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'Unto thy seed I have given this land.' From the moment of God's covenant with
Abraham in the Old Testament, the idea that a people are chosen by God has had
a central role in shaping national identity.
Chosen Peoples argues powerfully that sacred belief remains central to national
identity, even in an increasingly secular, globalized modern world. In this
important new study, Anthony D. Smith goes in search of the deep Judeo-
Christian roots of the many manifestations of national identity.
This rich and timely contribution to current debates about nationalism explains
the complex historical reasons behind often violent modern conflicts around
issues of land, culture, religion, and politics. Tracing the development of
individual nations over many centuries, it offers fascinating insights into the
religious and cultural foundations of countries such as Great Britain, the United
States, Israel, France, and Germany. The argument draws on a wide range of
examples from historic landscapes in Ireland, Switzerland and Egypt, myths of
Arthurian Britain, Holy Russia, and Byzantium, through memories of a 'Golden
Age', to the modern commemoration of the 'Glorious Dead', and of victims of
war.
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'Unto thy seed I have given this land.' From the moment of God's covenant with Abraham in the Old
Testament, the idea that a people are chosen by God has had a central role in shaping national identity.
Chosen Peoples argues powerfully that sacred belief remains central to national identity, even in an
increasingly secular, globalized modern world. In this important new study, Anthony D. Smith goes in search
of the deep Judeo-Christian roots of the many manifestations of national identity.
This rich and timely contribution to current debates about nationalism explains the complex historical
reasons behind often violent modern conflicts around issues of land, culture, religion, and politics. Tracing
the development of individual nations over many centuries, it offers fascinating insights into the religious
and cultural foundations of countries such as Great Britain, the United States, Israel, France, and Germany.
The argument draws on a wide range of examples from historic landscapes in Ireland, Switzerland and
Egypt, myths of Arthurian Britain, Holy Russia, and Byzantium, through memories of a 'Golden Age', to the
modern commemoration of the 'Glorious Dead', and of victims of war.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a big book: not in size, but in ideas. Anthony D. Smith reads history well and widely, reflects on it
respectfully, and then produces a series of conclusions much bigger than most historians would dare to
entertain.... This sort of study is apt to give hard work and common sense a good name."--American
Historical Review

About the Author

Anthony D. Smith is Professor of Ethnicity and Nationalism at the London School of Economics, vice-
president of the Association for the Study of Ethnicity and Nationalism. He is the author of ublications
include Nationalism(1994) and Ethnicity (1996) (both co-edited with John Hutchinson) from the Oxford
Readers series.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leo Rizer:

The book Chosen Peoples: Sacred Sources of National Identity gives you the sense of being enjoy for your
spare time. You need to use to make your capable more increase. Book can for being your best friend when
you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make looking at a book Chosen
Peoples: Sacred Sources of National Identity to be your habit, you can get much more advantages, like add
your current capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. It is possible to know
everything if you like start and read a e-book Chosen Peoples: Sacred Sources of National Identity. Kinds of
book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about
this guide?

David Smith:

Chosen Peoples: Sacred Sources of National Identity can be one of your starter books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer
giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Chosen Peoples: Sacred
Sources of National Identity yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information may drawn you into
new stage of crucial considering.



Robert Olsen:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity along with family or
just watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like Chosen Peoples: Sacred
Sources of National Identity which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Tim Gonzalez:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Chosen Peoples: Sacred Sources of National Identity
can give you a lot of pals because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make
an individual more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other
make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have Chosen Peoples: Sacred Sources of National
Identity.
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