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Concentrating on technology, economics, labor, and social history, Cradle to
Grave documents the full life cycle of one of America's great mineral ranges
from the 1840s to the 1960s. Lankton examines the workers' world underground,
but is equally concerned with the mining communities on the surface. For the
first fifty years of development, these mining communities remained remarkably
harmonious, even while new, large companies obliterated traditional forms of
organization and work within the industry. By 1890, however, the Lake Superior
copper industry of upper Michigan started facing many challenges, including
strong economic competition and a declining profit margin; growing worker
dissatisfaction with both living and working conditions; and erosion of the
companies' hegemony in a district they once controlled. Lankton traces
technological changes within the mines and provides a thorough investigation of
mine accidents and safety. He then focuses on social and labor history, dealing
especially with the issue of how company paternalism exerted social control over
the work force. A social history of technology, Cradle to Grave will appeal to
labor, social and business historians.
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Concentrating on technology, economics, labor, and social history, Cradle to Grave documents the full life
cycle of one of America's great mineral ranges from the 1840s to the 1960s. Lankton examines the workers'
world underground, but is equally concerned with the mining communities on the surface. For the first fifty
years of development, these mining communities remained remarkably harmonious, even while new, large
companies obliterated traditional forms of organization and work within the industry. By 1890, however, the
Lake Superior copper industry of upper Michigan started facing many challenges, including strong economic
competition and a declining profit margin; growing worker dissatisfaction with both living and working
conditions; and erosion of the companies' hegemony in a district they once controlled. Lankton traces
technological changes within the mines and provides a thorough investigation of mine accidents and safety.
He then focuses on social and labor history, dealing especially with the issue of how company paternalism
exerted social control over the work force. A social history of technology, Cradle to Grave will appeal to
labor, social and business historians.
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Editorial Review

Review

"An exceptionally thoughtful, thorough and well-integrated account of labor, business, community and
technological change in a fundamental sector of America's second industrial revolution."--Philip Scranton,
Rutgers University

"Precisely what is needed in the field: a work which combines personal experience, community life,
descriptions of work and a specific physical environment. It allows readers to `feel' what life was like for
these miners and their families."--Patrick Gagnon, Silver Lake College

"Offers rich and thoughtful accounts of technological change as it transformed copper mining....Lankton has
offered a penetrating exploration of an important sector of American mining and a model for exploring the
interconnections of technological change, management policies, and workplace traditions during
industrialization."--Technology and Culture

"Will be quite useful to historians...for its many insights into the paternalistic approach to management,
especially in its mediation of technological and economic change."--Industrial and Labor Relations Review

"Should appeal to a large and varied audience....I recommend it to all readers who enjoy stories of the past."-
-Wisconsin Magazine of History

About the Author
Larry Lankton is at Michigan Technological University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

France Brown:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Cradle to Grave: Life, Work, and Death
at the Lake Superior Copper Mines is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this



book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Rose Sosa:

The event that you get from Cradle to Grave: Life, Work, and Death at the Lake Superior Copper Mines is
the more deep you digging the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Cradle to Grave: Life, Work, and Death
at the Lake Superior Copper Mines giving you excitement feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read that because the author of this guide is
well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this
particular Cradle to Grave: Life, Work, and Death at the Lake Superior Copper Mines instantly.

Vickie Hintz:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Cradle to Grave: Life, Work, and Death at the
Lake Superior Copper Mines as your daily resource information.

Hazel Freese:

You may spend your free time to see this book this guide. This Cradle to Grave: Life, Work, and Death at the
Lake Superior Copper Mines is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train and soon. If
you did not include much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you simpler to
read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.
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