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This important 2006 textbook provides a critical introduction to the social
anthropology of religion, focusing on more recent classical ethnographies.
Comprehensive, free of scholastic jargon, engaging, and comparative in
approach, it covers all the major religious traditions that have been studied
concretely by anthropologists - Shamanism, Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism,
Christianity and its relation to African and Melanesian religions and
contemporary Neopaganism. Eschewing a thematic approach and treating
religion as a social institution and not simply as an ideology or symbolic system,
the book follows the dual heritage of social anthropology in combining an
interpretative understanding and sociological analysis. The book will appeal to
all students of anthropology, whether established scholars or initiates to the
discipline, as well as to students of the social sciences and religious studies, and
for all those interested in comparative religion.
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on more recent classical ethnographies. Comprehensive, free of scholastic jargon, engaging, and comparative
in approach, it covers all the major religious traditions that have been studied concretely by anthropologists -
Shamanism, Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism, Christianity and its relation to African and Melanesian religions
and contemporary Neopaganism. Eschewing a thematic approach and treating religion as a social institution
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Editorial Review

Review
"As a sequel and complement to Morris's previous reader on theoretical approaches to religion this book of
impressive scholarship is an admirable success and a thoroughly enjoyable read. The book is characterized
by a refreshing, commonsense approach to religion that is eminently accessible due to the consistent
avoidance of unnecessary jargon, psycho-babble or lyrical prose... The sympathetic and nonjudgmental
ethnographic descriptions, the dynamism of the theoretical polemic, the clear use of English, and the
elegance of the narrative structure made this book difficult to put down. A rare experience when reading
much modern anthropological writing." Jerome Lewis, London School of Economics and Political Science

“Although the volume has obvious value as a general reference resource, it is designed for classroom use
(specifically for courses that survey religious traditions). Highly recommended.”
Choice

About the Author
Brian Morris is an Emeritus Professor of Anthropology, Goldsmiths College, at the University of London.
His many publications include Chewa Medical Botany, Animals and Ancestors, Kropotkin: The Politics of
Community, Insects and Human Life and Anthropological Studies of Religion: An Introductory Text
(Cambridge University Press, 1987).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Battle:

The book Religion and Anthropology: A Critical Introduction can give more knowledge and information
about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Religion and
Anthropology: A Critical Introduction? Wide variety you have a different opinion about publication. But one
aim this book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Religion and Anthropology: A Critical Introduction has simple shape however you know: it has great
and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Henry Robinson:

Now a day those who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through
a book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Religion and Anthropology:
A Critical Introduction book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in
this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.



Jerry Ingle:

The book untitled Religion and Anthropology: A Critical Introduction is the book that recommended to you
to read. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to a person. The language that author
use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the
e-book of Religion and Anthropology: A Critical Introduction from the publisher to make you far more enjoy
free time.

Bryant Booher:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book Religion and Anthropology: A Critical
Introduction to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you such as reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to
start a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Religion and Anthropology: A Critical Introduction can
to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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