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In his 1970 classic The Omni-Americans, Albert Murray (1916–2013) took aim at
protest writers and social scientists who accentuated the “pathology” of race in
American life. Against narratives of marginalization and victimhood, Murray
argued that black art and culture, particularly jazz and blues, stand at the
very headwaters of the American mainstream, and that much of what is best in
American art embodies the “blues-hero tradition”— a heritage of grace, wit, and
inspired improvisation in the face of adversity. Murray went on to refine these
ideas in The Blue Devils of Nada and From the Briarpatch File, and all three
landmark collections of essays are gathered here for the first time, together with
Murray’s memoir South to a Very Old Place, his brilliant lecture series The Hero
and the Blues, his masterpiece of jazz criticism Stomping the Blues, and eight
previously uncollected pieces.
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very headwaters of the American mainstream, and that much of what is best in American art embodies the
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Very Old Place, his brilliant lecture series The Hero and the Blues, his masterpiece of jazz
criticism Stomping the Blues, and eight previously uncollected pieces.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Albert Murray's best nonfiction has been gathered in a plump and welcome volume from the Library of
America. . . . His writing about racism can prickle your skin. . . . To paraphrase Murray's praise of Ellison's
Invisible Man, reading this book is like watching someone take a 12-bar blues song and score it for a full
orchestra." — Dwight Garner, The New York Times

About the Author
Henry Louis Gates Jr., co-editor, is the Alphonse Fletcher University Professor and Director of
the Hutchins Center for African and African American Research at Harvard University. Emmy
Award–winning filmmaker, literary scholar, journalist, cultural critic, and institution builder, Gates has
authored or coauthored twenty-one books and created fifteen documentary films. He is the editor of two
other volumes in the Library of America series, Frederick Douglass: Autobiographies and, with William L.
Andrews, Slave Narratives.

Paul Devlin, co-editor, teaches English at the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy and has published essays and
criticism in many periodicals. He is the editor of Murray Talks Music: Albert Murray on Jazz and
Blues (2016) and Rifftide: The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones, as told to Albert Murray (2011), a
finalist for the Jazz Journalists Association’s book award.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Carr:

This Albert Murray: Collected Essays & Memoirs: The Omni-Americans / South to a Very Old Place / The
Hero and the Blues / Stomping the Blues / The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America) book is
absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is actually information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get details which is
getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Albert Murray: Collected Essays
& Memoirs: The Omni-Americans / South to a Very Old Place / The Hero and the Blues / Stomping the
Blues / The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America) without we comprehend teach the one who
looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Albert Murray: Collected
Essays & Memoirs: The Omni-Americans / South to a Very Old Place / The Hero and the Blues / Stomping
the Blues / The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America) can bring when you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone.
This Albert Murray: Collected Essays & Memoirs: The Omni-Americans / South to a Very Old Place / The
Hero and the Blues / Stomping the Blues / The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America) having great
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not experience uninterested in reading.



Brandy Brobst:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Albert Murray: Collected Essays &
Memoirs: The Omni-Americans / South to a Very Old Place / The Hero and the Blues / Stomping the Blues /
The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America) book as this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the data in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Latoya Palos:

This book untitled Albert Murray: Collected Essays & Memoirs: The Omni-Americans / South to a Very Old
Place / The Hero and the Blues / Stomping the Blues / The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of America) to
be one of several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this guide
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book retailer or you can
order it by way of online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason to your account to past
this guide from your list.

Jillian Harrington:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them loved
ones or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read the
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day long to
reading a guide. The book Albert Murray: Collected Essays & Memoirs: The Omni-Americans / South to a
Very Old Place / The Hero and the Blues / Stomping the Blues / The Blue Devils of Nada (The Library of
America) it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These
were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough space bringing this book you can buy often the
e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not too costly but
this book features high quality.
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