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“[Eteraz’s] adventures are a heavenly read.” —O, the Oprah magazine

“In this supremely assured, lush, and rip-roaring book, Eteraz manages to do the
impossible, gliding confidently over the chasm that divides East and West.
Wildly entertaining…memoir of the first order.” —Murad Kalam, author of
Night Journey

Ali Eteraz’s award-winning memoir reveals the searing spiritual story of growing
up in Pakistan under the specter of militant Islamic fundamentalism and then
overcoming the culture shock of emigrating to the United States. A gripping
memoir evocative of Persepolis, Reading Lolita in Tehran, and the novel The
Kite Runner, Eteraz’s narrative is also a cathartic chronicle of spiritual
awakening. Yael Goldstein Love, author of Overture, calls Children of Dust “a
gift and a necessity [that] should be read by believers and nonbelievers alike.”
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Eteraz opens his memoir with a vivid description of his father promising Allah that if God bestowed him
with a son, that boy will become a great leader and servant of Islam. The rest of the book finds Eteraz, whose
given name is Abir ul Islam (which translates as Perfume of Islam) trying to come to terms with his father's
mannat, or covenant, and understand the role that Islam will play in his life as well as the role he will play
for Islam. Born in Pakistan but raised in the U.S. from age 10, Eteraz moves easily between describing the
holy history and tenets of his faith while exploring and explaining the differences between the Islamic world
and Western society. As Eteraz's feelings for Islam change to fit his evolving personal, political and religious
views, readers get a glimpse of all aspects of this hot-topic religion, from fundamentalism to reformism,
salafism and secularism. A gifted writer and scholar, Eteraz is able to create a true-life Islamic
bildungsroman as he effortlessly conveys his coming-of-age tale while educating the reader. When his
religious awakening finally occurs, his catharsis transcends the page. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
Wildly entertaining, Children of Dust is memoir of the first order, as genuinely American as Muslim,
unraveling the perilous mystery that is modern Pakistan as only memoir can. Unlike others, Eteraz has truly
‘been there,’ and we are all the better for it.

From the Back Cover

An extraordinary personal journey from Islamic fundamentalism to a new life in the west

In this spellbinding portrayal of a life that few Americans can imagine, Ali Eteraz tells the story of his
schooling in a madrassa in Pakistan, his teenage years as a Muslim American in the Bible Belt, and his
voyage back to Pakistan to find a pious Muslim wife. This lyrical, penetrating saga from a brilliant new
literary voice captures the heart of our universal quest for identity and the temptations of religious
extremism.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shiela Steen:

The book Children of Dust: A Memoir of Pakistan make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You should use
to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading a book Children of Dust: A Memoir of
Pakistan to become your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase
your knowledge about many or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a reserve
Children of Dust: A Memoir of Pakistan. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?



Catherine Walters:

This Children of Dust: A Memoir of Pakistan book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is
in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible
fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This
kind of Children of Dust: A Memoir of Pakistan without we understand teach the one who examining it
become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't possibly be worry Children of Dust: A Memoir of Pakistan
can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it inside
your lovely laptop even mobile phone. This Children of Dust: A Memoir of Pakistan having great
arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Nathan Osborne:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Children of
Dust: A Memoir of Pakistan suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. Often the
book untitled Children of Dust: A Memoir of Pakistanis the main of several books this everyone read now.
That book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new
shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, so all of people can
easily to understand the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about this
world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Nicholas Buchanan:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple method to have that. What you
are related is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books
in the top checklist in your reading list will be Children of Dust: A Memoir of Pakistan. This book and that is
qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking upward
and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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