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Since the 1960s, artworks that involve the participation of the spectator have
received extensive scholarly attention. Y et interactive artworks using digital
media still present a challenge for academic art history. In this book, Katja
Kwastek argues that the particular aesthetic experience enabled by these new
media works can open up new perspectives for our understanding of art and
media alike. Kwastek, herself an art historian, offers a set of theoretical and
methodological tools that are suitable for understanding and analyzing not only
new media art but also other contemporary art forms. Addressing both the
theoretician and the practitioner, Kwastek provides an introduction to the history
and the terminology of interactive art, atheory of the aesthetics of interaction,
and exemplary case studies of interactive media art.

Kwastek lays the historical and theoretical groundwork and then develops an
aesthetics of interaction, discussing such aspects as real space and data space,
temporal structures, instrumental and phenomenal perspectives, and the
relationship between materiality and interpretability. Finally, she applies her
theory to specific works of interactive media art, including narrativesin virtual
and real space, interactive installations, and performance -- with case studies of
works by Olia Lialina, Susanne Berkenheger, Stefan Schemat, Teri Rueb, Lynn
Hershman, Agnes Hegediis, Tmema, David Rokeby, Sonia Cillari, and Blast
Theory.
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Since the 1960s, artworks that involve the participation of the spectator have received extensive scholarly
attention. Y et interactive artworks using digital media still present a challenge for academic art history. In
this book, Katja Kwastek argues that the particular aesthetic experience enabled by these new media works
can open up new perspectives for our understanding of art and media alike. Kwastek, herself an art historian,
offers a set of theoretical and methodological tools that are suitable for understanding and analyzing not only
new media art but also other contemporary art forms. Addressing both the theoretician and the practitioner,
Kwastek provides an introduction to the history and the terminology of interactive art, a theory of the
aesthetics of interaction, and exemplary case studies of interactive media art.

Kwastek lays the historical and theoretical groundwork and then develops an aesthetics of interaction,
discussing such aspects as real space and data space, temporal structures, instrumental and phenomenal
perspectives, and the relationship between materiality and interpretability. Finally, she applies her theory to
specific works of interactive media art, including narrativesin virtual and real space, interactive installations,
and performance -- with case studies of works by Olia Lialina, Susanne Berkenheger, Stefan Schemat, Teri
Rueb, Lynn Hershman, Agnes Hegediis, Tmema, David Rokeby, Sonia Cillari, and Blast Theory.
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Editorial Review
Review

In Aesthetics of Interaction in Digital Art, Kwastek moves with impressive ease and careful scholarship
across decades of aesthetic theory and artistic practice. Kwastek's book is the definitive study of this
important body of art that lies tantalizingly on the border between the traditional art world and contemporary
media culture.

(Jay David Bolter, Wesley Professor of New Media, Georgia Institute of Technology)

Katja Kwastek's outstanding book invites the reader into the fascinating world of digital art by exploring the
complex relations among the technical construction, the implemented programs, the interface, and the
contingent use of individual actors. Aesthetics of Interaction in Digital Art delivers acompelling,
comprehensive overview of both the theoretical background of today's discourse along with rich case studies
and concrete work analysis. It will be essential for practitioners and for those who are looking for precise
investigations in current developmentsin art and aesthetics.

(Dieter Mersch, Professor, University of Potsdam)

Combine the meticul ousness of German academia with groundbreaking work theorizing one of my favorite
subjects and you have Katja Kwastek's masterpiece, Aesthetics of Interaction in Digital Art. The clarity of
her reasoning process throughout affords numerous opportunities to engage in dialogue with her ideas. That
iswhy this book has the capacity to inspire many more.

(Margaret Morse, Emerita Professor of Film and Digital Media, University of California, Santa Cruz)
About the Author

Katja Kwastek is Professor of Modern and Contemporary Art at VU Amsterdam.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Carol Smith:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Aesthetics of
Interaction in Digital Art (MIT Press) suitable to you? The particular book was written by popular writer in
this era. The particular book untitled Aesthetics of Interaction in Digital Art (MIT Press)is one of several
books which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read
this reserve you will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their ideain the
simple way, therefore all of people can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a
large amount of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world in this book.



William Bixby:

Often the book Aesthetics of Interaction in Digital Art (MIT Press) will bring someone to the new experience
of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the ideais very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Aesthetics of Interaction in Digital Art
(MIT Press) is much recommended to you to read. Y ou can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Andrew L eavens:

Y our reading sixth sense will not betray you actually, why because this Aesthetics of Interaction in Digital
Art (MIT Press) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book which might be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question Aesthetics of Interaction in
Digital Art (MIT Press) as good book not merely by the cover but also from the content. Thisis one book
that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this
specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Richard Dean:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. Y ou should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book isimportant thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou get good news or update concerning something by book.
Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Aesthetics of
Interaction in Digital Art (MIT Press).
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