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A cross section of the famous and those bound to become so, this collection is
a riveting experience highlighting the expanding importance of this
dramatic and exciting new genre.

Creative nonfiction, also known as narrative nonfiction, liberated journalism by
inviting writers to dramatize, interpret, speculate, and even re-create their
subjects. Lee Gutkind collects twenty-five essays that flourished in this new turf,
all originally published in the groundbreaking journal he founded, Creative
Nonfiction, now in its tenth anniversary year.

Many of the writers here are crossing genres?from poetry to fiction to nonfiction.
Annie Dillard provides the introduction, while Gutkind discusses the creative and
ethical parameters of this new genre. The selections themselves are broad and
fascinating. Lauren Slater is a therapist in the institution where she was once a
patient. John Edgar Wideman reacts passionately to the unjust murder of Emmett
Till. Charles Simic contemplates raucous gatherings at his Uncle Boris's
apartment, while John McPhee creates a rare, personal, album quilt of his own
life. Terry Tempest Williams speaks on the decline of the prairie dog, and
Madison Smartt Bell invades Haiti. 
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Editorial Review

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Mark Bowden, of Black Hawk Down (1999) fame, writes, "I think creative nonfiction is
the major literary innovation of the last half century," a claim with which Gutkind, a tireless advocate for the
form, wholeheartedly agrees. So committed to the genre is writer, teacher, and editor Gutkind, he founded
the literary journal Creative Nonfiction and now celebrates its phenomenal first decade by collecting 25 of its
best essays. The result is an electrifying anthology that covers the creative nonfiction universe from the
personal essay to nature writing, literary journalism, and science writing. Each superb piece is followed by a
writer's statement, and the book itself is introduced by a master of the form, Annie Dillard, whose "Notes for
Young Writers" will galvanize all readers no matter their age or writing experience. Graced with memorable
essays by such diverse writers as Diane Ackerman, Phillip Lopate, John McPhee, Richard Rodriguez, Floyd
Skloot, John Edgar Wideman, and Terry Tempest Williams--writers who contemplate everything from
creativity to race, the birth of a child, childhood memories, brain damage, and prairie dogs--this stellar
volume will stand as an exciting and defining creative nonfiction primer. Donna Seaman
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

About the Author
Lee Gutkind is the founder and editor of the literary journal Creative Nonfiction and a pioneer in the field of
narrative nonfiction. Gutkind is also the editor of In Fact and Becoming a Doctor, the author of Almost
Human, and has written books about baseball, health care, travel, and technology. A Distinguished Writer in
Residence at Arizona State University, he lives in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and Tempe, Arizona.

Annie Dillard is a short story writer, novelist, and poet. She is a member of the Academy of Arts and Letters
and has received fellowship grants from the John Simon Guggenheim Foundation and the National
Endowment for the Arts. After living for five years in the Pacific Northwest, she now lives on the East Coast
with her family.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Bonnie Daves:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible In Fact: The Best of
Creative Nonfiction? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time with
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various
other opinion?

Priscilla Garcia:

The reason? Because this In Fact: The Best of Creative Nonfiction is an unordinary book that the inside of
the reserve waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret that inside. Reading

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes the content
on the inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking
means. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Willis Harrington:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book In Fact: The Best of Creative Nonfiction was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book In Fact: The Best of Creative Nonfiction
has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Private eye Conan you can
read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored,
any it can make you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like
reading that will.

Michael Barth:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social such as newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the In Fact: The Best of Creative Nonfiction when you essential it?
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