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One of the richest and most complex civilizationsin ancient America evolved
around Lake Titicacain southern Peru and northern Bolivia. This book isthe first
comprehensive synthesis of four thousand years of prehistory for the entire
Titicacaregion. It isafascinating story of the transition from hunting and
gathering to early agriculture, to the formation of the Tiwanaku and Pucara
civilizations, and to the double conquest of the region, first by the powerful
neighboring Incain the fifteenth century and a century later by the Spanish
Crown. Based on more than fifteen years of field research in Peru and Bolivia,
Charles Stanish's book brings together a wide range of ethnographic, historical,
and archaeological data, including material that has not yet been published. This
landmark work brings the author's intimate knowledge of the ethnography and
archaeology in this region to bear on major theoretical concernsin evolutionary
anthropology.

Stanish provides a broad comparative framework for evaluating how these
complex societies developed. After giving an overview of the region's
archaeology and cultural history, he discusses the history of archaeological
research in the Titicaca Basin, as well asits geography, ecology, and
ethnography. He then synthesizes the data from six archaeological periodsin the
Titicaca Basin within an evolutionary anthropological framework.

Titicaca Basin prehistory has long been viewed through the lens of first Inca
intellectuals and the Spanish state. This book demonstrates that the ancestors of
the Aymara people of the Titicaca Basin rivaled the Incas in wealth,
sophistication, and cultural genius. The provocative data and interpretations of
this book will also make us think anew about the rise and fall of other
civilizations throughout history.
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One of the richest and most complex civilizations in ancient America evolved around Lake Titicacain
southern Peru and northern Bolivia. This book is the first comprehensive synthesis of four thousand years of
prehistory for the entire Titicacaregion. It is afascinating story of the transition from hunting and gathering
to early agriculture, to the formation of the Tiwanaku and Pucara civilizations, and to the double conquest of
the region, first by the powerful neighboring Incain the fifteenth century and a century later by the Spanish
Crown. Based on more than fifteen years of field research in Peru and Bolivia, Charles Stanish's book brings
together awide range of ethnographic, historical, and archaeological data, including material that has not yet
been published. Thislandmark work brings the author's intimate knowledge of the ethnography and
archaeology in this region to bear on major theoretical concernsin evolutionary anthropology.

Stanish provides a broad comparative framework for evaluating how these complex societies devel oped.
After giving an overview of the region's archaeology and cultural history, he discusses the history of
archaeological research in the Titicaca Basin, as well asits geography, ecology, and ethnography. He then
synthesizes the data from six archaeological periodsin the Titicaca Basin within an evolutionary
anthropological framework.

Titicaca Basin prehistory has long been viewed through the lens of first Incaintellectuals and the Spanish
state. This book demonstrates that the ancestors of the Aymara people of the Titicaca Basin rivaled the Incas
in wealth, sophistication, and cultural genius. The provocative data and interpretations of this book will also
make us think anew about the rise and fall of other civilizations throughout history.
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Editorial Review

Review

"No previous writer has attempted such an ambitious synthesis of the archaeology of Southern Peru and
Northern Bolivia. Stanish is to be congratulated for his bold and successful endeavor. Thiswork will be
required reading in university level courses and aregular presence on the bookshelves of Andean scholars
for years to come."-Garth Bawden, author of The Moche

From the Inside Flap

"No previous writer has attempted such an ambitious synthesis of the archaeology of Southern Peru and
Northern Bolivia. Stanish is to be congratulated for his bold and successful endeavor. In this book he offers
his readers an impressively broad range of archaeological, historic and cultural data and presents a coherent
and plausible interpretation of the evolution of society in the greater TiticacaBasin. It is exciting that this
material will now be available to Andean specialists and students of comparative civilization alike. This
work will be required reading in university level courses and aregular presence on the bookshelves of
Andean scholars for years to come."—Garth Bawden, author of The Moche

"This case study of prehispanic cultural evolution in the Titicaca Basin addresses issues of broad general
interest, not only to Andeanists but aso to scholars working in many other parts of the world where archaic
states and empires devel oped from simpler cultural forms. Stanish, who has been working along the forefront
of research on the Titicaca Basin, brings avery large body of new datato bear upon major theoretical
concerns in evolutionary anthropology. This book makes the Titicaca Basin archaeological record much
more accessible than it ever has been in the past. It isamajor contribution, and will surely be alandmark
study for yearsto come."—Jeffrey R. Parsons, co-author of 2000 Prehispanic Settlement Patternsin the
Upper Mantaro and Tarma Drainages, Junin, Peru

From the Back Cover

"No previous writer has attempted such an ambitious synthesis of the archaeology of Southern Peru and
Northern Bolivia. Stanish is to be congratulated for his bold and successful endeavor. In this book he offers
his readers an impressively broad range of archaeological, historic and cultural data and presents a coherent
and plausible interpretation of the evolution of society in the greater Titicaca Basin. It is exciting that this
material will now be available to Andean specialists and students of comparative civilization alike. This
work will be required reading in university level courses and aregular presence on the bookshelves of
Andean scholars for years to come."-Garth Bawden, author of The Moche "This case study of prehispanic
cultural evolution in the Titicaca Basin addresses issues of broad general interest, not only to Andeanists but
also to scholars working in many other parts of the world where archaic states and empires developed from
simpler cultural forms. Stanish, who has been working along the forefront of research on the Titicaca Basin,
brings avery large body of new datato bear upon major theoretical concerns in evolutionary anthropology.
This book makes the Titicaca Basin archaeological record much more accessible than it ever has been in the
past. It isamajor contribution, and will surely be alandmark study for years to come."-Jeffrey R. Parsons,
co-author of 2000 Prehispanic Settlement Patternsin the Upper Mantaro and Tarma Drainages, Junin, Peru

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Joyce McDonald:

The feeling that you get from Ancient Titicaca: The Evolution of Complex Society in Southern Peru and
Northern Boliviais a more degp you searching the information that hide inside words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but Ancient Titicaca: The
Evolution of Complex Society in Southern Peru and Northern Bolivia giving you buzz feeling of reading.
The author conveys their point in particular way that can be understood simply by anyone who read the item
because the author of thisbook is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. That makesit easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are
available. We propose you for having this specific Ancient Titicaca: The Evolution of Complex Society in
Southern Peru and Northern Boliviainstantly.

Theresa Piercy:

Often the book Ancient Titicaca: The Evolution of Complex Society in Southern Peru and Northern Bolivia
has alot details on it. So when you read this book you can get alot of help. The book was written by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to
read you can get the point easily after reading this article book.

Cleta Blackwell:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book method, more simple and reachable. Thiskind of Ancient Titicaca: The Evolution of Complex
Society in Southern Peru and Northern Bolivia can give you alot of good friends because by you
investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting person.
This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that probably
your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be great persons. So , why hesitate? Let's
have Ancient Titicaca: The Evolution of Complex Society in Southern Peru and Northern Bolivia.

Annetta Doucette:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
originating from abook. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern eralike at this point, many waysto get information are available for you. From
media social just like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic.

Y ou can add your knowledge by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying
to find the Ancient Titicaca: The Evolution of Complex Society in Southern Peru and Northern Boliviawhen
you essential it?
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