican Novel can be fine book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Lee Witherspoon:

The particular book Windswept House: A Vatican Novel has a lot associated with on it. So when you read
this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research prior to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the point easily after reading this
article book.

Barbara Kyle:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Windswept House: A Vatican Novel to
make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you such
as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the feeling about book and
looking at especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that
the reserve Windswept House: A Vatican Novel can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone



and confuse using what must you're doing of that time.
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