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What activities did the women of ancient Greece perform in the sphere of ritual,
and what were the meanings of such activities for them and their culture? By
offering answers to these questions, this study aims to recover and reconstruct an
important dimension of the lived experience of ancient Greek women. A
comprehensive and sophisticated investigation of the ritual roles of womenin
ancient Greece, it draws on awide range of evidence from across the Greek
world, including literary and historical texts, inscriptions, and vase-paintings, to
assemble a portrait of women as religious and cultural agents, despite theideals
of seclusion within the home and exclusion from public arenas that we know
restricted their lives.

As she builds a picture of the extent and diversity of women’sritua activity,
Barbara Goff shows that they were entrusted with some of the most important
processes by which the community guaranteed its welfare. She examines the
ways in which women’sritual activity addressed issues of sexuality and civic
participation, showing that ritual could offer women genuinely alternative roles
and identities even while it worked to produce wives and mothers who
functioned well in this male-dominated society. Moving to more speculative
analysis, she discusses the possibility of awomen’s subculture focused on ritual
and investigates the significance of ritual in women'’s poetry and vase-paintings
that depict women. She aso includes a substantial exploration of the
representation of women as ritual agents in fifth-century Athenian drama.
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What activities did the women of ancient Greece perform in the sphere of ritual, and what were the meanings
of such activities for them and their culture? By offering answers to these questions, this study aims to
recover and reconstruct an important dimension of the lived experience of ancient Greek women. A
comprehensive and sophisticated investigation of the ritual roles of women in ancient Greece, it drawson a
wide range of evidence from across the Greek world, including literary and historical texts, inscriptions, and
vase-paintings, to assemble a portrait of women as religious and cultural agents, despite the ideals of
seclusion within the home and exclusion from public arenas that we know restricted their lives.

As she builds a picture of the extent and diversity of women’sritual activity, Barbara Goff shows that they
were entrusted with some of the most important processes by which the community guaranteed its welfare.
She examines the ways in which women’ s ritual activity addressed issues of sexuality and civic participation,
showing that ritual could offer women genuinely alternative roles and identities even while it worked to
produce wives and maothers who functioned well in this male-dominated society. Moving to more speculative
analysis, she discusses the possibility of awomen’s subculture focused on ritual and investigates the
significance of ritual in women'’s poetry and vase-paintings that depict women. She also includes a
substantial exploration of the representation of women asritual agentsin fifth-century Athenian drama.
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Editorial Review
From the Inside Flap

"A hugely ambitious project from which Goff has produced an immensely valuable piece of work. This may
well become the standard reference concerning priesthoods, festivals, and representations of ritual action.
Goff also makes an outstanding contribution to gender studies in the ancient world. Citizen Bacchae avoids
simplistic and politicized discoursein favor of an elegant dialectic of argument that takes many different
views into consideration and negotiates a sophisticated and convincing path between them."—Froma Zeitlin,
author of Playing the Other: Gender and Society in Classical Greek Literature

From the Back Cover

"A hugely ambitious project from which Goff has produced an immensely valuable piece of work. This may
well become the standard reference concerning priesthoods, festivals, and representations of ritual action.
Goff also makes an outstanding contribution to gender studies in the ancient world. Citizen Bacchae avoids
simplistic and politicized discoursein favor of an elegant dialectic of argument that takes many different
views into consideration and negotiates a sophisticated and convincing path between them."-Froma Zeitlin,
author of Playing the Other: Gender and Society in Classical Greek Literature

About the Author

Barbara Goff is Lecturer in Classics at the University of Reading. She is editor of History, Tragedy,
Theory: Dialogues on Athenian Drama (1995) and author of The Noose of Words: Readings of Desire,
Violence, and Language in Euripides Hippolytos (1990).

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Hollie Hoffman:

Book is actually written, printed, or descriptive for everything. Y ou can understand everything you want by a
reserve. Book has adifferent type. Asit isknown to us that book isimportant thing to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Citizen Bacchae Women's
Ritual Practice in Ancient Greece will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel considerably more
confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of
book make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or ideal book with you?

Janet Huynh:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the time or they will get lots of stress
from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not arobot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when the



spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading guides. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you have read
isusually Citizen Bacchae Women’s Ritual Practicein Ancient Greece.

Linda King:

In this age globalization it isimportant to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find alot of personal referencesto get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You will see that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
for you is Citizen Bacchae Women'’s Ritual Practice in Ancient Greece this publication consist alot of the
information from the condition of thisworld now. This particular book was represented how does the world
has grown up. The terminology styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the
writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of
you.

Lynette Petree:

Do you like reading areserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and a so novel and Citizen Bacchee Women's Ritual Practicein
Ancient Greece or others sources were given information for you. After you know how the great a book, you
feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher or perhaps students
especialy. Those books are helping them to add their knowledge. In different case, beside science reserve,
any other book likes Citizen Bacchaa Women’s Ritual Practice in Ancient Greece to make your sparetime a
lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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