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At a time when women were generally excluded from scholarly discourse in the
intellectual centers of Europe, four extraordinary female letterate proved their
parity as they lectured in prominent scientific and literary academies and
published in respected journals. During the Italian Enlightenment, Maria Gaetana
Agnesi, Giuseppa Eleonora Barbapiccola, Diamante Medaglia Faini, and
Aretafila Savini de' Rossi were afforded unprecedented deference in academic
debates and epitomized the increasing ability of women to influence public
discourse.

The Contest for Knowledge reveals how these four women used the methods and
themes of their male counterparts to add their voices to the vigorous and prolific
debate over the education of women during the eighteenth century. In the texts
gathered here, the women discuss the issues they themselves thought most urgent
for the equality of women in Italian society specifically and in European culture
more broadly. Their thoughts on this important subject reveal how crucial the
eighteenth century was in the long history of debates about women in the
academy.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A distinguished series dedicated to women's writing.... Women's writing, the editors explain, reveals a voice
of protest in contradistinction to 'the first voice,' the voice of the educated men who created Western culture."
- New York Review of Books"

About the Author

Rebecca Messbarger is associate professor of Italian at Washington University in St. Louis. Paula Findlen
is Ubaldo Pierotti Professor in Italian History at Stanford University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Baron:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some
of you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for you personally but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Contest for
Knowledge: Debates over Women's Learning in Eighteenth-Century Italy (The Other Voice in Early Modern
Europe) is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and wish in this era.

Gavin Wilkins:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book thus.
There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new details. When
you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of several ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you more imaginative. When you looking
at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how the
character types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this The
Contest for Knowledge: Debates over Women's Learning in Eighteenth-Century Italy (The Other Voice in
Early Modern Europe), you are able to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Judy Bowen:

On this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more special
than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you



must do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books
in the top listing in your reading list is The Contest for Knowledge: Debates over Women's Learning in
Eighteenth-Century Italy (The Other Voice in Early Modern Europe). This book that is qualified as The
Hungry Mountains can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this guide
you can get many advantages.

Carlos Lauzon:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's internal or real their
interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring in addition to can't
see colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As
we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this The Contest for Knowledge: Debates over Women's Learning in
Eighteenth-Century Italy (The Other Voice in Early Modern Europe) can make you sense more interested to
read.
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