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Brilliant and impassioned, The Glass Palace is a masterly novel by Amitav
Ghosh, the gifted novelist Peter Matthiessen has called an exceptional writer.
This superb story of love and war begins with the shattering of the kingdom of
Burma and the igniting of a great and passionate love, and it goes on to tell the
story of a people, a fortune, and a family and its fate.

The Glass Palace tells of Rajkumar, a poor boy lifted on the tides of political
and social chaos, who creates an empire in the Burmese teak forest. During the
British invasion of 1885, when soldiers force the royal family out of the Glass
Palace and into exile, Rajkumar befriends Dolly, the woman whose love will
shape his life. He cannot forget her, and years later, as a rich man, he goes in
search of her.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Ghosh's epic novel of Burma and Malaya over a span of 115 years is the kind of "sweep of history" that
readers can appreciateDeven loveDdespite its demands. There is almost too much here for one book, as over
the years the lives and deaths of principal characters go flying by. Yet Ghosh (The Calcutta Chromosome;
Shadow Lines) is a beguiling and endlessly resourceful storyteller, and he boasts one of the most arresting
openings in recent fiction: in the marketplace of Mandalay, only the 11-year-old Indian boy Rajkumar
recognizes the booming sounds beyond the curve of the river as English cannon fire. The year is 1885, and
the British have used a trade dispute to justify the invasion and seizure of Burma's capital. As a crowd of
looters pours into the fabled Glass Palace, the dazzling throne room of the nine-roofed golden spire that was
the great hti of Burma's kings, Rajkumar catches sight of Dolly, then only 10, nursemaid to the Second
Princess. Rajkumar carries the memory of their brief meeting through the years to come, while he rises to
fame and riches in the teak trade and Dolly travels into exile to India with King Thebaw, Burma's last king;
Queen Supayalat; and their three daughters. The story of the exiled king and his family in Ratnagiri, a sleepy
port town south of Bombay, is worth a novel in itself, and the first two of the story's seven parts, which relate
that history and Rajkumar's rise to wealth in Burma's teak forests, are marvelously told. Inspired by tales
handed down to him by his father and uncle, Ghosh vividly brings to life the history of Burma and Malaya
over a century of momentous change in this teeming, multigenerational saga. (Feb. 6) Forecast: Novels by
Indian authors continue to surge in popularity here, and this title not only ranks among the best but differs
from the pack for its setting of Burma rather than India. Backed by a 6-city author tour, advance blurbs from
Peter Mathiessen and the British reviews of the novel, plus a Fiction at Random promotion, this book should
be read widely and with enthusiasm stateside. Rights have been sold in Germany, the U.K., France,
Denmark, Holland, Italy, Spain, India and Latin America.
Copyright 2000 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
In an industry not known for risk-taking, the publisher is to be congratulated for offering Ghosh (The
Calcutta Chromosome) a contract on his as-yet-unwritten novel. Set primarily in Burma, Malaya, and India,
this work spans from 1885, when the British sent the King of Burma into exile, to the present. While it does
offer brief glimpses into the history of the region, it is more the tale of a family and how historical events
influenced real lives. As a young boy, Rajkumar, an Indian temporarily stranded in Mandalay, finds himself
caught up in the British invasion that led to the exile of Burma's last king. In the chaos, he spies Dolly, a
household maid in the royal palace, for whom he develops a consuming passion and whom years later he
tracks down in India and marries. As their family grows and their lives intersect with others, the tangled web
of local and international politics is brought to bear, changing lives as well as nations. Ghosh ranges from the
condescension of the British colonialists to the repression of the current Myanmar (Burmese) regime in a
style that suggests E.M. Forster as well as James Michener. Highly recommended, especially for public
libraries.
-DDavid W. Henderson, Eckerd Coll. Lib., St. Petersburg, FL
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From The New Yorker
This sprawling narrative, inspired by stories passed down in the author's family, stretches from the British
invasion of Burma, in 1885, through the country's independence, to the uneasy military rule of the present
day. The novel is presided over by the Indian-born Rajkumar, a poor orphan, who falls for Dolly, a servant of
the exiled queen. Ghosh renders the polite imprisonment of the Burmese royal family in India and the lush,

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000242411


dangerous atmosphere of teak camps in the Burmese forest with fine detail–– a perfect balance for the broad
strokes of romance and serendipity that drive the story forward. The book's memorial power is so strong that,
near the end, when Rajkumar, an old man, reflects, "Ah, Burma––now Burma was a golden land," the reader
catches himself nodding in recognition of what was lost.
Copyright © 2005 The New Yorker

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Linda Yohe:

The book The Glass Palace: A Novel gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You may use to
make your capable more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting pressure or having big
problem together with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Glass Palace: A Novel to be your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a reserve The Glass Palace: A
Novel. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this e-book?

Tina Olsen:

This book untitled The Glass Palace: A Novel to be one of several books that best seller in this year, this is
because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this guide from your list.

Leslie White:

This The Glass Palace: A Novel is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for
you who else always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it
information accurately using great manage word or we can declare no rambling sentences included. So if you
are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Glass Palace: A
Novel in your hand like having the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no
book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but this book already do that. So , this is certainly
good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?

Jesse Ward:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book seemed to be rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes studying, not only science book and also novel and The Glass Palace: A Novel or others sources
were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel wish to read more and more.



Science guide was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to increase their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Glass Palace: A Novel to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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