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For the past three thousand years people have been thinking about the problems
of management. This book shows how thinking about management has evolved
and changed. It shows how changing social, political and technological forces
have challenged people to think about management in new ways, and how
management thinkers have responded. Sometimes their responses missed the
mark and occasionally, great ideas about management failed to be picked up and
were lost along the way. Sometimes, truly original and creative, even world-
changing ideas appeared.

Following key currents in management thought from the origins of civilization to
the present day, the book begins in the ancient world, when people were
wrestling with the problems of organization and leadership. It continues through
the Middle Ages, east and west, as people pondered on how to manage risk and
think strategically, and on the role of business in society. It shows how the
Industrial Revolution led to the emergence of scientific management, and how
political and social events of the twentieth century shaped management thinking
right up to the present day.

From the pyramids to Facebook, from military strategy to managing for
sustainability, A History of Management Thought tells the fascinating story of
how management thinking has changed, shifted, evolved and developed down
through the centuries. Students taking classes in the history of management
thought will find this text to be the perfect accompaniment to their studies and
will be a captivating read for anyone else.
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For the past three thousand years people have been thinking about the problems of management. This book
shows how thinking about management has evolved and changed. It shows how changing social, political
and technological forces have challenged people to think about management in new ways, and how
management thinkers have responded. Sometimes their responses missed the mark and occasionally, great
ideas about management failed to be picked up and were lost along the way. Sometimes, truly original and
creative, even world-changing ideas appeared.

Following key currents in management thought from the origins of civilization to the present day, the book
begins in the ancient world, when people were wrestling with the problems of organization and leadership. It
continues through the Middle Ages, east and west, as people pondered on how to manage risk and think
strategically, and on the role of business in society. It shows how the Industrial Revolution led to the
emergence of scientific management, and how political and social events of the twentieth century shaped
management thinking right up to the present day.

From the pyramids to Facebook, from military strategy to managing for sustainability, A History of
Management Thought tells the fascinating story of how management thinking has changed, shifted, evolved
and developed down through the centuries. Students taking classes in the history of management thought will
find this text to be the perfect accompaniment to their studies and will be a captivating read for anyone else.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Writing a history of management thought is a formidable venture because it involves a span of time
that dates back to the distant past. Witzel, a UK-based academic, takes the challenge head-on,
providing in a relatively concise fashion an intelligent, well-argued treatise on how the discipline has
evolved over the years. What strikes the reader immediately and emphatically is the wide variety of
influences on the field...In all, the book is a great addition to the libraries of both business practitioners
and those interested in business. Summing Up: Highly recommended. Academic, professional, and
public library collections.' - R. Subramanian, Montclair State University, CHOICE

'This is a work of impressive scholarship and huge scope across time, geography and ideas. It is not
just a history of thought, it is also the story of management through the ages.' - Andrew Thomson,
Emeritus Professor, The Open University, UK

'Systems of management thought are central to the economic world, and how they evolved is central to
our understanding of where we are now.' - Luchien Karsten, University of Groningen, The Netherlands

‘Witzel's history of management thought is exemplary… The author’s writing skills lead to a most
accessible book, which will be of considerable use to both under-graduates and post-graduates, as well
as to teachers of the subject and to interested practitioners.’ - Malcolm Warner, Judge Business School,
University of Cambridge, UK

About the Author

Morgen Witzel is a Fellow of the Centre for Leadership Studies, University of Exeter, UK. A writer,
lecturer and consultant on business and management, especially on the history of management, he is the
author of hundreds of articles for the academic and popular press and has written over 20 books including
Doing Business in China, Management: The Basics, and Management History, all available from Routledge.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Rodriguez:

The publication with title A History of Management Thought includes a lot of information that you can study
it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. That book exist new knowledge the information that exist
in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the
improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the
e-book in your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.



James Donofrio:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get wide
range of stress from both way of life and work. So , when we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess
when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is A History of Management Thought.

Spencer Fuentes:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting A History of Management Thought
that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world
can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the
world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky man or woman but for all of
you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you can pick A History of Management Thought become your current starter.

Christopher Pipkin:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just seeking the A History of Management Thought when you required it?
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