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In A Common Faith, eminent American philosopher John Dewey calls for the
“emancipation of the true religious quality” from the heritage of dogmatism and
supernaturalism that he believes characterizes historical religions. He describes
how the depth of religious experience and the creative role of faith in the
resources of experience to generate meaning and value can be cultivated without
making cognitive claims that compete with or contend with scientific ones. In a
new introduction, Dewey scholar Thomas M. Alexander contextualizes the text
for students and scholars by providing an overview of Dewey and his philosophy,
key concepts in A Common Faith, and reactions to the text.
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religious quality” from the heritage of dogmatism and supernaturalism that he believes characterizes
historical religions. He describes how the depth of religious experience and the creative role of faith in the
resources of experience to generate meaning and value can be cultivated without making cognitive claims
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Editorial Review

Review

"Thomas M. Alexander’s deft introduction elegantly unfolds John Dewey’s A Common Faith for a new
generation of readers seeking novel answers for the ancient questions of ultimate concern"—Jim Garrison,
Virginia Tech
(Jim Garrison)

"Professor Thomas Alexander's introduction to A Common Faith is an important reorientation of this book.
Alexander makes a clear and convincing case for its centrality in Dewey's thought."—William T. Myers,
Birmingham-Southern College
(William T. Myers 2013-04-01)

“Alexander’s careful and imaginative introduction shows how Dewey both understood and respected human
religious experience. Dewey’s insistence that core notions (e.g. religion, God) be recast reflects the still-
urgent need of diverse and democratic citizenries to preserve  religious freedom, aesthetic experience, and
social justice.”—David L. Hildebrand, University of Colorado, Denver
(David L. Hildebrand)

About the Author

John Dewey (1859–1952) was an American philosopher, psychologist, and educational reformer. Thomas
M. Alexander is professor of philosophy at Southern Illinois University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carlos Pollard:

Within other case, little persons like to read book A Common Faith (Terry Lectures). You can choose the
best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book A Common
Faith (Terry Lectures). You can add expertise and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are able to know
that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Patrick Stokes:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of a number of
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine



the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this A Common Faith (Terry Lectures), you are able to tells your family, friends and also
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Gary Wilson:

The reason why? Because this A Common Faith (Terry Lectures) is an unordinary book that the inside of the
reserve waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this
book alongside it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful way makes the content on
the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for
you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot
of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Marlene Tiggs:

As a student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in
order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart
or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that
on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So ,
this A Common Faith (Terry Lectures) can make you feel more interested to read.
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