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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

This social history of pleasure-producing substances covers the Middle Ages to the modern erafrom the
perch of an adroit and amiable Marxist sociology. Illustrations.

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Y A-- A lavishly illustrated, anecdotal survey of all of the substances we chew, drink, or inhale for pleasure
and how they were discovered and adopted by humankind. The book shows in fascinating detail how each
stimulant, spice, or intoxicant served a particular need for an individual culture and how each, in turn,
affected that culture and its behavioral norms. There is no index, but the table of contentsis extensive,
making it both an effective research tool and an enjoyable source of recreational reading.

- Richard Lisker, Fairfax Public Library, VA

Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal

Written by a German historian and social scientist, this unique exploration of the origins and evolution of
pleasure substances in the industrialized world is well researched and profusely illustrated. The author
examines the habits and customs surrounding the consumption of spices, coffee, tea, chocolate, acohol, and
narcotics to revea the way these substances and the reactions to them reflected the fabrics, tensions,
dynamics, and trends of various societies and nations. An unusual mixture of historical documents, amusing
anecdotes, and pertinent statistics, this slim, thought-provoking volume should appeal to both history buffs
and casual readers.

-Linda Chopra, Cleveland Heights-University Heights P.L., Ohio

Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Bernard McLaren:

This Tastes of Paradise: A Social History of Spices, Stimulants, and Intoxicants book isjust not ordinary
book, you have after that it the world isin your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper anyone read alot
of information you will get. This specific Tastes of Paradise: A Social History of Spices, Stimulants, and

I ntoxi cants without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in contemplating and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry Tastes of Paradise: A Social History of Spices, Stimulants, and
Intoxicants can bring if you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves turn out to be full because you
can haveit in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This Tastes of Paradise: A Social History of Spices,
Stimulants, and Intoxicants having great arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.



Andrew M eadows:

Do you one among people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on
guys this specific aren't like that. This Tastes of Paradise: A Social History of Spices, Stimulants, and
Intoxicants book is readable by you who hate the straight word style. Y ou will find the data here are arrange
for enjoyable studying experience without leaving al so decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The
writer regarding Tastes of Paradise: A Social History of Spices, Stimulants, and I ntoxicants content conveys
thinking easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content
material but it just different available asit. So, do you even now thinking Tastes of Paradise: A Social
History of Spices, Stimulants, and Intoxicantsis not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Linda Hill:

The fedling that you get from Tastes of Paradise: A Socia History of Spices, Stimulants, and Intoxicantsis
the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the more you get enthusiastic about
reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but Tastes of Paradise: A Socia History of Spices,
Stimulants, and Intoxicants giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a
number of way that can be understood simply by anyone who read this because the author of this publication
iswell-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it iseasy to
understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you
for having this specific Tastes of Paradise: A Social History of Spices, Stimulants, and Intoxicants instantly.

Juan Dishon:

Areyou kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of timeto read it because all of thistime you only find book that need more time
to be go through. Tastes of Paradise: A Socia History of Spices, Stimulants, and I ntoxicants can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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