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The assumption that Jesus existed as a historical person has occasionally been
guestioned in the course of the last hundred years or so, but any doubts that have
been raised have usually been put to rest in favor of imagining ablend of the
historical, the mythical and the theological in the surviving records of Jesus.
Carrier re-examines the whole question and finds compelling reasons to suspect
the more daring assumption is correct. He lays out extensive research on the
evidence for Jesus and the origins of Christianity and poses the key questions that
must now be answered if the historicity of Jesusisto survive as a dominant
paradigm. Carrier contrasts the most credible reconstruction of a historical Jesus
with the most credible theory of Christian originsif a historical Jesus did not
exist. Such atheory would posit that the Jesus figure was originally conceived of
as acelestial being known only through private revelations and hidden messages
in scripture; then stories placing this being in earth history were crafted to
communicate the claims of the gospel allegorically; such stories eventually came
to be believed or promoted in the struggle for control of the Christian churches
that survived the tribulations of the first century. Carrier finds the latter theory
more credible than has been previously imagined. He explains why it offersa
better explanation for al the disparate evidence surviving from the first two
centuries of the Christian era. He argues that we need amore careful and robust
theory of cultural syncretism between Jewish theology and politics of the second-
temple period and the most popul ar features of pagan religion and philosophy of
the time. For anyone intent on defending a historical Jesus, thisis the book to
challenge.
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The assumption that Jesus existed as a historical person has occasionally been questioned in the course of the
last hundred years or so, but any doubts that have been raised have usually been put to rest in favor of
imagining a blend of the historical, the mythical and the theological in the surviving records of Jesus. Carrier
re-examines the whole question and finds compelling reasons to suspect the more daring assumption is
correct. He lays out extensive research on the evidence for Jesus and the origins of Christianity and poses the
key questions that must now be answered if the historicity of Jesusis to survive as a dominant paradigm.
Carrier contrasts the most credible reconstruction of a historical Jesus with the most credible theory of
Christian originsif a historical Jesus did not exist. Such atheory would posit that the Jesus figure was
originally conceived of as a celestial being known only through private revelations and hidden messagesin
scripture; then stories placing this being in earth history were crafted to communicate the claims of the
gospel allegorically; such stories eventually came to be believed or promoted in the struggle for control of
the Christian churches that survived the tribulations of the first century. Carrier finds the latter theory more
credible than has been previously imagined. He explains why it offers a better explanation for al the
disparate evidence surviving from the first two centuries of the Christian era. He argues that we need a more
careful and robust theory of cultural syncretism between Jewish theology and politics of the second-temple
period and the most popular features of pagan religion and philosophy of the time. For anyone intent on
defending a historical Jesus, thisis the book to challenge.
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Editorial Review

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Kelsey Dehart:

The book On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a
book On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt? A number of you have a different
opinion about e-book. But one aim in which book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper.
Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you can give for
each other; it is possible to share al of these. Book On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason
for Doubt has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and big function for you. Y ou can seem the
enormous world by open up and read aguide. So it is very wonderful.

Lisa Buffington:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline On the
Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt suitable to you? The actual book was written by
popular writer in this era. The actual book untitled On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason
for Doubtis one of several books which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their ideain the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the
core of this publication. This book will give you alots of information about this world now. In order to see
the represented of the world on this book.

Richard Nix:

In this erawhich isthe greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It isjust ssmple approach to have that. What you needto do is
just spending your time little but quite enough to enjoy alook at some books. One of many booksin the top
listing in your reading list is usually On the Historicity of Jesus: Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt.
This book that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in turning into precious
person. By looking right up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Joseph Davis:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By areserve we can
know everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was



exactly added. This guide On the Historicity of Jesus. Why We Might Have Reason for Doubt was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can fedl enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern eralike now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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