Fighting for Britain: African Soldiers in the
Second World War

By David Killingray, Martin Plaut

Read Online ©

Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin the Second World War By David
Killingray, Martin Plaut

During the Second World War over half-a-million African troops served with the
British Army as combatants and non-combatants in campaigns in the Horn of
Africa, the Middle Eat, Italy and Burma - the largest single movement of
African men overseas since the slave trade. This account, based mainly on oral
evidence and soldiers |etters, tells the story of the African experience of the war.
Itisa history from below' that describes how men were recruited for awar about
which most knew very little. Army life exposed them to arange of new and
startling experiences: new foods and forms of discipline, uniforms, machines and
rifles, notions of industrial time, travel overseas, new languages and cultures,
numeracy and literacy. What impact did service in the army have on African men
and their families? What new skills did soldiers acquire and to what purposes
were they put on their return? What was the socia impact of overseas travel, and
how did the broad umbrella of army welfare services change soldiers
expectations of civilian life? And what roleif any did ex-servicemen play in
post-war nationalist politics? In this book African soldiers describe in their own
words what it was like to undergo army training, to travel on avast ocean, to
experience battle, and their hopes and disappointments on demobilisation.
DAVID KILLINGRAY is Professor Emeritus of History, Goldsmiths, and Senior
Research Fellow at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University of
London.
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During the Second World War over half-a-million African troops served with the British Army as
combatants and non-combatants in campaignsin the Horn of Africa, the Middle East, Italy and Burma - the
largest single movement of African men overseas since the slave trade. This account, based mainly on oral
evidence and soldiers' letters, tells the story of the African experience of thewar. It is a'history from below’
that describes how men were recruited for awar about which most knew very little. Army life exposed them
to arange of new and startling experiences: new foods and forms of discipline, uniforms, machines and
rifles, notions of industrial time, travel overseas, new languages and cultures, numeracy and literacy. What
impact did service in the army have on African men and their families? What new skills did soldiers acquire
and to what purposes were they put on their return? What was the social impact of overseas travel, and how
did the broad umbrella of army welfare services change soldiers expectations of civilian life? And what role
if any did ex-servicemen play in post-war nationalist politics? In this book African soldiers describe in their
own words what it was like to undergo army training, to travel on avast ocean, to experience battle, and their
hopes and disappointments on demobilisation. DAVID KILLINGRAY is Professor Emeritus of History,
Goldsmiths, and Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University of London.
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Editorial Review

Review

(An) impressive study. CONTEMPORARY REVIEW An important scholarly contribution, but which, with
its sweeping introduction and engaging style, can be read by all for pleasure and profit. BBC HISTORY
REVIEWS OF THE CLOTH EDITION Sober and judicious but also thrilling and dramatic. AFRICA Will
become the one-stop reference for research on Anglophone Africa and its soldiers during World War 11. (...)
Killingray succeeds in putting human faces on some of the nearly one million African soldiers who laboured
and fought. INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF AFRICAN HISTORICAL STUDIES Will be the standard
work on the subject for years, probably decades to come, an entirely fitting pedestal given David Killingray's
leadership in thisfield. INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS Of particular interest is (the author's) challenge to the
conventional wisdom that returning soldiers were the vanguard of independence movements. Recommended.
CHOICE The most comprehensive work attempted on the subject thusfar. (...) This book addresses issues
which will not only appeal to African specialists, and military and imperia historians, but should interest
many social, political, cultural, transnational and economic historians too. REVIEWS IN HISTORY (A)n
impressive synthesis of primary and secondary sources on Africans' contributions to the British Second
World War effort. (...) It isreplete with first-hand examples and voices from African men and draws upon a
formidable range of materials and sources. PAMBAZUKA NEWS A well written book that makes a
valuable contribution and should be read by anyone interested in the Second World War, Africa and/or race
and military service. JOURNAL OF MILITARY HISTORY A ground-breaking book which reveals as much
about the imperial British asit does about their African subjects. NORTH SOUTH David Killingray's
fascinating new book sets out in compelling prose and finely researched detail the extraordinary story of
Africas stalwart and generous support of the Empire's most perilous of wars. TLS A must for those
undertaking historical research. SOLDIER MAGAZINE

About the Author
DAVID KILLINGRAY is Professor Emeritus of History, Goldsmiths, and Senior Research Fellow at the
Institute of Commonwealth Studies, University of London.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Keith Cochran:

The ability that you get from Fighting for Britain: African Soldiers in the Second World War will be the
more deep you digging the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it. It
doesn't mean that this book is hard to understand but Fighting for Britain: African Soldiers in the Second
World War giving you excitement feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way
that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known enough.
This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go
along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this kind of Fighting for
Britain: African Soldiersin the Second World War instantly.



David Unruh:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill
your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the e-book untitled Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin the Second
World War can be very good book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Barbara Figueroa:

Beside this Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin the Second World War in your phone, it may give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is
fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It isgood thing to have Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin the Second World War because
this book offersto your account readabl e information. Do you at times have book but you would not get
what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable
set up here cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book aswell as read it from right now!

Carmen Helton:

As astudent exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's internal
or real their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to the library. They go to at thistime
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along
with can't see colorful images on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. Aswe know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin the Second World
War can make you sense more interested to read.

Download and Read Online Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin
the Second World War By David Killingray, Martin Plaut
#409JVYHSIFS



Read Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin the Second World
War By David Killingray, Martin Plaut for online ebook

Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin the Second World War By David Killingray, Martin Plaut Free PDF
dOwnlOad, audio books, books to read, good books to read, cheap books, good books, online books, books
online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF
best books to read, top books to read Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin the Second World War By
David Killingray, Martin Plaut books to read online.

Online Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin the Second World War By David
Killingray, Martin Plaut ebook PDF download

Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin the Second World War By David Killingray, Martin Plaut
Doc

Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin the Second World War By David Killingray, Martin Plaut M obipocket
Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin the Second World War By David Killingray, Martin Plaut EPub

409JVYHS5IFS: Fighting for Britain: African Soldiersin the Second World War By David Killingray, Martin Plaut



