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“ The entire conversation took five minutes. When it was over, Bill and | looked at
each other. It was one thing to talk about writing a language for a
microprocessor and another to get the job done....If we' d been older or known
better, Bill and I might have been put off by the task in front of us. But we were
young and green enough to believe that we just might pull it off.”

Paul Allen, best known as the cofounder of Microsoft, has left his mark on
numerous fields, from aviation and science to rock ‘n’ roll, professional sports,
and philanthropy. His passions and curiosity have transformed the way we live.
In 2007 and again in 2008, Time named him one of the hundred most influential
people in the world.

It al started on a snowy day in December 1974, when he was twenty-one years
old. After buying the new issue of Popular Electronicsin Harvard Square, Allen
ran to show it to his best friend from Sesttle, Bill Gates, then a Harvard
undergrad. The magazine's cover story featured the Altair 8800, the first true
persona computer; Allen knew that he and Gates had the skillsto code a
programming language for it. When Gates agreed to collaborate on BASIC for
the Altair, one of the most influential partnershipsin the digital erawas up and
running.

While much has been written about Microsoft’s early years, Allen has never
before told the story from his point of view. Nor has he previously talked about
the details of his complex relationship with Gates or his behind-closed-doors
perspective on how a struggling start-up became the most powerful technology
company in the world. Idea Man is the candid and long-awaited memoir of an
intensely private person, atale of triumphant highs and terrifying lows.

After becoming serioudly ill with Hodgkin's lymphomain 1982, Allen began
scaling back hisinvolvement with Microsoft. He recovered and started using his
fortune—and his ideas—for alife of adventure and discovery, from the first
privately funded spacecraft (SpaceShipOne) to alandmark breakthrough in
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neuroscience (the Allen Brain Atlas). His eclectic ventures all begin with the
same simple question: What should exist? As Allen has written:

To me, that’s the most exciting question imaginable....From technology to
scienceto music to art, I'minspired by those who' ve blurred the boundaries,
who'’ ve looked at the possibilities, and said, “ What if...?" In my own work, I’ ve
tried to anticipate what's coming over the horizon, to hasten itsarrival, and to
apply it to people’slivesin a meaningful way...The varied possibilities of the
universe have dazzed me since | was a child, and they continue to drive my
work, my investments, and my philanthropy.

Idea Man is an astonishing true story of ideas made real.
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“ The entire conver sation took five minutes. When it was over, Bill and | looked at each other. It was one
thing to talk about writing a language for a microprocessor and another to get the job done....If we'd been
older or known better, Bill and | might have been put off by the task in front of us. But we were young and
green enough to believe that we just might pull it off.”

Paul Allen, best known as the cofounder of Microsoft, has left his mark on numerous fields, from aviation
and scienceto rock ‘n’ roll, professional sports, and philanthropy. His passions and curiosity have
transformed the way we live. In 2007 and again in 2008, Time named him one of the hundred most
influential people in the world.

It al started on a snowy day in December 1974, when he was twenty-one years old. After buying the new
issue of Popular Electronicsin Harvard Square, Allen ran to show it to his best friend from Seattle, Bill
Gates, then a Harvard undergrad. The magazine' s cover story featured the Altair 8800, the first true personal
computer; Allen knew that he and Gates had the skills to code a programming language for it. When Gates
agreed to collaborate on BASIC for the Altair, one of the most influential partnershipsin the digital erawas
up and running.

While much has been written about Microsoft’s early years, Allen has never before told the story from his
point of view. Nor has he previously talked about the details of his complex relationship with Gates or his
behind-closed-doors perspective on how a struggling start-up became the most powerful technology
company in the world. Idea Man is the candid and long-awaited memoir of an intensely private person, atale
of triumphant highs and terrifying lows.

After becoming seriously ill with Hodgkin's lymphomain 1982, Allen began scaling back his involvement
with Microsoft. He recovered and started using his fortune—and his ideas—for alife of adventure and
discovery, from the first privately funded spacecraft (SpaceShipOne) to alandmark breakthrough in
neuroscience (the Allen Brain Atlas). His eclectic ventures all begin with the same simple question: What
should exist? As Allen has written:

To me, that’ s the most exciting question imaginable....From technology to scienceto music to art, I'm
inspired by those who' ve blurred the boundaries, who' ve looked at the possibilities, and said, “ What if...?”
In my own work, I’ ve tried to anticipate what's coming over the horizon, to hastenitsarrival, and to apply it
to peopl€e slivesin a meaningful way...The varied possibilities of the universe have dazzled me since | was a
child, and they continue to drive my work, my investments, and my philanthropy.

Idea Man is an astonishing true story of ideas made real.
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Editorial Review

Review

Highly readable, refreshingly honest Mail on Sunday A fascinating tale of the early days of the software
industry Financial Times A founding father of the modern information age ... provides a fascinating insight
into the ironies of capitalism The Times He, and atiny club of others, literally invented the twenty-first
century -- Bono Riveting reading Observer

About the Author

Paul Allen isthe billionaire technologist and philanthropist who cofounded Microsoft with Bill Gates. Heis
the chairman of Vulcan Inc. and founder of the Allen Institute for Brain Science. He also owns the Seattle
Seahawks and the Portland Trail Blazers, and is co-owner of the Seattle Sounders pro soccer team. He lives
on Mercer Island, Washington.

Visit www.paulallen.com

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Mary Stone:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline IdeaMan: A
Memoir by the Cofounder of Microsoft suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in
this era. The particular book untitled IdeaMan: A Memoir by the Cofounder of Microsoftis asingle of
several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world.
When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their ideain the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book.
This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of
the world in this book.

William Johnson:

The book Idea Man: A Memoir by the Cofounder of Microsoft will bring someone to the new experience of
reading a book. The author style to clarify the ideais very unigue. When you try to find new book to read,
this book very ideal to you. The book Idea Man: A Memoir by the Cofounder of Microsoft is much
recommended to you to learn. Y ou can a so get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to
read the book.

Michael Mantz;

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, quick story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not seeking |[dea Man: A Memoir by the



Cofounder of Microsoft that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only
for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for all of you who
want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick IdeaMan: A Memoir by the Cofounder of
Microsoft become your starter.

WillisHarrington:

That book can make you to fed relax. This particular book 1dea Man: A Memoir by the Cofounder of
Microsoft was colourful and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Idea Man: A Memoir by
the Cofounder of Microsoft has many kinds or category. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book
to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.
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