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In Wishful Thinking, the first book in his much-loved lexical trilogy, Frederick
Buechner puts the language of God, the universe, and the human spirit under his
wry linguistic microscope. In his often ironic and always keen-sighted reflections
on such terms as agnostic, envy, love, and sin, he invited us to look at theses
everyday words in new and enlightening ways. Freshly revised and expanded for
this edition, Wishful Thinking is a "beguiling" [Time] adventure in language for
the restless believer, the doubter, and all who love words.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
A kind of "mongrel litter" by way of Pascal, Voltaire, and Ambrose Bierce, this theological run through the
alphabet goes from Abraham and Agnostic straight through to YWHW and Zaccheus--the tax collector who
shimmied up the tree on Palm Sunday to get a good look at Jesus. In between we get a heady brew of humor
and wisdom. On Anger, for example, Buechner writes: "Of the seven deadly sins, anger is possibly the most
fun.... In many ways it is a feast fit for a king. The chief drawback is that what you are wolfing down is
yourself. The skeleton at the feast is you." Or this, on wine: "Unfermented grape juice is a bland and pleasant
drink ... [but] it is a ghastly symbol of the life blood of Jesus Christ, especially when served in individual
antiseptic, thimble-sized glasses. Wine is booze, which means it is dangerous and drunk-making. It makes
the timid brave and the reserved amorous. It loosens the tongue and breaks the ice especially when served in
a loving cup. It kills germs. As symbols go, it is a rather splendid one."

And the book's title? Find it under "W": "Christianity is mainly wishful thinking.... Sometimes wishing is the
wings the truth comes on. Sometimes the truth is what sets us wishing for it." --Doug Thorpe

Review
“An artist is at work here...a wit with wisdom.” (New York Times Book Review)

“Thoughtful, spirited, entertaining.” (Chicago Tribune)

From the Publisher
Reflections on key words from daily language that probe our relationship to God, the universe, and our
fellow man.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Betty Edmond:

This Wishful Thinking: A Seeker's ABC book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your
hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible
fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This
Wishful Thinking: A Seeker's ABC without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
thinking and analyzing. Don't become worry Wishful Thinking: A Seeker's ABC can bring any time you are
and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely
laptop even phone. This Wishful Thinking: A Seeker's ABC having very good arrangement in word as well
as layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Rachel Kaufman:

The experience that you get from Wishful Thinking: A Seeker's ABC may be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to recognise but Wishful Thinking: A Seeker's ABC giving you excitement feeling of reading.



The article author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by simply anyone who read
this because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary
increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We highly recommend you for having this kind of Wishful Thinking: A Seeker's ABC instantly.

Janice Smith:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the entire
day to reading a e-book. The book Wishful Thinking: A Seeker's ABC it doesn't matter what good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case
you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Helen Christopher:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Wishful Thinking: A Seeker's ABC can give you a lot of
close friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make an
individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional
make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have Wishful Thinking: A Seeker's ABC.
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