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Drawing from research conducted in Nigeria, Senegal, and Uganda, Christianity,
Islam, and Liberal Democracy offers a degper understanding of how Christian
and Islamic faith communities affect the political attitudes of those who belong to
them and, in turn, prospects for liberal democracy. While many analysts believe
that religious diversity in developing countriesis an impediment to liberal
democracy, Robert A. Dowd concludes just the opposite. Dowd draws on
narrative accounts, in-depth interviews, and large-scale surveys to show that
Christian and Islamic religious communities are more likely to support liberal
democracy in religioudy diverse and integrated settings than in religiously
homogeneous or segregated ones. Religious diversity and integration, in other
words, are good for liberal democracy. In religiously diverse and integrated
environments, religious leaders tend to be more encouraging of civic
engagement, democracy, and religious liberty.

By providing atheoretical framework for understanding when and where
Christian and Islamic communities in sub -Saharan Africa encourage and
discourage liberal democracy, Dowd demonstrates how religious communities
are important in affecting political actions and attitudes. This evidence, the book
ultimately argues, should prompt policymakers interested in cultivating
religiously-inspired support for liberal democracy to aid in the formation of
religioudly diverse neighborhoods, cities, and political organizations.
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Drawing from research conducted in Nigeria, Senegal, and Uganda, Christianity, Islam, and Liberal
Democracy offers a deeper understanding of how Christian and Ilamic faith communities affect the political
attitudes of those who belong to them and, in turn, prospects for liberal democracy. While many analysts
believe that religious diversity in developing countriesis an impediment to liberal democracy, Robert A.
Dowd concludes just the opposite. Dowd draws on narrative accounts, in-depth interviews, and large-scale
surveysto show that Christian and Islamic religious communities are more likely to support liberal
democracy in religiously diverse and integrated settings than in religiously homogeneous or segregated ones.
Religious diversity and integration, in other words, are good for liberal democracy. In religioudly diverse and
integrated environments, religious leaders tend to be more encouraging of civic engagement, democracy, and
religious liberty.

By providing atheoretical framework for understanding when and where Christian and Islamic communities
in sub -Saharan Africa encourage and discourage liberal democracy, Dowd demonstrates how religious
communities are important in affecting political actions and attitudes. This evidence, the book ultimately
argues, should prompt policymakers interested in cultivating religiously-inspired support for liberal
democracy to aid in the formation of religiously diverse neighborhoods, cities, and political organizations.
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Editorial Review
Review

"Robert Dowd's fascinating work highlights religious diversity and integration in a broadly tolerant,
democratic African culture. This book is based on thorough field research, and specidists will find insights
on every page. But the book should not be consigned solely to academia. It hasimmediate relevance to
policy makers crafting responses to ethnic and religious conflict in Africain general, and, in particular, to the
bloody, radical Islamist insurgency called Boko Haram in northern Nigeria." --Amb. John Campbell, ret.,
Ralph Bunche Senior Fellow for Africa Policy Studies, Council on Foreign Relations

"Robert Dowd wrestles with the counter-intuitive hypothesis that religious diversity in African contexts
predicts greater tolerance, which over time facilitates a political culture of liberal democracy. Thisisin
contrast to the frequent assumption that religious homogeneity leads to more political stability and that more
diversity leads to conflict. | strongly recommend this book both to scholars of African religion and political
culture, and to generalists trying to make sense of larger global patterns.” --John N. Paden, Clarence
Robinson Professor of International Studies, George Mason University

"In lucid and accessible prose, Robert Dowd offers startling new observations about the relationship between
religion and democracy in aregion often neglected by political scientists and policy analysts-sub-Saharan
Africa. And the conclusion he draws is of enormous theoretical and practical significance: that intense
religious diversity and inter-religious interaction are not a hindrance to democracy but a key catalyst for the
development of robust political and religious freedom. Thisis alandmark book that should be required
reading for scholars and policy makers alike." --Timothy Samuel Shah, Associate Director & Scholar in
Residence, Religious Freedom Project, Berkley Center For Religion, Peace & World Affairs, Georgetown
University

About the Author

Robert A. Dowd is Assistant Professor of Political Science and director of the Ford Family Program in
Human Development Studies and Solidarity of the Kellogg Institute for International Studies at the
University of Notre Dame.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Theodore May:

The book Christianity, Islam, and Liberal Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africa give you a sense of



feeling enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable considerably more increase. Book
can being your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem along with your subject. If you can
make reading a book Christianity, Isslam, and Liberal Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africato
become your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge
about a number of or al subjects. You could know everything if you like open up and read a e-book
Christianity, Islam, and Liberal Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africa. Kinds of book are alot of. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this publication?

Mark Frey:

Here thing why this Christianity, I1slam, and Liberal Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africaare
different and dependable to be yours. First of al looking at a book is good nonetheless it dependsin the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Christianity, Islam, and Libera
Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africa giving you information deeper including different ways, you
can find any e-book out there but there is no e-book that similar with Christianity, Islam, and Liberal
Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africa. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your
own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around
you. You can bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your way home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Christianity, IsSlam, and Liberal Democracy:
L essons from Sub-Saharan Africain e-book can be your alternative.

Pamela Prince:

This Chrigtianity, Islam, and Liberal Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africaare usually reliable for
you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Christianity, Islam, and
Liberal Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africa can be on the list of great books you must haveis
usually giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that perhaps
will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed people. Beside that this Christianity, Islam, and
Liberal Democracy: Lessons from Sub-Saharan Africa giving you an enormous of experience for instance
rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Jose Coleman:

A lot of people aways spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many alot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity hereislook different
you can read the book. It isreally fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
all day long to reading a e-book. The book Christianity, Islam, and Liberal Democracy: Lessons from Sub-
Saharan Africait doesn't matter what good to read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough space to bring this
book you can buy often the e-book. Y ou can mQOore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not too costly but this book possesses high quality.
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